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What do you suppose Adam and Eve would say was the best thing 
about being in the Garden of Eden? I would imagine that, while it was great 
to be in perfect harmony with each other and the rest of God’s creation, the 
best part was the harmony and personal contact they had with God. The 
Lord was right there walking and talking with them in the garden. Think 
about how much peace and joy that personal presence of almighty God their 
Creator must have brought to Adam and Eve. 

Let’s now move ahead to Moses. What do you suppose were some of 
the highlights in his life? Knowing of his experiences with the burning bush 
and on Mt. Sinai, where he stood in the presence of God, I would imagine 
those times of personal contact with God were the highlights of Moses’ life 
as well. For it was during such times that God assured Moses that the 
purpose of His presence was for his and the rest of the Israelites eternal 
salvation. These high points would, no doubt, be followed by the times 
when Moses was faithful to God’s will for his life, which resulted in God 
doing great things through Moses, like parting the waters of the Red Sea. 
During such times Moses would have been well aware of God’s presence 
and power in his life. 

If we could ask the people of Israel what the best thing was during their 
journey through the wilderness, we would no doubt hear similar answers, at 
least from those who were faithful. They would perhaps mention God’s 
visible presence with them in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire 
by night. When they witnessed the miraculous way God freed them from the 
Egyptians, it was obvious that the pillars of cloud and fire were not merely 
symbols of God’s presence. He was really with them to save them from their 
enemies. 

What about the high points of the Apostles’ lives? No doubt they too 
would point to God’s visible presence with them, this time in the form of a 
man, Jesus Christ, so that He could die for our sins. I had some good 
teachers at the seminary, but to have the Lord God Himself as my teacher 
goes beyond incredible. 

Have you ever thought about how awesome it would have been to come 
into personal contact with almighty God, like some of the people in Old and 
NT times? It would be something you would never forget or stop talking 
about. Now, consider how God makes His personal and even visible 
presence know among us today. 

On the night when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He told His 
disciples: “yet a little while I am with you.” He was thinking ahead to His 
damning death for our sins, which He would go through alone. But He 
didn’t mean that He would never be with them again. He promises to always 
be with us (Matthew 28:20), and throughout the ages He has also graciously given 
us a visible manifestation of His presence in one form or another. 
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So, on the night when Jesus was betrayed He “took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is 
my body.’ And He took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” 

Even though Jesus didn’t speak these words from the cross, which 
we’ve been focusing on during this year’s midweek services, they are just as 
important and meaningful. According to His visible human presence Jesus 
was going away, but the consistent visible presence of God for the purpose 
of our salvation would not go away. 

So, while God has given us many good things over the years, by the 
grace of God we, like Adam and Eve, Moses, the people of Israel, and the 
Apostles can point to God’s audible and visible presence with us as the 
highlight of our lives. For it was through His Word and the waters of Holy 
Baptism that He gave us new and eternal life. And through His Word and the 
Lord’s Supper He comes into audible and visible contact with us again and 
again, assuring us of presence, His love, and His forgiveness. 

The word “maundy” comes from the Latin word, “mandatum,” which is 
where we get our English word “mandate.” A mandate is an authoritative 
command or instruction. Through our God given faith in all that Jesus did 
for us through His life, death and resurrection, instead of despising God’s 
presence and His command, like Adam and Eve, in order to live our lives 
the way we think best, God enables us to gladly “do this”—to gladly obey 
Jesus’ mandate to come to receive His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper 
as often as possible, and encourage others to do the same. For we know not 
only that we are all sinners in need of God’s forgiveness, but we also know 
that we will all receive His crucified and risen body and blood in, with and 
under the visible bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of 
our sins and the strengthening of our saving faith in Him. 

While the Lord comes to us in a different visible form than the form of 
a pillar of cloud or fire, or the form of a burning bush, or the form of a man, 
He is just as physically present in the bread and wine, with all His power 
and love. The more God strengthens our faith in this Good News of Christ’s 
presence and forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper, the more He also enables us 
to follow His second mandate on that first Maundy Thursday, to “love one 
another, just as I have loved you;” and, like Moses, to stand in awe of the 
amazing things God can do through us as a result. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


