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During my summer vicarage in 1984 I served a small mission church in Borehamwood, England 

called St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. It was so small that one Sunday, when it was time for the service to 
begin, there was only me and the organist present. I reminded her of Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20, 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them,” and we began the Divine 
Service, hoping more would arrive (I think a couple more members did eventually show up). 

 
One of the Elders of that congregation, which still exists today in a newer church building on the 

original site of the first mission church, made a cross from the altar of the original church. You can see 
that wooden cross on my desk here at Redeemer. My happy memories of that small congregation, which 
I was later able to serve as a vacancy pastor toward the end of my ministry in London before coming to 
Redeemer, came to mind as I read the following adapted article by Chad Bird about God’s work among 
His people in unimpressive places. While Redeemer’s building is bigger and more impressive in a world-
ly sense than some of the smaller congregations I’ve served in England, and smaller than the other con-
gregations I’ve served in the U.S., they have all been full of “anonymous saints who labor unnoticed on their 
little plot of God’s kingdom. There’s nothing splashy about them. No one uploads a YouTube video about their 

cutting-edge ministry. Their churches aren’t towers of awesomeness. The ministers aren’t famous. But here, in 
the shadows, in the simple rhythm of song and response, prayer and praise, preaching and baptizing, the unim-
pressive church does Christ’s work. 

 
And to see it, all we have to do is open our ears.  
 
If you want to see what God is doing in His church, pluck out your eyeballs and stick them in your ears. 

One of my sainted professors told me that. And he was spot on. “Godsight” is different from eyesight. None of 

us, for instance, having walked by the scab-covered, dog-licked Lazarus, would’ve seen him as better off than 

the rich, well-fed guy. Obviously, our eyes say, that bum on the street didn’t make God’s friend list. But he did. 

Our eyes don’t tell us that; our ears do—ears tuned to the frequency of God’s Word. 
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So if we want to see the Lord at work, we need to put our eyeballs in our ears. 
 
My ears saw the work of God in the basement of a Russian apartment building in the frozen heart of Sibe-

ria. A small group of babushkas, bearded old men, university students, and this American huddled together. Up 
front was a table covered with a simple white cloth. On top sat an open Bible, a silver cup, a plate. On the wall 
hung a wooden cross. Our pews were folding chairs. During the reading of the Gospel, a meowing cat saun-
tered in and had to be shooed away by one of the worshipers. 

 
Here, in the half-lit, mold-smelling bowels of the earth, surrounded by people the world doesn’t give a rip 

about, I stumbled on the splendor of the kingdom. This was none other than the house of God; this was the 
gate of heaven. In this unpromising place, colored with gray simplicity, Jesus radiated jaw-dropping glory. He 
descended among us not to be served, but to serve, and to pour his life and salvation and forgiveness into us. 
In this ugly-duckling church, the Lamb of God showed up to robe us with the beauty of holiness. 

 
I saw it all through my ears. 
 
Throughout the centuries—from Jacob’s Bethel to Moses’s tabernacle to St. Whoever Church—God’s work-

places have always shared one thing in common: they’re messy. Jacob himself was the mess at Bethel. A lying, 
thieving, heel-grabbing runaway whom God nevertheless loved. The tabernacle, which must have looked and 
smelled like a butcher shop, was a bloody mess. And churches today? I don’t need to tell you what a mess they 
can be. Just read the news. 

 
God says to us, “My home is your home.” And we proceed to drag our messes inside. There is blood on the 

floor from those of us who crawl here after a week of battling addiction, grief, shame, failure. There are stains 
on the carpet from when we lost our lunch because we’re sick of abuse, sick of anger, or just sick of life. In God’
s house are tiny fragments of broken hearts and tear-drenched pews. Here, echoing from deep within tortured 
souls, is the “roar on the other side of silence” (George Eliot). 

 
In this mess of sinners, with jacked-up lives and crumbling dreams, Christ shows up week after week to do 

his thing: He gives us Himself. Over and over, more and more. He rides into our midst Palm Sunday style: on the 
back of simplicity, astride normality. His home is our home. And He makes our messes His messes. Into the void 
of hopeless hearts He speaks words pulsating with life. He strips off the filthy rags of prodigals, washes us with 
pure water, puts sandals on our feet, rings on our fingers, and robes bleached white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
In this mess of sinners, with jacked-up lives and crumbling dreams, Christ shows up week after week to do 

His thing: he gives us himself. 
 
All this he does camouflaged in the ordinary stuff of church. Hymns. Homilies. Baptisms. Prayers. Suppers. 

Nothing to write home about. Nothing really worthy of Instagram. But this is the way of the God of the cross. 
The Son who hung naked on that ugly tree, with nothing to attract our attention, and much to repel us, still 
walks into our assemblies in unassuming, even offensive, ways. He dares call us to repentance. He dares tell us 
we’re not enough. And, more surprising still, he dares to love us when we’re supremely unlovable. 

 
What kind of God does that? 
 
I’ll tell you: the God who is, and always will be, a bore in the eyes of the world. The God who isn’t big into 

bells and whistles, but loves full crosses and empty tombs. The God who labors among us far from the limelight. 
The God who works below the radar, where only ears that have been opened by the divine Word see what he’s 
up to. 

 
When we’re always on the lookout for the mind-blowing, new big thing God is doing in his church, we miss 

the old little things he’s been doing all along. And what he’s been doing all along is washing our feet when we’

ve dirtied them in the pigpens of immorality. He kisses away our tears when we’ve been used up and thrown 
away. When, like baby birds, we open our mouth around the nest of the altar, he comes by and puts the food 
and drink of heaven into them. When we’re duped by the lie of greener pastures on the other side of the law’s 
fence, he leaves the 99, locates us, heaves us on his shoulders, and carries us home with a smile on his face. 
When we don’t know what to say, when words fail us, he prays in us and for us, and teaches us how to cry, 

“Abba, Father.” 
 
All this he does in churches large and small, cathedrals and basements. He’s good at it. He’s been doing it 

for millennia. And he’s been doing it all for us. We see it through our ears. They peek behind the veil of the visi-
ble to see the invisible Lord at work among us. 

 



 
The church doesn’t need to sexy herself up. She doesn’t need a membership at Gold’s Gym. She doesn’t 

need Botox. She might initially look unattractive. But our ears see the unseen. Our ears see the Lord of dance 
take her in his arms. Our ears see her as resplendent, without spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. And on the 
dance floor of grace and mercy, she glides along in the arms of the God who loves her. We’re in that dance, we 

who are the body of Christ, the bride of Jesus, the church where there’s always more than meets the eye. 
 
O Lord, give our ears 20/20 vision to see the glorious work you’re doing in the humdrum realities of our 

life together as your people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“FATHER IN HEAVEN” 
(Catechism hymn, 348, from “One and All Rejoice” - OAR) 

 

Our Hymn of the Month for September is another Stephen P. Starke hymn, based on the Lord’s 

Prayer and Luther’s meanings from the Small Catechism. The tune may be familiar from one 

of our “close of service” hymns in The Lutheran Hymnal and Lutheran Service Book. 
 



NEWS FROM REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
 
 

Redeemer Lutheran School celebrated the start of our inaugural school year on August 

16 with a ribbon cutting and prayers for God’s guidance and grace. We have 17 students in 

Kindergarten through Grade 4.  Our experienced and dedicated teachers are providing a busy, 

challenging, and fun environment for learning and growing. 

You may have noticed Bible verses posted throughout the Fellowship Hall. The children 

are memorizing and reciting new verses weekly. Our teachers and children enjoy discussing 

how these words from God can be applied to their lives.  

Please take the time to view our students’ work on the bulletin board and table located 

in the narthex. Photos of our students are also posted. 

We are thankful for the volunteers who are planning and preparing hot lunches each 

Wednesday for our students and preschool students. The kids look forward to these “home-

cooked” meals! If you would like to donate fresh produce, ground beef, milk, or money to pur-

chase food items, the Hot Lunch Committee will put it to good use. Also, if you would like to 

assist in preparing and serving the meals, either regularly or occasionally, please contact 

Sandy Holden. Our meals for this month will include spaghetti and meatballs, chicken nug-

gets, pizza, cheeseburgers, and tacos. Fruits, vegetables and milk are also served with each 

meal. 

 Every Wednesday we have a chapel service from 10:15-10:30 a.m., and family, congrega-

tional members and friends are invited to worship with us. Our theme for the year is “In All 

Things.” Lutheran schools bring the good news of Jesus to every student in all 

things! 

We ask God’s blessings on our students and staff, and all things that happen in our 

classrooms and school activities this school year! 

 

 

DONATIONS AND FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

The generosity of our members through donations of money, equipment, supplies and labor to 

both Tiny Treasures and Redeemer Lutheran School are a continued blessing. Sincere thanks to each 

and every one of you! We have even received monetary gifts from outside of our congregation and are 

very grateful to all!  Please keep our staff and students in your prayers. 

 

If you want to designate how your donation is to be used, please indicate where you wish the 

funds to be assigned. Checks should be made payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church and you may note 

on the check either Redeemer Lutheran School, Tiny Treasures Preschool or student scholarship fund. 



Redeemer Lutheran School Opening Day 

Tiny Treasures Notes 

Tiny Treasures Preschool began its 21st school year on Monday, August 30 with 20 students, some new 

and some old.  Redeemer Lutheran Tiny Treasures Preschool remains committed to providing a nurtur-

ing and stimulating Christian environment where active learning flourishes.  The physical, intellectu-

al, emotional, spiritual, and social development of each individual child is promoted with the recogni-

tion that they are truly God’s precious gift and treasure.  We look forward to providing support to par-

ents by supplementing and enhancing each individual child’s total development.   

We are thankful for our great staff at Tiny Treasures:  Andrea Van Fossan, Amanda Edwards, and 

Taylor Jensen who work with the children and  Bobbi and Pastor who interact with the children 

throughout the day.  The preschoolers are looking forward to having a wonderful hot lunch each 

Wednesday, so THANK YOU to all who donate and serve!  We are also thankful for all the prayers, do-

nations, and support that the members of Redeemer Lutheran have provided and continue to provide 

every school year.   

We begin the school year working on language development:  listening and understand; speaking and 

communicating.  Our Bible stories at the beginning of the year including the Wedding at Cana, Crea-

tion, the Fall into Sin and Noah.  The overriding theme for this first month is:  God Blesses Me and My 

World.  We also take time to learn about ourselves as God’s children, autumn, harvest and pets.  If any 

of these themes speak to you, please let any staff member know, so we can share your interest with the 

children. 

Finally, it continues to be my joy to serve as administrator for the preschool and Redeemer Lutheran 

School.  The diversity of tasks, students and staff make each day a new adventure, from teaching pre-

schoolers to 4th graders, from staying within the budget, to ordering new and necessary items, from 

public relations to interacting with the state bureaucrats, life is never dull at Tiny Treasures.  I look 

forward to any questions, comments, or observations any of you may have.  Keep us all in your prayers 

and please think of ways that your God given talents may be shared with the next generation of Bible 

believing Christians in this part of His creation. 



Doreen Dwyer—September 1st 

Duane Jones—September 5th 

Dennis Oeltjenbruns—September 5th 

Rev. Marion Hofman—September 11th 

Lucy Orros—September 20th 

Dave Burgess—September 20th 

Kathy Wacker—September 23rd 

Gordon Wagner—September 23rd 

Nancy Hofman—September 24th 

Jan Polzin—September 25th 

Shaun Howell—September 26th 

 

Birthdays Baptismal Birthdays 

Rachel Oberheu—September 6th 

Regina Howell—September 9th 

Kaitlyn Heinecke—September 14th 

Janell Oberheu—September 15th 

Rev. Marion Hofman—September 20th 

Everett Tunget—September 20th 

Bob Oeltjenbruns—September 26th 

Wedding  
Anniversaries 

Aaron & Amber Miller—September 6th 

Norm & Gladys Sunderland—September 18th 

Scott Keene & Karen Jetley—September 19th 

 

Redeemer Lutherans attendance figures and financial blessings that were given for the month of August to further main-
tain the Lord’s ministry.        

Date                            Attendance              Communicants                      Offerings Received                  Needed Operating 

                                                                                                               Gen./Designated Funds                        Budget 

8 – 1 - 2021                        110                       85                                    $3,724.50/$577.36                          $4,455.06 

8 - 8 - 2021                          88                         70                                     $3,048.75/$1,087.99                        $4,455.06 

8-15 -2021       97                          75                                   $3,452.50$842.00                            $4,455.06 

8-22 -2021                           97                          66                       $3,080.50/$7,533.98                        $4,455.06 

8-29-2021        94              $3,796.00/$331.16                            $4,455.06 

THE LORD’S MINISTRY 



Life Thoughts in the Church Year 

September 5 – Pentecost XV (Proper 18B) – God’s grace shows no partiality (James 2:1). All have 

sinned, and all have received the mercy of justification for Jesus’ sake. Christians cannot encourage 

abortion because it discriminates against neighbors based on size, skills, or circumstances. We cannot 

ignore physician-assisted suicide because it discriminates against neighbors based on age, appearance, 

or ability. Instead, we rejoice to receive every member of our race as sister and brother. 

September 12 – Pentecost XVI (Proper 19B) – Even Christian lips can dishonor God and endanger 

neighbors (James 3:9). When we permit assisted suicide or promote abortion, we cause more destruc-

tion than forest fires (James 3:5). But words also serve the Lord’s gracious purposes. Gospel promises 

have delivered us. Even our sinful tongues can become instruments of His miracles. When we proclaim 

how God treasures every human life, He changes hearts and saves lives more than any laws or elec-

tions. 

September 19 – Pentecost XVII (Proper 20B) – Life issues like surprise pregnancy and terminal 

diagnosis are not morally neutral situations (James 4:4). Intentionally ending life arises from sinful 

selfishness (James 4:2). But we don’t have to let our neighbors be led like lambs to slaughter. We can 

encourage and assist them in committing their cause instead to the Lord of hosts (Jeremiah 11:19-20). 

He has already given Jesus as guarantee that He will lift them up (James 4:10). 

September 26 – Pentecost XVIII (Proper 21B) – Decisions about manner and timing of death —

either our own or anyone else’s—are difficult and dangerous. We cannot anticipate all its effects and 

consequences. Our Lord relieves us from playing God by reserving for Himself the right to determine 

how human beings live and when we die (Psalm 104:29-30). And He assures us that we may flee the 

likes of abortion and assisted suicide by taking refuge in His kingdom of forgiveness and faith (Mark 

9:43-47). 


