
Some Commentary on the Liturgy and other worship practices. 

Before we begin the Divine Service, let me speak briefly about why pastor’s, like myself, 
wear things like clerical collars and vestments? The dark clerical shirt reminds the pastor and 
those who see him that he is a sinner who needs Jesus, just like everyone else. The white tab 
over my throat, where my voice comes from, reminds me and others who hear me tell the truth 
about Jesus that the words are not from me. They are God’s words from the Bible, therefore they 
are pure and have the power to make us pure. 

This white robe, which covers my black clothes is called an alb, and is meant to remind us 
that through God’s Word and Baptism God makes us pure by covering/ forgiving all our sins. 
And this colored band of cloth is called a stole. It usually matches the altar cloth as the Church 
Year changes. Wearing this marks me as your pastor, whom God has called through you to speak 
His word. 

What will be happening in the Divine Service today is what will be happening among God 
and His people for all eternity, which is one reason it’s called a “foretaste of the feast to come.” 
During the Divine Service we are joined to an ongoing feast in the presence of God, His angels, 
and with all the company of heaven. Here is where heaven touches earth. 

The Divine Service begins with the Invocation—the words: “In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Through these words of God from Matthew 28:19, God 
Himself, using my voice, invokes (calls forth) His presence in His Church. God promises in 
Exodus 20:34, “Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you.” 

The Invocation also reminds us of the new birth of Baptism, when God put His name on us, 
claiming us as His own. Each time we hear these words they are meant to remind us that God 
has made us His children, and He has not changed His mind. 

As we, by the grace of God, stand in His presence, the next part of the service, the 
Confession and Absolution, puts us in mind of our sins and our Savior. In the Confession, we 
confess before God that we are sinners who deserve His eternal judgement. The Absolution, like 
Baptism, is pure Gospel, through which God gives us His forgiveness. His words do what they 
say. When the pastor, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, speaks God’s word of 
forgiveness as commanded by God, you are assured by God that your sins are forgiven. Jesus 
told His called apostles, “The one who hears you hears me” (John 20:23). 
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We heard in our Gospel reading about a man named Bartimaeus who was blind. 
Even though Bartimaeus couldn’t at first see Jesus with his physical eyes, it sounds like 
he did know something about Jesus that many people who could see Jesus with their 
physical eyes didn’t known. By calling Jesus the “Son of David,” it sounds like blind 
Bartimaeus knew and believe that Jesus was God’s promised Savior from sin, death and 
the devil. 

And when Bartimaeus asked Jesus to “have mercy” on him, it also sounds like he 
also knew and believed in something important about himself. Instead of being righteous 
person who deserved God’s mercy, it sounds like he believed that he was an undeserving 
sinner in need of God’s mercy. 

A lot of people at that time believed that blind people were cursed by God, but the 
truth is that we are all cursed by God, whether we can see with our physical eyes or not, 
because we are all sinners. If Bartimaeus’ blindness helped him to believe that he was a 
sinner in need of God’s mercy, then his blindness was actually a blessing, not a curse. 
The same is true when it comes to the troubles in our lives. If they help to remind us that 
we are sinners, deserving of far worse and therefore in need of God’s merciful 
forgiveness, then our troubles are blessings in this life, not curses. 
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But the greatest blessing is the faith God has given us, which enables us, like 

Bartimaeus, to recognize both our sins and our Savior, Jesus Christ. To emphasize the 
incredible gift of faith in Jesus Christ, I brought this box [ask the children to come 
forward]. I would like each of you to put your hand in this box so that you can feel the 
two things that I put in it. But don’t say what you think these two things are until 
everyone who wants to has felt what’s in this box. 

Now, tell me what’s in this box. That’s right, a snake and a cross. What does the 
snake remind you of? [The devil and our sins…]. What does the cross remind you of? 
[What our Savior from sin, Jesus Christ, did on the cross to save us from our sins, death 
and the devil…] 

How do you know all this? [From the Bible.] Do you believe what God tells us in 
the Bible about what sin can do to us and about what Jesus did through His death and 
resurrection to save us? If you do, that shows that even though you couldn’t see with 
your eyes what was in this box, like blind Bartimaeus couldn’t see Jesus, God has given 
you eyes of faith that believe in Jesus as your Savior. 

Faith in Jesus as our Savior is the most important sight God gives us. Through our 
God given faith in Jesus as our Savior we don’t have to be afraid of the devil or anything 
else in this world, seen or unseen, even death, because Jesus who died on the cross to 
pay for our sins, and rose from the dead, is with us. 

How did Jesus strengthen Bartimaeus’ faith in Jesus? He gave Bartimaeus a glimpse 
of heaven by giving him physical sight so that He could see Jesus face to face, like we 
will see Jesus face to face in heaven. 

Through your God given faith God has brought you here today because you too 
have heard that Jesus, your Savior, is here. And even though you, like blind Bartimaeus, 
don’t see Jesus with your physical eyes, it appears that you also believe that you’re a 
sinner because you cried out to Him for His mercy in the confession of your sins at the 
beginning of the service. 

In mercy, using my voice, Jesus spoke His heavenly mercy into your ears when He 
said, “I forgive you all your sins.” He did this to strengthen your faith in Him. A little 
later in the service many of you will actually receive a taste of heaven when Jesus 
Christ, in, with, and under the physical bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper is place on 
your lips. 

What does all this mean for our lives today? God’s promise of the forgiveness of 
our sins and eternal salvation enables us to rejoice in the Lord during good times and 
bad because we, by the grace of God, know and believe that nothing in this life will be 
able to separate us from our eternal life with Him (Romans 8). What a great witness it is to 
the troubled world around us, when we live in peace while the world falls to pieces. 

Another great witness of faith is seen in what Bartimaeus did after God gave him 
physical sight. Instead of letting the world around him distract him from his continual 
need for Jesus, “he followed [Jesus] on the way”—on the way through this world full of 
troubles to heaven. 

One of the best ways to tell other people the Good News of our eternal salvation 
through Jesus Christ is through our actions. When, instead of doing other things that are 
available for us on a Sunday morning, we come here today to hear God speak His words 
of truth from the Bible to us through His words in the Bible, and to receive His body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper, we let the world know where our peace comes from. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


