
January 2, 2022 2 Christmas 

The Ugly Christmas Truth 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before him.  
In love 5 he predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the kind intention of his will, 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 
which he lavished on us.  In all wisdom and insight 9 he made known to us the mystery 
of his will, according to his kind intention which he purposed in him 10 with a view to 
an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.  In him 11 also we have 
obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to his purpose who works 
all things after the counsel of his will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope 
in Christ would be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him, you also, after listening to the 
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation – having also believed, you were sealed 
in him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, 
with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory. 

Pastors try to dig into the minutia of Biblical teaching from the small text of the Bible for the day.  In so doing 
we could miss the obvious.  Let’s step far back and take a broad look at this:

Sin caused Christmas! 
____________________________________________ 

Adam (means mankind – one of those minutia points) was created holy and blameless before God … 
but ate, died / separated from God! (because of sin)      God promised to make people holy and blameless again.  
So, watch for God’s action in their ‘seed’ – future descendants.          Big, broad picture:  Sin caused Christmas! 
____________________________________________ 

then Sin tried to keep Christmas from happening 
____________________________________________ 

Cain kills Abel  Cain is exiled and his descendants are … well, like father like sons! (Ch 4) Could the be the 
elimination of the “woman’s seed”?  Christmas almost did not happen! 
Interesting thought! But,  Seth is born!  Seth’s descendants are only eternally cursed by God, and some are even 
anticipating God keeping his promise. 
But not many!  The eternal curse shows itself in time (again and again) — the whole world grows terribly 
corrupt 
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Gen 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The Lord was sorry that he had made man on the 
earth, and he was grieved in his heart. 7 The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” (Christmas almost did not happen!)  8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

After the flood, things did not get better.  Right out of the ark, Ham earns a curse for God.  His descendants 
were Cush, Egypt, Libya, and Canaan – fathers of the Canaanites and Egyptians leading to the Babylonians, 
Assyrians, Philistines, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, and a bunch of other ‘ites’.  All these are in constant 
conflict with, and really bent on destroying God’s people.  Christmas almost did not happen! 
Oh, and God’s people?  Who are they?  The new people who were saved from perishing in the flood grew in 
numbers – and arrogance – to the point of defying God.  God considered all their antics as Babel.  He parted 
their company into tribes that did not love or trust, but feared each other.  They migrated to the ends of the earth. 
In order to keep his promise, God chose one of these tribe to be his people.  They were to reunite people under 
God.  Abraham was the patriarch of this tribe.  God promised him a son in his old age, and promised that from 
this son would come this savior. (so far we have only gone through 12 chapters of Genesis!) 
Abraham trusted God – a little!  He moved to the land promised him by God.  In spite of God’s promise he lied 
to protect his life – TWICE!  He tried to give away part of the land (to Lot) that was promised to him and his 
descendants.  Because of wars with those descendants of Ham, Abraham trusted in treaties, made with nations 
that did not worship God, more than he trusted in God.  He doubted God so much that God had to give him a 
physical sign of the veracity of his promise!  Sarah was getting old and had no child, so Abraham tried to help 
God keep his promise by having a child with Hagar.  Christmas almost did not happen! 
You might say in spite of Abraham, Isaac is born.  Isaac continued in the ways of his father, but none the less 
gave birth to Jacob and Esau.  Esau was the patriarch of the Edomites which added to the wars with the ‘ites’ 
that Jacob’s descendants, Israel, would have to endure (like – Amalekites).  Jacob, strange as it may seem after 
deception and treachery (Christmas almost did not happen!), is blessed by God and has twelve sons. 
The twelve sons’ treacheries were many including even murder and massacrer.  They even would have killed 
their own brother, but instead sold him into slavery.  The blessing falls to Judah ( the 4th son) because of these 
actions.  Judah’s sexual escapades are recorded in a Jewish genealogy in Matthew, 1:3 “Judah was the father of 
Perez and Zerah by Tamar, …”  Perez, son of a non-descendant of Abraham, is an ancestor of King David!  
Christmas almost did not happen! 
God in his wisdom (and patience) used Joseph in Egypt to help preserve Jacob’s family during a famine.  The 
Israelites, apparently because of Joseph, were living the good life in Egypt for awhile.  … They far overstayed 
their welcome and ended up in slavery.  Christmas almost did not happen! 
God called Moses and restored his people to the promised land.  Matthew’s (Jewish) genealogy includes Rahab, 
thought to be the harlot in Jericho.  She was the mother of Boaz who later marries the Moabite Ruth who became 
the mother of Obed, the grandfather of David.  King David (years into his reign) had Uriah murdered.  He took the 
widow, Bathsheba, to be his wife.  She was the mother of Solomon.  The succession of Kings in Israel, the 
division of Israel – many stories of how Christmas almost did not happen! (interested?  how much time can I have?) 

Judah (the southern kingdom) became so far from faithfulness to God that, after many warnings from the 
prophets, God had them taken into captivity – for about 50 years.  Christmas almost did not happen! 
But God again rescued them and restored their nation.  An angel appeared to a young, engaged woman telling 
her that she would be the mother of the Messiah.  Her first response?  “How can this be?”  (Christmas almost did 
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not happen!)  An angel tells Joseph that Mary was pregnant — by God!  (Christmas almost did not happen!)  Then a 
seventy mile trip for this pregnant woman to a town with no room for them.  (Christmas almost did not happen!) (I’m 
surprised Mary lived through the ordeal!  I’m surprise Mary did not kill Joseph for not getting reservations!  
Many women are surprised that Joseph even found Bethlehem!) 

The baby was birthed and nursed in a not-so-sterile place normally for animals!  (Christmas almost did not happen!) 
Divine action called the lowliest of Jews (shepherds) to a manger, and directed the wisest of Gentiles (magi) to a 
ghetto called Bethlehem through a royal palace side trip.  (Christmas almost did not happen!) 
Fearful Herod the King (of a BABY), kills all the children under two in Bethlehem!  (Christmas almost did not happen!) 
Jesus grew to be ridiculed, scorned, rejected and crucified!  It seemed that ‘Christmas, even though it had 
happened, might have happened to what end?!’ 
____________________________________________ 

How about for you?  Did sin try to keep Christmas from happening for you? 
____________________________________________ 

Did Christmas happen for you … or just the holiday?    Did you rush to see this thing that has come to pass?   
Did you see this image of the Almighty God who by a word called all things into being, and by a word can 
cause them all to cease — an infant lying in the feeding trough!  Did you peer into HIS infant eyes and there see 
God’s love for you?!  Did you tell everyone you saw what you had seen, just at it has been told to you?  Did you 
in the midst of the annual tradition of consumption, find the time to see and hear and taste and touch and smell 
the gift of gifts and the feast of feasts which fills all of life’s activities with meaning, purpose, joy and hope? 
OR,  did Christmas only ALMOST happen for you? 
____________________________________________ 

Ha-ha-halleluia!  Sin could not stop Christmas from happening! 
____________________________________________ 

Look closely and see!  See – God with you!  Take this home: 

1. God made the world and everything in it, and it was good!  God knew that Adam and Eve were going to eat 
of the tree from which he had forbidden them to eat.  In love God made Adam and Eve anyway, and selected 
a random tree as a dead end choice for them!  “I would not have done that!  Why did he do that?”  Along 
with Adam and Eve, you weren’t listening either!   God loves   … them,    … the world,    … even you! 

2. God’s will finds a way!  Can you wrap your mind around the truth that the Bible is really a record of 
humanities’ unfaithfulness to God, AND God’s faithfulness to us!  Recounting a few of these events is a 
marked testimony to God insight and wisdom.  “4 … He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we would be holy and blameless before him.  In love 5 he predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the kind intention of his will, 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”  This is Paul’s way of telling you that God wants us to be 
holy and blameless before him;  God made you holy and blameless before him;  in his own dear Son he 
again makes you holy and blameless before him. 

3. Knowing God’s Word and doing it always beats the alternative.  Adam and Eve tried a different route!  The 
result?  Christmas happened!  All the Biblical characters we mentioned tried their own different routes!  The 
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result?  Christmas almost did not happen!  Not so good — at least not so good unless they got back on the 
HIGHway! (the way form on high!)  What if Mary, or Joseph, had tried a different route rather than the 
HIGHway?  … Who knows?  But, they followed the way from on high, and, as improbable as it may have 
seemed, they traveled this route laid out for them!  Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and heed it! 

4. Which brings us to another lesson:  in spite of what you think you see, God knows what he is doing!  Go 
ahead and ask the question(s) on your mind, but, remember the second reason why we call him Father.  His 
answer is just like your answer to your children’s questions, and that answer is: “Because I said so!”  Logic 
will not give you insight into what God is doing!  What you often will find is that God’s answer to the big 
questions is way above your ‘need to know’!  What God is doing might be construed by you as scary, 
leading in directions you otherwise would never consider going — like the Magi, or Mary-Joseph-and Jesus. 

5. God’s gift of Christmas is a story of grace.  Not only did mankind not deserve God’s love, but they even had 
no room for God.  Even if God’s approval rating is lower than your favorite politician’s approval rating, 
your approval rating with God remains the same — you are his never-to-be -disinherited-child, to the praise 
of his glory!  That’s a promise made to Adam and Eve;   a promise made to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob;   
a covenant made with David;   a fulfillment shared with harlots, Moabites, gentiles far away, Jews a stones 
throw away, men, women, dutiful, and doubters, interested or even curious. 

____________________________________________ 

Sin cannot stop Christmas from happening! 
____________________________________________ 

6. Christmas is not an event that is now over for another year.  Christmas is God’s plan for you and all people.  
It is his love come close to you to show you your inheritance.  God is actively present always and 
everywhere to accomplish this – his purpose.  His power can stand against the author of sin who would love 
to make sure Christmas does not happen.  Satan really wants you to miss what he had to watch!  That baby 
rose out of that manger, tossed aside the stone, and ascended to take his rightful place on the throne as King 
of kings and Lord of lords forever and ever!  That happened!  Don’t miss it lest you forget it and leave your 
reservation for the Feast unfilled.         … AND, while your thinking about it, invite others! 

____________________________________________ 

Sin caused Christmas!  Sin tries to keep Christmas from happening! 

That’s the Ugly Christmas Truth! 

Sin always fails — God never fails!  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