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Midweek Lent - The Sixth Word - 2022 

Jesus’ word from the cross for this evening is actually one word in the 
Greek, “Τετέλεσται!” In English, “It is finished!” To help us understand what 
was finished, we’ll begin with our OT reading from Leviticus, which speaks of 
the Day of Atonement (יֹום ִּכֻּפר Yom Kippur in the Hebrew language). It 
happened once a year among the people of Israel, on the tenth day of the 
seventh month. No work was to be done by anyone on that day except the high 
priest, who had an important job. Since the high priest was the only one 
working, it was clear that the day was all about what he was doing. 

So the high priest would go about the work which God had chosen him to 
do. He didn’t dress in his usual vestments, instead he wore a simple linen robe 
in humility. He would select a bull and sacrifice it so that he would be purified 
from his sins. Then, as a sin offering for the people of Israel, he would select 
“two male goats.” The LORD would then choose one of the two goats through 
the casting of lots. The one that the LORD chose was to be sacrificed as a sin 
offering for the people. It’s blood was shed to take away the sins of the people. 

Once the sacrifices were done, the high priest would take the blood of the 
bull and the goat and enter the Holy of Holies to stand before the presence of 
the LORD. It was there that he would make atonement for his sins and the sins of 
the people. The blood represented death, “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23). 

The high priest would then leave the Holy of Holies and go outside to the 
goat that was left. This goat was for “Azazel.” This was not the name of a 
person or the goat’s name. It was more like the title of the goat. Some English 
translations, instead of using the Hebrew word “Azazel” (ֲעזָאזֵל), use the word 
“Scapegoat” to explain it’s purpose. In fact this incident from Leviticus is 
where the meaning of the word scapegoat comes from. It means “one that is made 
to take the blame of others.” 

The high priest would place his hands on the head of the “Scapegoat” and 
confess over it all the sins of Israel (Leviticus 16:21). By this spoken confession he 
was placing the sins of the people on the goat. Once this was done, the high 
priest would release this “Scapegoat” into the desert to die. The “Azazel” or 
“Scapegoat” took the blame or atoned for the sins of the people. 

All this happened once a year among the people of Israel. The first part was 
gory, and reminds me of butchering day on my grandparents farm. The throats 
of animals were cut and blood was spilled, collected, and sprinkled on things, 
like the covering of the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies. It was not the 
sort of thing that was attractive or enjoyable, but it was not to be left out. For 
these bloody sacrifices were a reminder from God that sin is a serious matter. 
The only way to pay for sin is through death. 

The “Azazel” or “Scapegoat” was meant to assure the people that once 
that sacrifice had been made, their sins had been atoned for, and they were now 
the redeemed people of God. This was the Day of Atonement. 



But how could the blood of a goat do such great things? As we sang in our 
opening hymn, “Not all the blood of beasts on Jewish altars slain could give the guilty 
conscience peace or wash away the stain.”  

The fact that the Day of Atonement was to be repeated every year, points to 
the fact that these animal sacrifices were not the ultimate sacrifice, Scapegoat, 
or Savior from our sins. Instead, they were meant to keep the eyes of the people 
fixed on the promised Savior to come, and to reveal to them the way that He, a 
man born of a woman (Genesis 3:15), would redeem them; would atone for their 
sins; would save them. The sacrifice of the promised Savior would not happen 
over and over again, but only once, marking the end of the OT sacrifices. 

Our Gospel reading speaks of this ultimate sacrifice through Jesus Christ. 
There was plenty of work going on in Jerusalem just before the Passover 
Sabbath, when no work was to be done. Some Roman soldiers had one of the 
most gruesome jobs of all. They had just crucified three men on a hill outside of 
Jerusalem. Unbeknown to these Roman soldiers the devil was working through 
them and others to try to crush the Son of God. But unbeknown to everyone, 
including the devil, it was all the work of one man; the one on the middle cross, 
Jesus Christ. Like the OT high priest, it was all about what He was doing. 

He began that day in a simple/humble, linen robe, but even that was 
stripped from Him. He was now hanging on a cross, wounded and bleeding for 
the sins of the world. 

At the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, God revealed who Jesus was 
and what He had come to do. At His Baptism in the Jordon River the sins of the 
people were in a sense placed on Jesus, like they were placed on the Scapegoat. 
Then Jesus was sent by the Spirit of God into the wilderness, again like the 
Scapegoat. 

But Jesus didn’t die in that wilderness where He was sent after His baptism. 
Instead He showed us who was in control. It was not the devil, it was Jesus. We 
are meant to remember this as Jesus is now hanging on that cross. 

It was a gruesome sight (as was portrayed in the movie, “The Passion of the 
Christ”), far more upsetting to watch than the sacrifice of animals. This was the 
inhuman sacrifice of the Son of God by crucifixion, which was not meant by the 
Romans to be a quick death, but a slow, painful death. But Jesus used this time 
to reveal again who He was and what He had come to do on that ultimate Day 
of Atonement. 

As He hung on a cross, Jesus, our High Priest, was the one our heavenly 
Father chose to take our place, to pay the ultimate price for our sins through His 
death, and to be our Scapegoat so that we could escape from our sins, death and 
the devil through the forgiveness of sins. All that happened on the yearly OT 
Days of Atonement was fulfilled on that one NT day by Jesus Christ, who 
fulfilled the role of the high priest, the sacrificial goat and the Scapegoat. He is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world by also taking the place 
of the goats who on judgement day will be told: “Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Jesus was 
cursed on our behalf and went to hell for us, carrying with Him the sins of the 
world. He would rise from the dead on the third day, our sins would not. 

That’s why on the cross, the one who was doing all the work cried out, “It 
is finished!” All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


