
Luke 24:1-12 - “Tangible Salvation!” 
Pr. Kurt A. VanFossan - The Resurrection of our Lord - Easter Day-C 2022 

He has risen! He has risen, indeed! Alleluia! The Alleluia’s are back 
again, and for good reason. Jesus has risen in His glorified, tangible body. 
And with Him, His promise that we who have been given the new life of 
faith in Jesus Christ, through His Word and Baptism, will continue to live 
with Him eventually in new tangible bodies on a new, tangible earth, as in 
the beginning. Jesus’ physical, tangible resurrection from the dead, “the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep,” assures us of this promise, 
which is not a new promise. 

In our OT reading from Isaiah, God through Isaiah said: “Behold, I 
create a new heaven and a new earth, and the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind.” The “former things” that “shall not be 
remembered or come to mind” refers especially to our sins and their effects, 
which we experience more and more as our life in this world continues. 
Since our sins are“as far as the east is from the west” in the mind of God 
(Psalm 103:12; Isaiah 65:16), neither will they come to our mind. 

In their place will be life in “a new heaven and new earth” which is 
beyond words. That’s why God through Isaiah (and through St. John who 
wrote Revelations) describes the things to come using images from this 
world which we can relate to, but without the troubles of this world. The 
“new earth” will be completely void of all sickness, pain, warfare, terrorism 
and death. In the crucified and risen Jesus Christ, we not only see God’s 
power to overcome these effects of our sins, but we are given a glimpse and 
foretaste of the new things to come. The resurrected Jesus Christ is our 
living and tangible evidence of a new life free from sin, suffering and death. 

Unfortunately, like God’s people in the OT, even we who have been 
given eyes of faith in the resurrected Christ still tend to allow the troubles of 
this life to weigh us down. Instead of focusing on God’s certain promises for 
the future, verified in Jesus’ resurrection, we too often let the effects of evil, 
which still permeate our lives and the lives of others in this world, resulting 
in the breakdown of our health, wealth, families and friends, to also break 
down our faith in God. 

So, how is it possible for us to not only believe the Good News that 
Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins, and rose from the dead to give us 
new and eternal life with Him in “the new heavens and the new earth,” but 
to keep on believing in this Good News? In the same way that God restored 
and strengthened the faith of the women at the tomb in our Gospel reading. 

Through an angel/messenger the women were not only told that Jesus 
had risen, but they were reminded that Jesus had already told them these 
things; that He would be “delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 
crucified and on the third day rise.”  It’s then that they “remembered His 
words” and went to tell “all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.” 



But on their way to tell the eleven God tells us, through St. Matthew, 
that Jesus came into visible, physical contact with the women. This is also 
important when it comes to God keeping us in the true faith until life 
everlasting. Not only does God sustain our faith through His Word, but also 
through His physical contact with us through His body and blood in, with, 
and under the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. 

One of the great Lutheran theologians of our time, Hermann Sasse, 
mentions in an essay on the Lord’s Supper that “where [the Lord’s Supper] no 
longer happens because Christians have stopped celebrating the Supper, Christ’s 
sacrifice turns from a [physical] reality into an idea;” Jesus’ work for our salvation 
“turns from a fact into a theory” (The Lonely Way, Vol. 1, CPH 2001)—which can more easily 
be disregarded by human reason.  

Therefore, by repeatedly coming to Christ, where He promises to be 
through His Word and Sacraments to create and sustain our faith, we, first, 
repeatedly acknowledge our sins and our inability to remain faithful on our 
own. That’s why we keep coming to Christ, for we know how easy it is, 
apart from Christ, to be distracted and overwhelmed by our sinful desires, 
doubts, fears, and human reason. And by repeatedly coming to Christ, where 
He promises to be through His Word and Sacraments to create and sustain 
our faith, we also acknowledge Christ’s resurrection from the dead and His 
almighty presence as God to keep us in the true faith until life everlasting. 

So today we celebrate with angels and arch angels, with all the 
company of heaven, and with Jesus, who gives us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the new heavens and the new earth through the Sacrament of His 
crucified and risen body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

 And on our way to our heavenly home with Him, the Lord inspires 
others to join us when we share with them this same Good News through 
our words and actions. This world is dying, along with all it’s troubles. 
That’s good news. And our resurrected Lord is with us through His Word 
and Sacraments to carry us through this valley of the shadow of death to our 
heavenly home with Him, which is built on the firm foundation of our 
crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ. That’s the best news of all! 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

[Children’s Sermon] Whenever we hear the Good News that Jesus died on a cross 
to pay for our sins, and rose from the dead in victory over our sins, death and the 
devil, it’s like eating this chocolate cross. The Good News of Jesus death and 
resurrection for our salvation goes into us, our bodies and souls, to give us new life 
and energy. 

But in this life we still get tired, and can forget about what Jesus has done for 
us. That’s why your parents keep on bringing you to church and telling you about 
Jesus throughout the week, so that Jesus, who rose from the dead, will continue to 
strengthen and keep you believing in Him until you see Him face to face in heaven. 

So enjoy this chocolate cross, as you also enjoy learning more and more from 
the Bible about Jesus’ love for you and all people, which He backs up through His 
death and resurrection. For, He has risen! He has risen, indeed! Alleluia!


