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The focus of today’s sermon is on Jesus’ words: “The third day I finish 
my course.” One of the important truths that Jesus reveals to us through these 
words is that He is in control of every detail of our salvation. That’s good 
news because, as the saying goes, “the devils in the details,” and he’s always 
looking for “an opportune time” to continue his diabolical work. 

Last week we heard of the diabolical devil tempting Jesus first to avoid 
suffering and death by turning a stone into bread. When that didn’t work, the 
devil tempted Jesus to bring about His death and resurrection earlier than 
planned by throwing Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, and 
letting the angels “bear you up.” That didn’t work either. 

So now, in our Gospel reading for today “an opportune time” came for 
the devil (through some of the Pharisees) to tempt Jesus to change His course
—His prophesied plan for our salvation—with the threat of an early death by 
the hands of Herod. They told Jesus to “Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.” This was the same Herod who beheaded John the Baptist earlier, 
so it was no empty warning. But instead of changing His course—His 
prophesied plan for our salvation—Jesus responded to the Pharisee’s sincere 
or insincere warning by saying: “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish 
my course” (referring to His resurrection from the dead). 

This is comforting to know, that death and the devil have no rule over 
Jesus, or over any detail of His plan for our salvation. The same can be said 
for our sins. By that I mean it was not our sins that ruled over Jesus and sent 
Him to the cross for our salvation. That may sound a little weird, since we’ve 
heard it said in the past that it was our sins that nailed Jesus to the cross. 

In a sense that’s true, since it was only through the damning death of the 
God/Man Jesus Christ that He could save us from our sin. But to think that 
our sins ruled over Jesus and forced Him to suffer a damning death on the 
cross to save us is to put sinful man in control of Jesus’ actions. That’s why 
it’s helpful to remember God’s Word from Scriptures like Psalm 51:4 where 
David, after his sin with Bathsheba prayed to God, saying: “Against You, You 
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be 
justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.” God is certainly 
justified in His judgement of eternal death for all of us since we“all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

So, if it was not our sins that ruled over Jesus, forcing Him to die on the 
cross in order to save us, what did rule Jesus’ steadfast journey to the cross 
for our salvation? It was His merciful and loving promise to save us. Jesus’ 
love for us is an undying love in the truest sense. For on “the third day,” He 
finished His course, which did not end in His damning death but in His 
glorious resurrection from from the dead on “the third day.” The Good News 
of Jesus’ finished course on “the third day”—His resurrection from a 
damning death, is the re-creating Word of God that enlightens all those 
darkened by sin, death, and the devil. 
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And this Good News becomes even brighter and stronger the more we 

grow in our understanding of this Good News, such as our understanding 
through the Word of God that Jesus did it all not because He had to but 
because He wanted to; because of His mercy and love for us. 

Another important detail of our salvation, and one of the reasons Jesus 
would not allow His damning death to happen according to the devil’s ways 
and timing, is the significance of Jesus death on a cross. In Deuteronomy 
21:23, God refers to death on a tree as a sign that a person was suffering not 
only a temporary death, but a damning/eternal death—that they were 
experiencing the full effect of sins. Jesus suffered that damning death on the 
dead tree of a cross for you,  me and all people. 

God wants us to know all these details so that when the devil, working 
through our sinful nature together with the people and things of this fallen 
world, tempts us to worry about how the disastrous things that are happening 
in the world around us will effect our and our children’s future, or to despair 
of our salvation because of some of the disastrous things that may be 
happening in our hearts and lives personally, God’s loving and merciful 
promise of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ will keep turning us to Him 
in repentance and faith. 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Jerusalem.” This threefold reference to God’s 
people adds extra emphasis to God’s heartrending love for His sinful people. 
But the greatest emphasis is added when all Jerusalem—all God’s people in 
One, Jesus Christ, is “forsaken” on a cross for our sins. Then, when all is 
forsaken and lost as far as we can see, God gives us the new and eternal sight 
of faith through Jesus’ glorious resurrection. Through this Good News God 
enables us to respond to the Lord’s presence in His Word and the Lord’s 
Supper this morning with the words, “Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord.” 

[Children’s Sermon] 
Last year, when the Buccaneers won the Super Bowl, some of their 

supports were shouting out, “Buccaneers Rule!” But this year, after the Rams 
won the Super Bowl, it’s their supporters who are shouting out, “Rams 
Rule!” One of the things this reminds us of is that people’s rule in this world 
is only temporary. Sometimes we win, sometimes we lose. But in the end, 
without Jesus, who would shout out that he rules through our sins and death? 
The devil would shout out, “the devil rules!” 

Who is the only one who can rule over the devil forever? Jesus! When the devil 
used people like you and me to crucified Jesus on a cross and He died, it looked the 
devil ruled. But before Jesus died, He said “on the third day I finish my course.” 
What was He talking about? His resurrection from the dead—His victory over our 
sins, death and the devil. 

So, who rules? Jesus rules! And when Jesus rules, He rules by His love. “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” 

And once the Holy Spirit puts faith in God’s love into our hearts, He rules 
through our love for others, in Jesus’ name.  

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


