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"Behold, your king is coming to you!" 

 

Luther preaching on what it means that I believe in Jesus Christ.   

 

“If you are asked, What do you mean when you say, “I believe in Jesus Christ”? answer: I mean by this 

that I believe that Jesus Christ, the true Son of God, has become my Lord. How? By freeing me from 

death, sin, hell, and all evil. For before I had no king and lord; the devil was our lord and king; blindness, 

death, sin, the flesh, and the world were our lords whom we served. Now they have all been driven out 

and in their stead there has been given to us the Lord Christ, who is the Lord of righteousness, salvation, 

and all good. And this article you hear preached constantly, especially on Sundays, as for example, 

“Behold, your king is coming to you.” Therefore, you must believe in Jesus, that he has become your Lord, 

that is, that he has redeemed you from death and sin and received you into his bosom.  

 

Therefore I have rightly said that the first article [of the Apostles’ Creed] teaches the creation and the 

second redemption. For after we had been created, the devil deceived us and became our Lord. But now 

Christ frees us from death, the devil, and sin and gives us righteousness, life, faith, power, salvation, and 

wisdom.” 
(LW AE 51:164 via Doxology) 

 

It’s a great blessing that our Savior came not only as the incarnate Jesus Christ at the time He was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, but that He continues to come to us through the 

preaching of His Word and the administration of His Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 

Through these means of God’’s grace He enable us to believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior, and sustains 

our faith in Him until He returns on the Last Day to raise us up body and soul and give us the final stage 

of our eternal life with Him in paradise. 

 

All thanks, praise, and glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
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"People, Look East” 

(One and All Rejoice, #173) 

 

Biblical citations in the hymnal:  Matthew 24:27, 36, 45-46; 2 Peter 1:19; Luke 2:8-14 

 

Matthew 24:27, 36, 45-46: 27For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man…36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only…45“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom 

his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46Blessed is that 

servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 

 

 2 Peter 1:19: And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts.  

 

Luke 2:8-14:  "And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

+++++++++++++++ 

 

This hymn in our children’s hymnal (One and All Rejoice) was adapted from a hymn originally written 

by Eleanor Farjeon in 1928. It speaks of everyone preparing for our Savior’s arrival. Stanza one speaks 

of people preparing their homes for our Lord Jesus as the long awaited “guest.” Stanza two speaks of 

nature preparing the way for Jesus as “the rose.” Stanza three speaks of the heavens preparing the way 

for Jesus as “the star.” And stanza 4 speaks of the angels announcing that Jesus is coming as the “Lord” 

to “bring new life on earth.” Since this adaption leaves out a questionable stanza in the original hymn, 

it provides another four part hymn to sing as we light the four candles of our advent wreath at church 

and at home. 



Baptismal Birthdays 
Cornelia Reynolds—December 3rd 

Audrey Kruger—December 6th 

Michael Guerra—December 7th 

Samuel Bachman—December 15th 

Kathy Bieth—December 18th 

LeeAnn Sinner—December 21st 

Madyson Scarbrough—December 23rd 

Mark Thiebaud—December 24th 

Pastor Van Fossan—December 30th 

Ayla Kruger—December 30th 

Sandy Oeltjenbruns—December 31st 

Levi Weber—December 31st 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Bruce & Jeanne Nelson—December 10th 

John & Bobbi Koppes—December 26th 

Dave & Linda Wacker—December 28th 

Cody & Ruby Weber—December 31st 

 

Carol Rustebakke—December 3rd 

Devona Henderson—December 4th 

Sarah Tunget—December 10th 

Herb Kruger—December 10th 

Levi Weber—December 11th 

Michael Althaus—December 19th 

Aaron Clubb—December 20th 

Austin Althaus—December 21st 

Ruby Weber—December 23rd 

Sarah Fischer—December 25th 

Cody Weber—December 30th 

 

Birthdays 

Redeemer Lutherans attendance figures and financial blessings that were given for the month of  

November to further maintain the Lord’s ministry.        

Date                     Attendance          Communicants           Offerings Received                  Needed Operating 

                                                                                          Gen./Designated Funds                   Budget 

11-7- 2021                  92                           70                           $4,172.88/$219.00                        $4,455.06 

11-14-2021                 91                            72                          $3,247.00/$2,433.089                   $4,455.06 

11-21-2021                 67                            51                          $2,766.00/$2,060.00.00                 $4,455.06 

11-24-2021  18          16   $347.00 

 

THE LORD’S MINISTRY 



WHY IS JESUS  BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS? 

 

Santa lives at the North Pole . . . 

JESUS is everywhere! 

 

Santa rides in a sleigh . . . 

JESUS rides on the wind and walks on water! 

 

Santa comes but once a year . . . 

JESUS is an ever present help! 

 

Santa fills your stockings with goodies . . . 

JESUS supplies all your needs! 

 

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited . . . 

JESUS stands at your door and knocks 

And then enters your heart! 

 

You have to wait in line to see Santa . . . 

JESUS is as close as the mention of His name! 

 

Santa lets you sit on his lap . . . 

JESUS lets you rest in His arms! 

 

Santa doesn’t know your name. 

All he can say is, 

“Hi little boy or girl, what’s your name?” 

JESUS knew our name before we did! 

Not only does He know our name, 

He knows our history and future, and 

He even knows how many hairs are on our heads! 

 

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly . . . 

JESUS has a heart full of love! 

 

All Santa can say is HO HO HO . . . 

JESUS offers health, hope and happiness! 

 

Santa says, “You better not cry” . . . 

Jesus says, “Cast all your cares on me for I care for you!” 

 

Santa’s little helpers make toys . . . 

JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, 

Repairs broken homes, and builds mansions! 

 

Santa may make you chuckle, but . . . 

JESUS gives you joy that is your strength. 

 



Life Thoughts in the Church Year 

December 5 – Advent II – God’s deeds give every member of our race a right to life (Psalm 66:5, 9). He 

creates us in our mother’s womb. He redeems us even as embryos. He calls us all into His everlasting 

family. Our life is a masterpiece He Himself commences and completes (Philippians 1:6). No sizes, skills, 

or circumstances on our part can impair or improve the value He has invested in us and our neighbors. 

December 12 – Advent III – Our Savior embodies a God who does not just tolerate us in our physical 

weaknesses. He favors those who need Him the most (Luke 7:22), and that makes the Gospel the opposite 

of abortion and physician-assisted suicide. Is there any reality in which we may rejoice more than this 

(Philippians 4:4)? Why would we find this message offensive (Luke 7:23)? And why should we deny 

anyone else the delight by staying silent about it? 

December 19 – Advent IV – The Scriptures clearly declare the liveliness our Lord brings even when 

unborn (Luke 1:41). Not only does He bestow this love explicitly upon every embryo, but He makes it a 

reason for rejoicing (Luke 1:44). Let the whole world think us fools (Psalm 80:6) – only let us still leap, 

delight, and speak loudly in celebration of the sanctity of life! 

December 26 – St. Stephen, Martyr – Any message that only placates the culture cannot lay claim to 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Matthew 23:34). The power of His Word will have consequences for us and stir 

up passionate reactions in those who hear it (Acts 6:54, 57). But our insistence that they know of His 

grace and forgiveness (Acts 6:60)—especially applied to life issues—will capture attention to how He loves 

and saves every human being. 

 
NEWS FROM REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

 
   

At the end of this month we will be half-way through the school year! The teachers at Redeemer 
Lutheran School have high expectations of their students, and the students have grown academically and 
learned a lot of very important things.  Most importantly, they continue to learn about God’s love in 
sending Jesus, their Savior from sin.   

 
The students and their families will celebrate Jesus’ birth with a Christmas program on Thursday 

evening, Dec. 9, at 6:00 p.m. You are invited to join us. 
 
This month RLS students are studying Christmas traditions and customs around the world, 

including Germany, Sweden, Italy, Australia, Canada, and Mexico. Did you know that many families in 
Japan eat roasted chicken (from KFC!) and sponge cake with strawberries and whipped cream for 
Christmas dinner? Turkeys are hard to find in Japan and their ovens are very small.  The red strawberries 
and white cream are the colors of the Japanese flag. 
 

The Parish School Board is extremely grateful for all the support from congregational members 
and others who share the goal of providing a nurturing Christian environment of academic excellence for 
all the students. If you are interested in seeing what is happening in our school, please contact Mr. Jace 
Holden to arrange a visit.  
 

If you shop at Natural Grocers--or wish to give someone a gift card to the store--please consider 

participating in a fundraising program which will benefit Redeemer Lutheran School at no additional cost 
to you.  The gift cards are available for purchase in increments of $25, $50 and $100 from Paul and 

Sharon Althaus and can be used at any Natural Grocers store, including the stores in Montrose and Grand 

Junction. Our school receives 5% of the monetary value of the gift cards. 


