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“He has risen! He has risen, indeed! Let’s go fishing.” That’s what Peter and some of 
Jesus’ other disciples did after they had seen Jesus risen from the dead. They went fishing. 
We might expect a more glorious response in the lives of these disciples. To know and 
believe that Jesus’ death on the cross fulfills God’s judgement against our sins, and His 
resurrection from the dead assures us of our own resurrection to eternal life is such 
incredibly good news that we want to share it with others. But knowing how God wants us 
to do that isn’t always so clear. 

What did you do after Easter Sunday? Did you, like the disciples, go fishing? Or 
should I say, since many of Jesus’ first disciples were fisherman by trade, did you return to 
the normal routine of your week? There’s nothing wrong with that. You don’t have to quit 
your present job and go into full-time church work to be able to share the peace and joy 
you have through your faith in Jesus Christ. 

I can certainly attest to the fact that full-time church work is very fulfilling, if that’s 
what God calls you to do, but that’s not the only way to demonstrate the peace and joy that 
the resurrected Lord gives us. You can still be a faithful, full-time servant of God through 
whatever vocations God has given you at the present time, even if you’re currently 
unemployed or retired. And Jesus emphasizes in our Gospel reading how painfully simple 
it is to make disciples of all nations—to be fisher’s of men. I say painfully simple, 
because our natural human reason always try’s to do things its way instead of God’s way
—to complicate things, which is a pain!  

Take for example the disciples in our text. If you remember, they went fishing in the 
evening, which is the best time when it comes to fishing with a net since fish are more 
likely to be rising to the surface of the water in the cool of the night. But they caught 
nothing. Then Jesus, standing on the shore about a hundred yards away, tells them to “cast 
the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” When the disciples did what 
Jesus said (even though they didn’t know it was Jesus), they caught so many fish that 
“they were to able to haul it in because of the quantity of fish.” 

This emphasizes the power of God’s Word to do what it promises. Jesus promised that 
if they cast their nets on the right side of the boat they would catch some fish, and they 
did. This is the painfully simple part of making disciples of all nations. While people may 
come up with what they think are clever ways to get people into the boat/Church using all 
sorts of lures, none of them will result in catching or saving a single person. 

The only successful way to get people into the church is to use the gifts God has 
given us—the things He promises to work through to create saving faith in Jesus Christ, 
namely His Word and the waters of Holy Baptism. These “lures” of God don’t include 
hooks or nets, which is one of the reasons our human reason tends to think that they won’t 
be effective, and often it’s not. 

But the truth is that God’s Word and Sacraments are His mysterious “Power Bait,” 
which the Holy Spirit works through to give people who are spiritually dead in their 
trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1), or even hostile toward the Lord and His Church (like Saul 
in our first reading, Acts 9:1-22), Christ and His eternal life. The power is the Gospel 
promises of God, that Jesus is God in the flesh who suffered death and hell in our place to 
set us forever free from the hold which our sins, death and the devil had on us. And 
through His resurrection He assures us that all who have faith in Him will also rise from 
eternal death to eternal life in Him. 



Of course, since there are no hooks or nets in God’s Word and Sacraments, you can 
reject or spit out this Power Bait of God—you can say “No” to God’s love and work of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. But in the end there will be no rejecting or spitting out 
God’s eternal condemnation for those who reject Him in this life. 

If, however, you by the grace of God believe the message of the cross, that “God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16), God wants you to know that this is all His doing. 
That’s why we as Lutheran Christians don’t make a big deal about what we do to 
demonstrate our faith. Instead, we focus more on what God does to create and sustain our 
faith in Him. 

Take for example, again, the disciples in our text. When Peter and the other disciples 
knew that it was the Lord who was standing on the shore, we’re not told that they went 
ashore to tell Him all the good things they had done since they last saw Him. Instead, 
we’re told that the Lord did all the talking and serving. What the disciples brought ashore 
was only what the Lord had given them (themselves and the catch of fish). Then the Lord 
continued to give them even more by inviting them to eat with Him. One of the reasons 
Jesus had this meal with His disciples was to further verified His physical resurrection. 
But it would have also brought to mind previous meals with the Lord; the feeding of the 
5,000 and the Lord’s Supper. On each occasions the Lord combined His Words of promise 
with actual food to bless the people—to create and/or strengthen their faith in Him. 

This ongoing work of the Lord, through His Word and Sacraments, is important. Our 
text hints at the disciples’ struggle to come to terms with the fact that the resurrected Lord 
was in their presence when it says that, “none of the disciples dared ask Him, ‘Who are 
you?’ They knew it was the Lord.” This is you and me all over. We too struggle with times 
of doubt in the midst of our faith. That’s why this time with the Lord is the most important 
part of our week. It’s the time when Christ, faithful to His promise, is here to give us 
Himself; His forgiveness and His eternal life through His Word and the Lord’s Supper, to 
overcome our doubts and strengthen our faith. 

In the eyes of the world and our human reason, being here today doesn’t appear to be 
a very productive way to help ourselves and others. But this is “right side of the boat” 
fishing. By returning often to eat with the Lord, as He instructs and empowers us to do, we 
are good for God’s Family Fishing Profession since we are professing our God given faith 
in His presence here today to create and keep us in the true faith to life everlasting. This, 
in turn, draws others into the boat or church. So, while we’re feasting with the Lord, we’re 
also fishing with Him. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Children’s Sermon] Did you notice when the disciples realized that it was Jesus on the shore? It was 
after their miraculous catch of fish. Jesus is the worker of miracles, and your faith in Him is one of 
His miracles. To believe that Jesus is not only a man but that He is also God, who died on the cross 
to pay for our sins so that we can go to heaven when we die, is a miracle, like the catch of fish that 
day. So each one of you and your faith in Jesus as your Savior are miracles of God. And to keep 
you believing in Jesus, even when other people don’t, is also a miracle of God. 

What’s the main thing God uses to miraculously give you faith in Jesus as your Savior and 
keep you believing in Jesus? It’s His Word—the Bible. 

So, suppose you have a friend who doesn’t believe in Jesus as their Savior. How can you 
make it possible for them to believe and thus give them eternal life? By telling them about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Whenever you tell people about Jesus, God makes you a miracle worker—
He works through you to give that person faith in Jesus Christ and eternal life! 

To help you tell others the Good News about Jesus Christ, I have a little gift for you. It’s John 
3:16 on a cross so that you can memorize this Good News (if you don’t have it memorized 
already) and let other people know that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”


