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The book of Revelation is viewed by many as difficult to understand. But if read and 
understood in the context of both the Old and NT, God’s revelation of this world’s end is a 
great comfort to His persecuted Church. That’s why Jesus encouraged His disciples, in our 
Gospel reading, to “abide” in His word—to read/mark/learn and inwardly digest or take to 
heart His word—especially the “eternal gospel” of Jesus Christ, who died on the cross in 
payment for our sins and rose from the dead for our eternal salvation. Through this Good 
News, God Himself will “set you free” from all the sorrows and worries of this life. 

At the pastor’s conference I attend the week before last, the main speaker, Dr. Reed 
Lessing, summarized the main message of his recently published book, “Overcoming Life’s 
Sorrows.” It’s based on the OT book of Jeremiah which, like the book of Revelation, is 
consistent in it’s proclamation of the main focus of the entire Bible: the “eternal gospel. In 
the light of Jesus’ death in payment for our sins, and His resurrection from the dead for our 
eternal salvation, Jesus assures us that the end (death) is not the end for God’s people. 

When God’s people in Jeremiah’s day witnessed the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians, were exiled from their homes in the promised land and held 
captive in the pagan/demonic nation of Babylon, it certainly looked like the end. After all, 
the people had ignored God’s warning, through His prophet Jeremiah, that this would 
happen if they didn’t repent of their idolatrous ways—their worship of the things of this 
world instead of God. Had God finally abandon them? It certainly looked that way. 

The same was true in Luther’s day. Since the days of Jeremiah, a general term for the 
enemies of God and His people was the Babylonians. That’s why Luther, in his book “The 
Babylonian Captivity of the Church,” accused the leaders of the Roman church as being the 
Babylonians of his day, of holding God’s people captive like the Babylonians of Jeremiah’s 
day. But instead of using swords of steel to hold God’s people captive, they had replaced 
the sword of the Spirit, the “eternal gospel” of salvation through Jesus Christ, with the 
demonic teaching that we share in the glory of our salvation through our good works. This 
false teaching robbed people of their freedom from sin, death, and the devil through faith in 
Jesus Christ, and made them prisoners of the Law again. For if our salvation depends in 
any way, shape, or form on our obedience to God’s Law, then we’re doomed! “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” And “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

You may feel the same way in the midst of some of the sorrows or troubles you 
experience in your personal and family life, and which we are all currently experiencing 
among the Babylonians of our day in our nation, parts of the church, and our own sinful 
nature. But remember, even when things look terminal, the end is not the end for God’s 
people. This is the comfort God has given us through the “eternal gospel,” Jesus’ death in 
payment for our sins, and His resurrection from the dead for our eternal salvation. 

The “angel/messenger” in our first reading who proclaimed this “eternal gospel” to 
all “who dwell on the earth,” reminds us of God’s messengers of the “eternal gospel” of 
all ages—people, like Martin Luther, who were convinced through God’s Word that, as St. 
Paul wrote in our Epistle reading, even though all people have “sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,” we at the same time are “justified by [God’s] grace as a gift through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” The fact that God’s redemption is a “gift” means that it 
is something we have not earned but have been given by our gracious and loving Savior. 
He earned our eternal salvation by His perfect obedience, and His blood/death on the cross. 



Through our God given faith in this Good News, this “eternal gospel,” God enables 
us to not let the troubles in this world and in our lives define. We’re not the eternal “woe is 
me” people of this world. Neither does God let our troubles destroy us. Instead, through our 
God given faith in His “eternal gospel,” God works through the good and bad times of our 
lives in this world to develop us into “wow is me” people, bold proclaimers of the awesome 
message of the “eternal gospel.” 

In the midst of the radical changes taking place today in the area of politics, society, and 
various parts of the church, there is a strong push for us to compromise this “eternal gospel” 
by mixing it with some of the ways of the world in order to make it more palatable. The push 
toward compromise was certainly pressed upon Luther in his day. Listen to what Luther says 
of such compromise: “The suggestion that is now being made by certain ‘wise’ men is wrong and futile. 
They want to mediate and bring about a compromise between us and our opponents…They say that…for 
the sake of peace and unity we should somewhat moderate our demands and approach to each other, the 
one side yielding a point to the other…[In effect, mixing truth with error.] “No, not so” [Luther 
continues]. “For you hear that St. Paul would not mix even a small quantity of yeast with the good dough. 
God had forbidden it. For it works its way through and through and corrupts everything…Such a teaching of 
hodgepodge and patchwork is not to be tolerated in the Christian Church (WLS, III, 4417; see also Revelation 22:18-19). 

We pray that God would continue to strengthen our faith through the “eternal gospel” 
in His Word and Sacraments, that we, like Jeremiah, Luther, and countless others within the 
Church, will continue steadfast in the confession of His “eternal gospel,” and, by the grace 
of God, be willing to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it. For it’s only the 
Good News of Jesus’ death in payment for our sins, and His resurrection from the dead for 
our eternal salvation, that we and others can be sure that the end is not the end for God’s 
people—for those who trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior. “For if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.”  

[Children’s Sermon] Do you see these two letters on the sail of this boat? They are two 
letters of the Greek alphabet. How many of you know this letter A. In Greek they call this 
letter Alpha. That’s the first letter or the beginning of their alphabet and ours. 

What’s this letter Ω? In the Greek this letter is called Omega. It’s the last letter of the 
Greek alphabet, like our letter Z. Why do you suppose these two letters are on the sail of 
this ship? They are two names for Jesus. In the last book and chapter of the Bible, Jesus 
said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
Jesus, as the Son of God, was with His Father and and the Holy Spirit in the beginning 
when they (working together as one God) created all things, including you and me. 

But what’s going to happen to this world on the Last Day? It’s going to be like this 
sand. I want each of you to take a handful of sand and let it sift through your fingers. In the 
end, whether we die today or the world comes to an end today, we will not be able to hang 
on to any of the things in this world, including our life in this world. It will end. 

But there’s good news. Who will continue to be with us in the end? Jesus, who is the 
end that never ends! He who helped create us in the beginning, and gave us eternal life 
through our Baptism and faith in Him—will raise us up out of the sand or ashes to live with 
Him forever! 

For us who have faith in Jesus, who died on a cross to pay for our sins, and rose from 
the dead for our eternal salvation, the end of this world and our life in it will be the end of 
our troubles in this world, and “the beginning”—the beginning of our new life in paradise 
where there will be no more pain or death, but only eternal life with the whole family of 
God in Jesus Christ, who is “the beginning and the end” who has no end. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


