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THE SPIRTUALITY OF THE CROSS 

Today is an age of both unbelief and hyper-spirituality. Many feel that religion is fine as long as it 

is safely interior, as long as it is vague and immaterial. But to say that the Bible (a physical book), 

or that the Word of God preached from a pulpit (sound waves vibrating in the air), is the means by 

which the Holy Spirit creates faith and saves souls, sounds very “unspiritual” to many. 

 

Yet, the Word of God also speaks of other tangible Means of Grace, which, by the power of that 

same written and spoken Word, also convey Christ and create faith. These are the sacraments: 

Baptism and Holy Communion. Lutheran spirituality is a sacramental spirituality, centered in the 

conviction that the Holy Spirit actually descends in the waters of Baptism and that Christ is really 

present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. 

 

The Word’s Presence in Baptism and Communion 

 

It is certainly very odd that water, bread, and wine should have such significance—though per-

haps it is no more odd than that ink on paper and sound waves should convey the Word of the infi-

nite God. But Lutherans believe that the Gospel is conveyed, objectively, when a human being, 

even an infant, is baptized. The Gospel is also conveyed, objectively, when the Lord’s Supper is en-

acted and the communicant is fed with bread and wine, in which is present the actual body and 

blood of Jesus Christ given for the forgiveness of sins. These are astounding claims. But they are 

more examples of the objectivity (not the subjectivity) of God’s grace and our justification by faith. 

https://blog.cph.org/study/luthers-catechism-series-the-sacrament-of-baptism
https://blog.cph.org/study/luthers-catechism-series-the-lords-supper


Just as God was present in His temple with the children of Israel, sustaining them with worship 

and sacrifices, so He is present today in His Church. The Word of God not only justifies sinners 

individually but also calls them together into the body of the Church. The Holy Spirit is strongly 

at work in local congregations, unlikely as it may sometimes seem, as the pastor proclaims the 

Word and teaches and applies it to his people. That Word is also operative in the life of the 

Church, in a particularly personal and intimate way, when the pastor baptizes and when he feeds 

his flock with the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Connecting Baptism to the Resurrection 

 

“Baptism . . . now saves you,” says the Bible. “Not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an ap-

peal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). Such 

words are clear and cannot be explained away. Baptism does save, not as a merely physical wash-

ing but because it connects us to the resurrection of Christ. Baptism does something. Paul could 

hardly be more explicit: 

 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 

been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection 

like His” (Romans 6:3–5). 

 

According to this Scripture passage, Baptism unites a person to Christ, specifically, to His death 

and resurrection. When we are baptized, we enter into His death. When we are baptized, we are 

buried with Him. When we are baptized, we are united with Him in His resurrection. 

 

Having Faith in Your Baptism 

 

These are strong words. Lutherans are taught to have faith in God’s Word rather than to try to 

interpret it away. To be baptized is to die—with Christ—and rise again. It is the link between 

now, this time and place, and Golgotha and the empty tomb. Someone who has been baptized can 

have the assurance that he or she has a share in Christ’s death and resurrection. Someone who 

has been baptized has been born again. 

 

Certainly, Lutherans believe in the necessity of a personal faith. They also reject the rather magi-

cal view of Baptism, the view that it saves by virtue of the act itself. “How can water do such great 

things?” is the obvious question in Luther’s Small Catechism. “Certainly not just water, but the 

word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of 

God in the water.”  

 

Nor is Baptism a human work, some ceremony that placates God. Baptism—like every other sav-

ing act—is not our work but the work of God. As Luther explains in the Large Catechism, “To be 

baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by men, but by God Himself. Therefore, although it is 

performed by human hands, it is still truly God’s own work.” 

 
Post adapted from The Spirituality of the Cross (3rd. edition), by Gene Edward Veith, Jr., copyright © 2021 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 

https://blog.cph.org/study/hope-in-the-resurrection
https://www.cph.org/p-32272-luthers-small-catechism-with-explanation-2017-edition.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-17539-luthers-large-catechism-with-study-questions.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-34451-the-spirituality-of-the-cross-third-edition.aspx


“WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER” 
One and All Rejoice (OAR) 337 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Hymn of the Month for November is a “Harvest and Thanksgiving” hymn from our new children’s hymn, 

which is also a favorite harvest hymn in England. It was written by Matthias Claudius (1740-1815) who was 

the son of a Lutheran pastor in Germany.   

 

One of the sections of the Bible that this hymn is based on is Matthew 6:25-33, which are good words to re-

member in these troubled times: 

 

Jesus said: “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 

about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 

birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 

you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 

And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 

of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you 

of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 

we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 

Hymn of the Month 



If you shop at Natural Grocers, please consider participating in a fundraising program which will benefit Re-

deemer Lutheran School at no additional cost to you.    

Here’s how it works:   

• Gift cards can be purchased in increments of $25, $50 and $100 from Sharon Althaus. 

 

• Use the gift cards to pay for your purchases at any Natural Grocers store, including the stores in Montrose 

and Grand Junction.  

 

• After you spend the entire amount of the gift card, you can purchase more gift cards.  

 

• Our school will receive 5% of the monetary value of the gift cards. 

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon or Paul Althaus. Thank you! 

Redeemer Lutheran School 

 Redeemer Lutheran School has completed the first quarter of the school year and our student enroll-

ment has increased to 21 students in Kindergarten through Grade 5. Lots of learning and growing is happening 

in the classroom, on the playground, on field trips and in chapel! 

 

Field trips in October included visits to the pumpkin patch in Delta and the Ute Indian Museum, where 

the older students experienced informative exhibits and hands-on learning about the history and culture of the 

Ute tribe of Native Americans. 

 

The students will assist in preparing a Thanksgiving meal for the last hot lunch in November before the 

week-long Thanksgiving break. We are grateful for the donations and food items that have been provided for 

our Wednesday hot lunches. 

 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations operate 880 elementary schools, which serve approxi-

mately 113,000 students. Lutheran schools design curriculum, present lessons, disciple children and partner 

with parents in a completely different way than public schools. Because the Bible teaches that God is the au-

thor of life and the creator of everything that is, God is revealed in everything that happens at our Lutheran 

schools—relationships, all subjects, and every aspect of life.   Thank you for your generous gifts, support, and 

prayers, which enable Redeemer Lutheran School to share with our students every day the Good News that Je-

sus is their Savior! 

THANKSGIVING MEAL 2021  

Thanksgiving Meal for 2021 is planned for November 21st at 6 p.m. Please use the sign up sheets in the nar-

thex, help to set up, bring food and clean up. Followed by the “Pie Auction”. Start baking!  



Natalie Jordan—November 5 

Jackie Robirds—November 9 

Chuck Sidor—November 9 

Michael Guerra—November 10 

Hannah Wacker—November 11 

Kasey Sidor—November 14 

Ralph Seeley—November 22 

Frank Candelaria—November 24 

Samuel Buchman—November 25 

James Brewster—November 25 

Tom Nagoda—November 27 

Marie Buchholz—November 28 

Birthdays 
Baptismal Birthdays 

Gordon Wagner—November 6 

Mary Hinz—November 7 

Sandy Holden—November 10 

Char Waggoner—November12 

John Koppes—November 15 

Alisha Clubb—November 15 

Kasey Sidor—November 18 

Mary Miller—November 19 

Jordan Oeltjenbruns—November 20 

Renee` Beck—November 24 

Hannah Wacker—November 24 

Zach Weber—November 25 

Eveli Strassle—November 28 

Wedding  

Anniversaries 

Herb & Holly Kruger—November 11 

Redeemer Lutherans attendance figures and financial blessings that were given for the month of         

October to further maintain the Lord’s ministry.        

Date                    Attendance         Communicants            Offerings Received                  Needed Operating 

                                                                                          Gen./Designated Funds                   Budget 

10-3 -2021                   111                    74                          $3,8768.50$356.00                            $4,455.06 

10-10 -2021                  99      77            $5,044.50$730.00                              $4,455.06 

10-17-2021          85                      70                          $4,925.60/$1,100.00                         $4,455.06 

10-24 -2021       98                      75                $3,715.85/$7,485.00                         $4,455.06             

 

THE LORD’S MINISTRY 

 



November 7 – Pentecost XXIV (Proper 27B) – We need neither trust in princes nor fear public opin-

ion (Psalm 146:3-4), as all these things operate and end under our Heavenly Father’s authority. When 

we cannot care for a child or keep ourselves alive (1 Kings 17:12), we don’t have to surrender to pres-

sures, politics, verdicts, or laws. Instead, we entrust ourselves to Him whose abundance even our afflic-

tions cannot exhaust (1 Kings 17:14-16)—and we invite our neighbors to do the same. 

November 14 – Pentecost XXV (Proper 28B) – Little time remains for repentance now that fathers 

deliver children to death and children rise up against parents (Mark 13:12). We have the assurance that 

the Holy Spirit speaks salvation through our witness to the sanctity of life (Mark 13:11). Let us stir up 

one another to love (Hebrews 10:24) by declaring that Jesus saves from the sin of abortion (Hebrews 

10:17-18). 

November 21 – Last Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 29B) – The sanctity of every human life in-

volves far more than personal choices or political issues. We have the chance to snatch sisters and broth-

ers from destruction (Jude 23) in the epic battle between good and evil. And the Lord’s Words do not re-

quire our anger to prevail (Psalm 93:4), so let us engage every neighbor with mercy to untangle their 

confusion (Jude 22). Receive them as gifts and treat them as privileges just like our Father treasures us. 

November 28 – Advent I – A human being’s dignity doesn’t come from her age, her appearance, or her 

abilities. Rather, “the Lord is our righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:16), as He creates, redeems, and calls 

worth and purpose into every life from fertilization to forever. Even those who have undergone abortions 

may know His salvation because He remembers not the sins of our youth (Psalm 25:3) for Jesus’ sake. 

Trusting Him, nobody has to feel ashamed about surprise pregnancy or terminal diagnosis (Psalm 25:3). 

Life Thoughts in the Church Year 


