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Last Thursday (according to our church year calendar) we entered the season of 
Epiphany. The word epiphany is like an aha moment when you suddenly realize or see 
something that you hadn’t seen before. When it comes to Jesus, the aha of Epiphany focuses 
on some of the things in Jesus’ life that reveal to us that He is not just a man but He is also 
Almighty God. That was not obvious by looking at Him, so God, at Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordon river by John the Baptizer revealed in a miraculous way Jesus’ divine nature. “The 
Holy Spirit descended on [Jesus] in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am will pleased.’” 

What I would like to focus on this morning is how this epiphany about Jesus being both 
true man and true God gives us true inner peace in the midst of our otherwise busy, 
confusing, chaotic lives. Let’s begin by focusing not on the troubles in our lives and world, 
but on some of the good things God has blessed us with in this life, such as our existence. 

Despite the blemishes on my face is a mind boggling body. Take for example the fact 
that our bodies have around 210 different types of cells, like our our brain cells, blood cells, 
and our bone and muscle cells. All these billions of cells get their instructions on what to do 
from our DNA. The more we are able to examine and understand such things about our 
bodies the more obvious it is that we exist not by accident. Then, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the aha moment; there is an amazing and almighty God who, as Isaiah said, “created” 
and “formed” us. Or, as David was inspired by God to write in Psalm 139:13, “[God] knitted 
me together in my mother’s womb.” 

Unfortunately, when we were all still in the body of the first man, Adam, we were all 
stained by Adam’s sin even before we were born. This inherited sin (1 Peter 1:13; Romans 5:12) 
reminds us of the eternal effect our sinful words and actions can have on others. No doubt the 
devil thought he was pretty clever, taking Adam and all his descendants down in one fell 
swoop. Thankfully God, is infinitely wiser and more powerful than the devil, as well as our 
sins and death, and He was not about to let us go that easily. Therefore He says, “Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”  

When this good news was delivered to the people in Isaiah’s day it was already a done 
deal, even though the actual fulfillment of these words wouldn’t happen until the coming of 
Jesus Christ. Since no one can stop God from accomplishing what He promises (as I 
mentioned a couple Sunday’s ago, and Pastor Kindschy reinforced last Sunday in his sermon 
about how Satan and sinful man’s repeated attempt to cancel Christmas failed), God’s people 
in Isaiah’s day, like you and me today, can live in certain faith that all God’s promises are a 
done deal, including His promise of eternal life in paradise for all who believe in His promise 
of redemption through Jesus Christ. 

This brings us to our Gospel reading about the baptism of Jesus. What was the 
redemption or ransom price that the Son of God paid to buy us back or set us free from our 
sins, Satan and eternal death? Throughout the OT God speaks of the sacrificial death of 
mostly animals, as a ransom price. But in our OT reading God also speaks of human 
sacrifices in ransom for the lives of His children.  “I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and 
Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life.” 

I want to get back to this giving of other people in exchange for the children of God, but 
let me first say that even though none of these sacrifices, animal or human, would be enough 
to save us from our sins, they did point ahead to the supreme sacrifice which would be 
enough—the sacrificial death of the Son of God! That’s how much God loves us! He was 
willing to sacrifice His only Son, and His only Son was willing to be sacrificed, in order to 
redeem us—to save us! 
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That’s why Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. It wasn’t that Jesus needed John’s 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of any of His sins, since He was without sin. By 
being baptized by John, Jesus was standing in solidarity with us, and giving His life in 
exchange for ours—the ransom price for the sins of all people. That’s why we’re told that at 
Jesus’ baptism “the heavens were opened.” He is the way back to heaven. That’s also why, 
when Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the temple (which separated the people from the 
Holy of Holies—from God’s presence) was torn in two, signifying that Jesus death is the way 
back into God’s presence (Luke 23:45). 

But let’s go back for a moment to the OT reading where we’re told that other people 
(like the Egyptian soldiers who were drown in the Red Sea) were sacrificed for the sake of 
God’s people. That sounds like God loved the Israelites more than the Egyptians. But that’s 
not true. If you remember, when a previous Pharaoh listened to God’s plan, which God 
relayed through Joseph, to store up food before a future drought, this extra food prevented 
not only the people of Israel from starving, but also the Egyptians. And while God’s people 
were living in Egypt, God sought to work through them to give the Egyptians the bread of 
eternal life—to reveal God’s Word and love to the Egyptians. 

Have you ever considered the fact that this is one of the reasons you are currently living 
in this God forsaking country? Notice I said “God forsaking”, not “God forsaken”.  While a 
growing number of people of this country have forsaken God, God has not forsaken them. 
Instead He seeks to work through His people (like you and me) to let them know of His love 
and of His way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

So why, if God loved the Egyptians, why did He drown some of them in the Red Sea? 
Because of their rejection of His Word. This reminds, for one, that as much as God loves you 
and all people, those who continue to reject His love, which He continues to give us through 
His Word and Sacraments, will in the end get what they want. They will be separated from 
God forever.  

But the death of the Egyptian soldiers, and of all the firstborn sons in Egypt, also points 
ahead to the sacrificial death on the cross of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, to save us from  
our sins and death. This is what God assures us of when He continues in Isaiah saying: 
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you.” Passing through the waters not only reminds us of God’s people when they 
were delivered from Pharaoh and his army by passing through the Red Sea on dry ground, 
but St. Paul also refers to the waters of the Red Sea as a type of baptism through which God’s 
people are delivered from their greatest enemies: sin, death and the devil! Paul speaks of this 
in our Epistle reading when he says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4). 

What a comfort it is to know that we who are baptized in Jesus’ name are assured of His 
forgiveness, life and protection against not only the dangers and all evil in the world around 
us (whether it be covid, cancer, or even crucifixion, like some of God’s people in terrorist 
countries), but also from the evil, sinful nature within us. Whenever they rise up against us 
and seek to consume us, we have a sure refuge, the promise of God which He gives us in His 
Word and Baptism; namely that we are His. “I have called you by name, you are mine!”  

What is it that gives us inner peace? Is it eastern meditation which try’s to rid our minds 
of all our worries, troubles and fears (like the person who get’s drunk), only to wake up to the 
same troubles? Or, is it God’s Spirit working through the promises of God, as we read, hear 
and meditate on them, to create and strengthen our faith in our almighty and loving God’s 
promise, “You are mine!” Let me close by illustrating that promise in the Children’s sermon. 



[Children’s Sermon] When two people, like Andrea and me, are married, it’s traditional 
in this country, after we promise each other our love and faithfulness, to do what? The man 
and his wife kiss each other. This is not only a public expression of our love for each other, 
but it’s also a public way of letting other people know that she’s mine and I’m hers. We 
belong to each other, we’re family, like you and your parents. Therefore, if someone tries to 
take Andrea away from me, I’m going to do all in my power to stop them. And your parents 
will do the same for you, if anyone try’s to take you away from them. 

Something similar happens when we’re Baptized. Through God’s promise and the water 
of Holy Baptism, He in a sense kisses you and tells you and the world, “Your are mine.” 
That also means that God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is yours! He put His name on you 
at your Baptism. God is reminding you of that, and your are reminding others of that, every 
time you make the sign of the cross on yourself when you hear of say, “in the name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” God is reminding you and you are letting 
other people know, that you are a child of God who is with you and will protect you. 

So, when the troubles and trouble makers of this world make it look like they are taking 
you away from God, remember your baptism into Jesus who died on a cross and rose from 
the dead to save you. Was the devil, working through other people to kill Jesus on a cross, 
more powerful than Jesus? No! He rose from the dead and promises to always be with us to 
take us through all the troubles of this world and to our eternal home with Him. 

When times get tough, think about these things. “I am baptized into Christ!” (LSB #594). This 
means that Almighty God has called you my name and said, “You are mine!” And Your 
crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, is more powerful than anything or 
anyone who tries to take you away from Him. This Good News is what gives us inner and 
eternal peace.  

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


