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In our Gospel reading for today God through St. Luke informs us that as 
they led Jesus away to be crucified, some of the women were “mourning and 
lamenting for Him.” To a certain extent we know how they felt. Perhaps you 
have reacted in a similar way as you’ve heard and meditated on our Lord’s 
innocent suffering and death. So to see it all happen in person, like these 
women did, recognizing not only the injustice of it all but also their inability 
to stop it, it’s not surprising that they were “mourning and lamenting” for 
Jesus. What else could they do? 

That’s why Jesus response may come as a bit of a surprise. “Daughter’s 
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children.” Without taking our eyes off of Jesus, these words broaden our 
focus to include ourselves and others, like our children. 

I think we, on this side of the cross, can appreciate why we need not 
weep for Jesus. Not only was it necessary for the Son of God in the flesh and 
blood of Jesus Christ to die a damning death on a cross in order to pay for 
our sins, but we also know that He rose from the dead in victory over our 
sins, death and the devil, just as He promised. His death and resurrection was 
all part of God’s plan to save us. Therefore, instead of weeping for Jesus, He 
broadens our focus to include those for whom He was willing to die, for 
ourselves and our children; “for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2), which 
continue to try and prevent us from believing this Good News. 

This is our focus during this season of Lent and Holy Week and 
throughout our lives. Without taking our eyes off of Jesus’ suffering and 
death, He wants us to remember that He did it all to save us and our children; 
to pay “for the sins of the whole world.” For this was the only way to free us 
from our sins. Yet how often do we, like our children and others of this 
world, carry on in this life as if sin is no big deal, and as if all that Jesus went 
through to save us is no big deal? How often do we let the temporary things 
of this world distract us from the main reason we are still here in this world 
as God’s people: to share the eternal things of God with others through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. 

Therefore, when Jesus tells the women and us to weep for ourselves and 
our children He’s referring first to the weeping of repentance. Recognizing 
the disastrous effect that sin can have on our lives and on the lives of our 
children and others, repent or turn away from sin and turn to Christ. For He 
did not turn away from a damning death, so that He could save us from the 
same outcome of our sins. 

This is the only productive side of weeping for ourselves, the weeping of 
repentance which is generated by our God given faith in His Word. So, 
instead of weeping for Jesus, or being angry at the Romans, the religious 
leaders, and the people who repeatedly chanted: “Crucify Him!,” we should 
be weeping and angry at ourselves since, as St. Paul writes, “He was 
delivered over to death for our sins.” 
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But our weeping of repentance doesn’t stop with us. Once we have 

repented of our sins and been comforted by God’s forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ, God enables us to weep for our children. This weeping is more like 
Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). Jesus didn’t just shed a helpless tear 
like the women’s tears for Him, instead He did all in His power to turn hearts 
of stone to hearts of living faith, by willing sacrificing His life to save us. 

While we can’t cry tears of repentance for our children, we can use all 
the power that God has given us to save our children and others of this world. 
This includes taking time out of our busy schedules to pray for them, and to 
allow God to use us and the gifts He has given us to answer those prayers 
whenever possible. This includes bring our children to be baptized, and 
continuing to tell them and others about sin and it’s effect, but also about 
God’s work of salvation through Jesus Christ. All this is most clearly 
revealed in the events of this coming Holy Week and Easter—in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 

So, as we meditate on our Savior’s suffering and death this Holy Week, 
may the Lord continue to help us to first weep tears of repentance over our 
sins and tears of joy over Jesus’ victory over our sins and death; and then to 
gladly work together to share our faith in this Good News with others using 
the gifts He has blessed us with here at Redeemer Lutheran Church, School 
and Preschool. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] This morning, before the service, we heard about the 
Jesus entry into Jerusalem, which marked the beginning of this Holy Week. 
In John’s gospel he tells us that the people were not only “spreading their 
cloaks on the road,” but they also “they took branches of palm trees,” 
probably waving them to greet Jesus as He road into Jerusalem as their 
Savior from their sins, death and the devil. 

If you were going to fight of the devil, would you use something like 
this sword, or this flimsy palm leaf? We would naturally choose something 
strong looking like this sword. But the truth is that the devil is stronger than 
both. So, what did Jesus use to defeat our sins, death and the devil? He used 
something that looked to be the complete opposite of strength, like this palm 
leaf. He allowed Himself to be crucified on a cross [show palm cross]. 

Why did He allow Himself to die on a cross? To pay for our sins and the 
sins of all people. But then, on third day He showed us that He is stronger 
than our sins, death and the devil by doing what? By rising from the dead.  

And He promises that all who are Baptized and believe in this Good 
News will also rise from the dead to live with Jesus. 

Will you please help me to share this Good News with others by giving 
one of these palm crosses to everyone who raises their hand? 

All glory be to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


