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Traditionally the Third Sunday in Lent is known as “Oculi” Sunday. The word 
Oculi is a Latin word which means e-y-e-s, our organs for sight. Even though our 
readings are not the traditional readings for Oculi Sunday, our Gradual for the season of 
Lent does encourage us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith” 
(Hebrews 12:2). This is good advice for us sinners, whose eyes often wander. I’m not talking 
only about our physical eyes, but also our eyes of faith which often wander away from 
God’s promises in Christ. Whenever we focus our eyes in on ourselves we don’t receive 
any true peace. When, however, our Lord fixes our eyes on Him, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, that’s when He gives us more comfort that we could have ever 
hoped for. 

So let’s focus our eyes of faith on Jesus, the Word of God. In our OT reading from 
Ezekiel, the first paragraph about the “watchman” is very similar to what the Lord had 
told Ezekiel personally when He called him to be one of His prophets. Through these 
words the LORD emphasizes the importance of proclaiming the whole of God’s word, 
which includes both the Law and the Gospel. 

Ezekiel now repeats these words publicly to God’s people during their Babylonian 
captivity to help explain to them why he, as a faithful watchman of God, had been 
warning them of what would happen if they didn’t turn from their sinful ways. If they 
didn’t turn or repent of their sinful ways, they will “died in [their] iniquity”—they will 
be separated from God’s presence in the eternal promised land. 

In the second paragraph of our OT reading God opens our eyes to the main purpose 
for the suffering we often experience in this world. While most of God’s people did not 
repent of their sins when they were living comfortably back in Jerusalem, now that they 
were suffering as captives in Babylon they finally began to acknowledge their sins and 
the effect of their sins. They said: “Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, 
and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?” 

Then comes words of comfort from the LORD. “As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live.” While we, by our sins make ourselves enemies of God, who will in the end 
condemn all sin, death and the devil, if we repent of our sins the LORD who lives will 
give us life. 

Finally, in the last two paragraphs of our OT reading, God, through Ezekiel, warns 
us to not take personal pride in our repentance and faith in God’s promise of eternal life. 
“Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his 
righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but 
in his injustice that he has done he shall die.” This is happens when we trust in our 
righteousness as if repentance and faith is our work instead of the work of God’s Holy 
Spirit through the Law and Gospel. We take our eyes off of Jesus and begin focusing in 
on ourselves again, which will lead us back into sin and death. 

So let’s focus our eyes back on Jesus and His words in our Gospel reading. As the 
LORD explained through Ezekiel, He now reemphasizes one of the main purposes of 
suffering in this world. But instead of referring to the suffering of God’s people during 
their Babylonian Captivity, Jesus focuses on some more recent tragedies. The first 
tragedy had to do with the death of some Galilean Jews who died at the hands of Pilate. 
This could be compared to the deaths of the some Ukrainians at the hand of Putin. 
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But let me focus more on the second tragedy about the eighteen who died when “the 

tower in Siloam fell and killed them.” That was a natural disaster, similar to the the recent 
earthquakes in Japan which has resulted in a growing number of deaths. Are those who die as 
a result of such disasters worse sinners than those who are spared? “No,” Jesus said. Those 
who die in such tragedies are no worse sinners than you or me. “But unless you repent, you 
will all likewise perish.” 

The Greek which is translate as “perish” refers to permanent/eternal suffering and, 
therefore, makes it clear that those who die without repentance and faith in Jesus Christ will 
suffer eternally. Is there any sinful behavior in your life that you refuse to repent of, such as 
the self-righteous thinking the you are better than others? Jesus tells us what to do with each 
and every sin, “Repent!” But such repentance is easier said than done. In fact, it’s not 
something we can do by ourselves. 

So how does Jesus enable us to turn, repent or let go of our sinful thoughts, words and 
deeds? He gives us something better, His Word. He tells us about a fig tree. “A man had a fig 
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. And he said to 
the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 
find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it 
alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit next 
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

Jesus told this parable to some people who were on the slippery downward slope of self-
righteousness, which forgets the fact that we are all unworthy sinners and that salvation is a 
gracious gift of God. Such self-righteousness, or any other sin, fixes our eyes on ourselves 
for salvation not on Christ, producing no fruit for the kingdom of God. 

The Good News part of Jesus’ parable is the Vinedresser or Caretaker of the garden, who 
is like Jesus Christ. He is patient with us in this life, and continues to come to us to condemn 
us and our sinful ways, but at the same time to save us through the message of the cross. 

When Jesus took our sins upon Himself He became like the manure in His parable—like 
the stench of death in payment for our sins. But then on the third day, as He promised, He 
rose from the stench of death smelling like a rose! And He gives us this sweet smell of 
freedom from sin and death, along with faith in His Word and promise of eternal, heavenly 
pleasures which are infinitely better than the things of this world. 

Through this Spirit empowered Gospel, God enables us to turn/repent/let go of the sinful 
things in our lives which take us away from Him and cling instead to His promises. May we, 
in repentance and faith, continue to rejoice in this Good News and leave here with our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, “the rose of Sharon” (Song of Solomon 2:1), and eagerly share this Good News with 
other sinners like ourselves that they too may repent of their sins and rejoice in God’s 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

[Children’s Sermon] When we focus our eyes on ourselves, what do we see? Are we perfect like Jesus? 
No. We’re all sinners who deserve God’s judgement against each and every one of our sins. What is God’s 
judgement against our sins? “The wages of sin (what we earn by our sins) is death” (Romans 6:23), which 
refers to being eternally separated from God in hell with the devil. 

But what does God do when He focuses our eyes on Jesus, especially Jesus death on the cross in payment 
for our sins, and His victorious resurrection from the dead? He enables us to say we’re sorry for all the bad 
things we have done, and to thank God for His forgiveness and promise of eternal life through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

So who do we want to fix our eyes on, ourselves, others like us, or Jesus? Jesus. To enable us to do that 
God give us His Word—the Bible, through which He not only tells us about Jesus, but also gives us eyes of 
faith in Jesus our Savior. Reading the Bible, is like wearing these glasses with the crucified Jesus on them, it 
keeps our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


