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Our Gospel reading for this today about Jesus’ “new commandment” is not mentioned 
in Matthew, Mark or Luke; it’s unique to John’s Gospel. But not unique is Jesus’ use of the 
word “new.” In our Introit from Psalm 98, we sang “Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for 
He has done marvelous things!” And in our Second Reading from Relation, we heard about 
a “new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 21:1). 

All these things are “new” because of Jesus Christ and what He did and continues to do 
for us through His death and resurrection. He frees us from our sins, and the death we 
deserve because of them, through His death on a cross. But then He rises from the dead to 
assure us of the “new” eternal life that is ours now and into the eternal future in the “new 
heaven” and “new earth.” Through His Holy Spirit, the Lord enables us to believe this 
Good News and sing this “new song” all the days of our lives. 

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is the main focus of this new song, since He alone 
could bring about this transformation from the old to the new. The old in this context refers 
to all those things affected by sin, especially you and me. We are good at messing up or 
destroying all the good things that God gives us, especially the unity God has re-established 
between Himself and us through Jesus Christ. What we are powerless or useless at is 
restoring that unity/harmony, or bringing things back to life (especially the life that Gods 
intended in the first place). 

That’s why God, in our Second Reading from Revelation, said, “I am making all things 
new.” This is creation talk, similar to what God did through His Word in the beginning when 
He created all things by simply saying things like, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). How 
beautifully consistent it is, therefore, that God’s “new” creation is brought about through 
His Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, who continues to speak to us today through His Word. 

When God, through Jesus Christ, makes things “new,” He doesn’t just replace certain 
parts of the old, the way we would replace broke parts of our cars, since sin permeates are 
whole being, body and soul. But neither does He throw us away. Instead, He does something 
only God can do, something completely new! He puts us to death, body and soul, but then 
brings us back to new and eternal life. 

That’s what was going on when the Word of God in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ, 
died and rose again, and when we, through the waters of Holy Baptism, were united to Jesus 
and His death and resurrection. St. Paul speaks of these things in Romans 6:3-5. “ Do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His.” 

And our Lord did all this without us lifting a finger. Even more amazing, He did it all 
while we were lifting our middle finger in defiance of Him! Have you ever considered that 
this is what you’re doing every time you sin; you’re flipping God off? In reality we are 
doing far worse than that, and yet He is still willing to suffer and die on the cross to save us 
finger flipping sinners. 

This sacrifice of Jesus on the cross is what Jesus is referring to in our Gospel reading 
when, just after Judas left the upper room to betray Jesus, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of 
Man glorified,” and God [referring to God the Father] is glorified in Him” [in God the Son/
Jesus Christ]. God the Father is glorified in His Son since, through Judas’ betrayal, which 
lead to Jesus’ death and resurrection, His promise to save us sinners is fulfilled. 
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But then Jesus says is verse 34 of our text, “A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another.” What?! Is Jesus now saying that we, His children, if we want to go to 
heaven, still have to do something first—to love one another? If that were true, especially 
when He tells us to “love one another: just as I have loved you;” if we had to do that before 
entering heaven, we would all be most certainly not be going to heaven. But the Good News 
or New News is that Jesus died and literally went through hell for us to paying for our sins 
and the sins of all people, including our sins of failing to love one another as He loves us. 

So, what does Jesus mean by saying, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another”? The answer is again found in the word “new.” The command to love one 
another is certainly not new. In the Old Testament God told us to “love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” (Dt 6:5) and to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18). 

What’s new is our perspective on this and all God’s commencements. As God’s saved 
people, who have been given faith in the New News of our eternal salvation through God’s 
Word and Baptism, we desire to do what God tells us not to save ourselves (since we’re 
already saved in Christ), but to save others! 

God works through us to save others especially when we tell others about His love 
through Jesus Christ and His ultimate sacrifice on the cross to pay for our sins, and about 
His resurrection presence with us today to create and strengthen in us faith in Him and His 
work for our eternal salvation. Telling others this Good News will involve some sacrifice on 
our part, such as the sacrifices we are making today of our time, talents and treasures in 
support of God’s Word and Sacrament ministry here at Redeemer. But, according to our God 
given faith we know that these sacrifices will produce eternal fruits in the lives of others, 
and will also be restored to us in infinite measure in the new heaven and new earth because 
of Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice for us on the cross. 

After the service we will be hearing about some new opportunities God has opened to 
us as a result of the blessings He has been showering upon Tiny Treasures Preschool and 
more recently Redeemer Lutheran School. Please join us if possible, to hear of some of the 
exciting things the Lord is doing through the Christian education of our children and the 
children of others in our area. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] Suppose you’re so sick that you pass out. So, your parents carry you to a doctor and 
the doctor tells your parents that you are sick because you are dehydrated. This basically means that 
you are not drinking enough water. So the doctor put’s you on an IV to get water into your body to 
revive you. Then the doctors gives your parents some instructions on how much water they should 
do their best to make sure you drink every day. The doctor also gives your parents a bottle of water, 
like this one, for you to drink. 

Will the doctor’s instructions and this bottle of water do you any good if your parents and you 
don’t follow the instructions and drink the water? [No] 

Something similar is true with Baptism and God’s Word. When your parents brought you to the 
Church to be Baptized, God, through the waters of Holy Baptism, gave you new and eternal life. To 
keep your new and eternal life alive, God tells us in the Bible to continue to hear and read God’s 
Word to keep our new life and faith in Jesus Christ alive. 

So we drink water to support our lives in this world, but we want to hear and read God’s Word 
to support our new and eternal lives in Christ. And if we love other people, like God wants us to, we 
will let them know this Good News as well—that through Jesus’ death and resurrection God puts to 
death our old life of sin and raises us up to live forever with Him in a world full of His love. Here’s a 
bottle of water with God’s Word on it to remind you of this Good News.


