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During our midweek services for Lent we’re focusing on “Jesus’ Words From the 
Cross,” which will include His well know words, “My God, my God, why have You 
forsaken Me” (Matthew 27:46). These words of our Lord speak of the full effect of our sins, 
being forsaken of separated from God, which is what the devil wants to happen to all 
of us. In our Gospel reading, the Greek word Luke uses for the devil is διάβολος (dee-
ab'-o-los), which is where we get the English word “diabolical.” The diabolical plan of 
the devil is to separate us from God, who gives us all the good things of life, including 
eternal life. 

Unfortunately, the devil has a diabolical and very persuasive ally in his plan to 
separate us from God, and that ally is us! Because of the sinful we’re born with the 
devil’s ways sound appealing to us. And even as Christians, who have been given the 
new Spirit-filled life of faith in God’s Word, Jesus Christ, there is still a strong pull 
within us toward the diabolical ways of the devil. 

I remember years ago someone gave me a buttercup yellow sweatshirt. Not my 
favorite color, but it was a nice sweatshirt so I wore it one chilly spring day. What a 
mistake! I couldn’t believe how many bugs were attracted to that buttercup yellow 
sweatshirt! I remember thinking to myself, as I was swatting away the bugs, “You 
stupid bugs! Don’t you know that this sweatshirt is not a flower?!” And yet how much 
are we like those senseless bugs when the main focus of our lives is chasing after the 
lifeless and even life destroying things of this world. In fact, when we as Christians do 
this we’re even worse than senseless bugs since part of us knows better! 

One of the most important things that the powerful and persuasive pull of our 
sinful nature should remind us of is our continual need for God’s help to resist the 
devil and all his works and all his diabolical ways. That’s why Jesus, in the Lord’s 
Prayer, encourages us to pray every day, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” Since God assures us that He “tempts no one” (James 1:13), we therefore pray 
in this petition of the Lord’s Prayer (as Luther writes in the Small Catechism) “that God 
would guard and keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us, or 
mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice.” And even though we 
continue to be tempted by these the lifeless and life destroying things of this world, we 
pray that our Lord would enable us to continue to resist all the diabolical ways of the 
devil, the world and our sinful nature, and in the end win the victory. 

In our Gospel reading, our Lord strengthens our faith in His ability to do that—to 
give us the victory. Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness happened just after His baptism 
in the Jordan River, where His Father “from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son’” 
(Matthew 3:17). So, the devil said to Jesus “If you are the Son of God, command this stone 
to become bread.”  

The devil was here tempting Jesus to doubt in the words of His heavenly Father, 
who had just said that Jesus was His Son. After all, He certainly didn’t look like God’s 
almighty Son. Instead He looked like rest of the senseless fools under his power.” 

Oh, how tempting it must have been for Jesus to turn that stone into bread, 
especially because He hadn’t eaten for forty days. After all, Jesus would later turn 
water into wine, and multiply five loaves of bread and two fish into enough food to 
feed over five thousand people. So why not turn that stone into warm, fresh bread, it 
certainly would have been easy enough for Jesus. 
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But instead of turning that stone into bread to prove Himself and to Satan that He 

was the Son of God, and to save Himself from His suffering and death, Jesus over and 
over again shows us where to go to for help during our own times of temptation and 
trouble. Jesus goes to the reliable and faith sustaining Word of God. Jesus’ first quote 
is from Deuteronomy 8:3, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” What 
does the rest of that verse say? “but man lives by every word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD.” With each temptation which comes from the diabolical, life 
destroying devil, Jesus leads us to the reliable, life restoring Word of God. Think about 
these things during your times of temptation. God’s Word delivers us from evil. 

Through the account of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness God also exposes the 
devil’s diabolical attempts to distract Jesus from the whole reason He became a man in 
the first place. Did you notice how the devil’s temptations focused on Jesus saving 
Himself instead of us. And even when the devil tempted Jesus to throw Himself off the 
pinnacle of the temple, he was tempting Jesus to end His life according to the way and 
timing of the devil, not according to the way and timing of God. 

This is a good thing for us to remember individually and as a congregation when 
it comes to the reason we are still in this world as God’s saved people. The Lord 
delivered us from our sins, death and the devil through His death and resurrection, 
gave us faith in this Good News through His Word and the Word empowered water of 
our Baptism, and then sustains our physical and spiritual life in this sin infested world 
and body, for the good of others—to share the life restoring Word of God with others, 
which alone can deliver them from the devil’s life destroying lies. 

But even when we know all this (and I think most of you do), the devil doesn’t 
give up on his diabolical attempts to distract us from sharing God’s life restoring Word 
with others. Instead he appeals to the impatience and pride of our sinful nature (his 
ally), especially when the church isn’t growing as fast as we think it should. When it 
appears that simply focusing of Jesus’ death and resurrection—the message that “the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23) is ineffective on some, why not draw such people into the Church by using 
some of the things of this world which are more appeal them? Why not rearrange the 
focus of the Divine Service from God to man and his amazing accomplishments in the 
area of technology, or from hymns that focus on Jesus’ love for me to hymns that focus 
more on my love for Jesus. Oh, how diabolical are the devil’s ways. 

And Jesus answered, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him alone shall 
you serve.” For “Man shall not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the LORD,” not from the mouth of the devil and his allies. 

[Children’s Sermon] We were born like this straw, we bend when the devil tempts to 
follow his sinful, selfish ways. Who is the only one who can give us the strength we need not 
to bend, or give-in to the devil? Jesus; God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our three in one 
God is like this nail. Once He enters into our lives and gives us faith in Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection for our salvation, He makes us strong and eternal children of God. 

So now, as God’s strong and eternal children, what do we say to other people? Do we say, 
“Look how strong I am,” or do we point to Jesus and say look how strong Jesus is? 

To help you remember this I have a finger puppet craft for you to make at home. When 
you cut out each of the shapes of this piece of paper and tape them around your fingers, you 
can point people not to yourself, but to the Good News of Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection 
and ascension, through which He works to save all of us from our sins, death and the devil. 

All Glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.


