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I’ll be preaching this morning mainly on the Epistle reading from 1 Corinthians, but I don’t 
want to ignore the Gospel reading and its connection to what Paul speaks of concerning the way 
God works in and through our lives. Did you notice how the Lord worked when He changed water 
into wine? Even though Jesus is Lord of all creation, He was not “the master of the feast” at this 
wedding celebration in Cana. Even though Jesus knows all things, it’s Mary who makes it known 
that the wine has run out. Even though Jesus is all powerful, He doesn’t fill the water jars with 
water. The household servants fill the jars and then serve the water, “now become wine.” What did 
Jesus do? By all appearances He simply spoke while others were doing the work. But Mary and the 
servants knew that a miracle had taken place not because of what they were doing but because of 
what Jesus was doing invisibly behind the scenes. This speaks volumes when it comes to the topic 
“concerning spiritual gifts,” mentioned in our Epistle reading. 

So, let’s consider our text. Paul begins by laying some ground work. “Now concerning 
spiritual gifts, brothers.” Paul addresses the members of the church in Corinth as spiritual brothers 
in Christ. Even though their were some jealousies and conflict among the members of the church in 
Corinth, they hadn’t thrown in the towel and left the church. Instead, they were simply struggling 
with their sinful natures and the sinful natures of others, which we all struggle with in this life, 
especially within our families. To get us through our struggles we all need the continual guidance, 
nourishment, and strength God gives us through His Word. 

So God, through St. Paul, gives us that guidance, nourishment and strength by first reminding 
us of what our lives were like or would be like without Christ. Even though many of us have been 
Christians since the time of our baptism as infants, we may still remember times in our lives when 
we drifted away from the church. For me it was during my early years of college at Kent State 
University in Ohio, studying to be a pilot. I was living away from my parents for the first time and 
for some sinful reason decided that I could manage without God as well, so I stopped attending 
church. During that time I was drifting all over the place, like the rest of the unbelieving world, 
since the number one pilot of the “pagan,” or unbeliever, is themselves. A close second is money or 
the things of this world. Where do these things pilot us? No where but down. And the sooner God 
helps us to realize that the better. 

Fortunately God, through St. Paul and the message of God’s love and salvation through Jesus 
Christ, rescued the Corinthians like He rescued you and me before we crashed in hell. He gave us 
saving faith in Jesus as our pilot, a new direction up instead of down, and a new purpose in life as 
God’s children. 

Then God points out in our text that our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord is a gift from God, the 
Holy Spirit. “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.” While it’s certainly true that 
all we have, both physical and spiritual, comes from God, Paul focuses on the spiritual gift of faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord since it’s essential for both our salvation as well as the eternal salvation of 
others. Jesus and our faith in Jesus as the Lord of our lives is the foundation of who we are and all 
that we do as God’s children. 

Remember again how Jesus, who is Lord of lords, used His almighty power. While it was 
important for Jesus to reveal to us that He is God through things like turning water into wine, He 
didn’t reveal His divine nature in a bragging, self-centered way. Instead He used His almighty 
power as God in a humble way and in service to others. The Son of God and Son of man came “not 
to be served by to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mt 20:28). 

With that understanding Paul proceeded to talk about the variety of gifts which the Holy Spirit 
gives His people in the body of Christ in addition to the gift of faith. His point in our text is not do 
give us an exhaustive list of the gifts of the Spirit but to emphasize that, despite the diversity of gifts 



God gives His people in the body of Christ, we are meant to work together in sharing them with 
others for the sake of the Church. This is easier said than done. 

It’s obvious from reading Pauls letter to the Corinthians that there were some challenges in the 
church in Corinth, just as their are in other congregations, including this one. Some of those 
challenges come when our puffed up sinful natures tempt us to think that we are the pilot, and 
therefore seeks to use the gifts God gives us in ways that follow what we think is best instead of 
what God tells us in His Word is best. Other challenges come as a result of those who are deflated, 
and therefore not confident in using the gifts God has given them. 

When it comes to our puffed up thinking, it’s important to remember how the first two gifts 
Paul mentions in our text, “wisdom” and “knowledge,” when they work together produce 
blessings; when they don’t work together the result is disastrous. We know from God’s Word that 
we are meant to work together for the good of the church. That’s knowledge. When we actually 
work together for the good of the church, that’s wisdom. The devil has knowledge without wisdom, 
which he uses to try to divide and destroy the Church. The Holy Spirit, through God’s Word gives 
us both knowledge and wisdom, which He works through to strengthen and build the Church. 

By pointing out that it is “the same Spirit” who gives us our various gifts, and that it’s “the 
same Lord and…God who empowers them all in everyone,” God makes it clear that every gift is 
important and effective in the work of the Lord. So there is no needed for jealousy, pride or feelings 
of being unimportant. But God’s gifts and people are the most effective when they work in harmony 
with one another. 

What gifts, abilities and possessions, has God given you? You may not think that He has given 
you very much, or that what gifts, abilities or possessions you do have can be very effective in the 
church’s work of making disciples of all nations. But such thinking is certainly not encouraged by 
God. An often repeated theme in God’s Word is how God uses what is considered least in the eyes 
of the world to accomplish His greatest good. 

Consider, for example, the common bread and wine used for Holy Communion. When these 
common elements are united with the Word of God, the Lord makes them the food of immortality. 
Something similar happened to you when the Lord spoke His presence into you through His Word 
and the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. He made you (a lost, helpless, sinner) into a child of God. As a 
child of God, the Lord transforms all your gifts and abilities into channels of His love and eternal 
salvation as you share them with others. 

This becomes more the possible the more we are reminded of the greatest gift we have is 
Christ. The Good News that the Son of God “humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8), and rose from the dead to give us His new life and to 
continue to serve us so that we can serve others. It’s this good news of God’s love and forgiveness 
in Jesus Christ that makes us, together with all that we have and do in Jesus’ name (no matter how 
big or small in the world’s eyes), channels of eternal life for those around us. Let me illustrate. 

[Children’s Sermon] In the Bible God sometimes speaks of Jesus and His children, as being different parts of a 
body who He works through to tell others about what He did for all people through His death and resurrection. What 
part of the body do you think God has made you? Are you an eye, a mouth, a hand, a knee, or are you a foot? Let’s 
pretend that you are a foot. God says in Romans 10:15, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

How can a foot bring good news to other people? The foot is an important parts of the body, but by itself it can’t 
walk, talk, or even know where to go or what to say. What does this foot need to be connected to so that it can bring 
others the Good News that Jesus’ died on cross and rose from the dead to save us from our sins, death and the devil? It 
needs to be connected to the rest of the body, like another foot, legs, a mouth, and especially Jesus, who is the head of 
the body. 

But even then, when we are connected to Jesus as the head and to the other members of His body, like the foot 
next to you, is it always easy to work together to tell others about Jesus? No. Sometimes one foot wants to go one way 
and the other foot wants to go the other way. That’s why we continue to need the Holy Spirit to teach us and give us the 
combined wisdom of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, along with the desire and humbleness we need to walk 
together and joyfully tell others about our Savior, Jesus Christ. [Three legged walk back to their seats]. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen


