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Mercy at the Edges of Life 
   

“Mercy is not self-evident”1 writes Oswald Bayer. We live in a world where the weak are openly pushed aside 
and the most fragile among us, the unborn and the aged, are seen as legitimate targets for extermination. The 
act of killing them even identified as mercy. How different from the Holy Scriptures where mercy, a character-
istic of the Triune God Himself, is rather about the donation of life and the doing of that which guards and de-
fends this life without reverence to how the quality of that existence might otherwise be evaluated. God shows 

His mercy to the weak and so the psalmist is bold to pray, “Do not cast me off in the time of old age, forsake 

me not when my strength is spent” (Ps. 71:9). 
 
Gilbert Meilaender argues, rightly I think, that aging is not to be seen as a disease to be cured but as a stage of 
life to be embraced2. When aging is medicated as a disease, physician- assisted suicide becomes all the more 
tempting. If there is no cure for aging, why should those who suffer from it be required to endure its discom-

forts and indignities? Arguments that once the aged are no longer capable of enjoying an appropriate “quality 

of life” they should be free to bring that life to end and seek medical assistance in doing so have gained signifi-
cant traction in our culture. 
 

If “quality of life” is what defines human existence, such an argument makes sense. Christians recognize that it 

is not a question of life’s quality, but rather whose life it is. The euphemism for suicide, “she took her own life” 

is deceptive. It was never her life to take. Life is an endowment of God’s mercy from conception to natural 

death. Human life is given dignity by the Creator without any merit or worthiness in me, to paraphrase the 
Small Catechism. It is always to be received as a gift and so protected from harm and danger no matter what 

its “quality” might be. 



This means that the Christian is under obligation to not “hurt or harm our neighbor in his 

body, but help and support him in every physical need” to cite the Catechism’s explanation of the 

Fifth Commandment. It is not an act of courage to make yourself the author of your own death or to 

cause death for another. Courage is demonstrated in living the life which God has given – even 

with its burdens – to the end which God Himself will give. Death is never a gift we are entitled to 

give to ourselves or others. 

 

Our responsibility to the aged, injured, and infirm is always to care and never to kill. Any-

thing which aims for the death of those who suffer is murder, which God strictly prohibits in His 

Law. Even when death is inevitable, it is our calling to “help and support” the neighbor “in every 

physical need.” We are never authorized to end suffering by terminating the life of the one who suf-

fers. While it is true that the dying are not obligated to accept therapies that are burdensome or 

promise little hope of a cure, none of us may excuse ourselves from the burdens of life.  

 

Protestations like “I don’t want to be a burden to anyone” are a fundamental denial of our 

humanity. To be a human being is to be a burden and to be a burden bearer (see Galatians 6:2). Ra-

ther than deserting the dying or accelerating their movement toward death, Christians show mercy 

by supporting them in this body and life, thereby bearing their burdens even as we commend them 

into the hands of a merciful Savior. 
 

Prof. John T. Pless Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, IN: submitted by Pastor Van 
 
1Oswald Bayer, “Mercy From the Heart” Logia: A Journal of Lutheran Theology XIX (Eastertide 2010), 30. 
2Gilbert Meilaender, Should We Live Forever? The Ethical Ambiguities of Aging. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2013), 1-19. 

 

Please join us at Redeemer Lutheran Church and School (1000 Pioneer Rd, Delta) for a free Vaca-

tion Bible School to be held Aug 2-5. This program is for children age 3 through students who have 

completed 4th grade. Registration will start at 8:00am on Monday morning with VBS times 8:30am 

to 11:30 daily. 

There will be exciting bible lessons, crafts, games, music, snacks, and more! 

Your child will enjoy this year’s theme, Rainforest Explorers; Jesus Leads the Way! Our Bible verse 

is: “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” Romans 11:33 

We look forward to having you join us!  

To pre-register or for more information, please contact:  

Redeemer Lutheran Church office at 970-874-3052. 
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Drawing by Pastor Van’s brother, James Van Fossan  
used by permission 

Hymn of the Month 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL AND TINY TREASURES PRE-

SCHOOL 
 

Redeemer Lutheran School and Tiny Treasures Preschool are currently enrolling students for the 2021-

2022 school year. Our elementary school will begin classes on Monday, August 16.  The school year for Tiny 

Treasures starts August 23.  

Our qualified and very dedicated preschool staff includes Jace Holden, Andrea Van Fossan, Taylor Jen-

sen, and Amanda Edwards.  Sarah Weber, a member of our congregation and a talented and experienced teach-

er, has been hired to teach in the elementary school’s primary grades. Sarah has a Masters degree in Education 

and will be a special blessing to the students of our school.   

Cody and Ruby Weber have durable signs available for displaying in a front yard or along the road. If 

you or someone you know have an ideal site, please contact Cody or the church office. If enough locations can be 

secured, we will be able to rotate some of the banners for maximum viewing to help make the community aware 

of our school and the opportunity for a Christian-based education. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with school lunches, playground supervision, teaching an activity, 

reading stories, secretarial duties, or sharing your skills and talents in other ways, please contact Jace or Sa-

rah.  Volunteers not only help the staff but also enrich the experiences of the students.   

Members of the Parish School Board and the Finance Subcommittee have been working all summer to 

prepare our facilities to accommodate the addition of an elementary school. We are grateful to all who have con-

tributed materials, supplies and labor to get the classrooms ready and to “spruce up” the preschool facilities. An 

additional project that will be completed soon is the renovation of the restroom adjacent to the office, as State 

regulations require that the preschool and the elementary school have separate restroom facilities. Many 

thanks to Cody and Ruby and their business, 1776 Contractors, for their efforts and expertise to accomplish 

this work. 

The generosity of our members through donations of money, equipment, supplies and labor to both Tiny 

Treasures and Redeemer Lutheran School are a continued blessing. Sincere thanks to each and every one of 

you! We have even received monetary gifts from outside of our congregation and are grateful to ALL!  Please 

continue to keep our staff, our students and our Board members in your prayers. 

Abide in the Teaching of Christ 

 “It does not compute.”  Perhaps some of you will remember the use of this catchphrase by various early televi-

sion robots.  The sentence was intended to suggest that the command or question previously given to the robot 

was illogical.  In reality, it illustrates the difficulties of migrating from one world-view to another, in this case 

from the ones and zeros of computer programing to the complex workings of the human mind. 

Another, direr, example of being lost in translation is playing out in real time between the theological world of 

the Roman Church and the administration of President Joe Biden.  Recently the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops announced that it would soon produce a document outlining why members of the Catholic Church that 

hold positions contrary to the teaching of the Church should not be allowed to receive the Sacrament of the 

Lord’s body and blood. 

This was a not-so-thinly-veiled threat against President Biden, who famously references his Catholic faith, 

while at the same time championing positions contrary to church teaching— positions such as support for abor-

tion, and same-sex marriage.  White House press secretary Jen Psaki sought to come to the President’s defense 

in a June 22, 2021 TIME article, “He has long turned to his faith for solace, close friends say—in particular 

during times of trial or personal tragedy...But how the President practices is ‘personal.’” 



The President of the United States has a big pulpit. His sermon title- “The Teaching of the Church, is a Matter 

of Personal Interpretation.”  Apparently, people are listening.  Psaki went on to say, “That’s how many Ameri-

cans see their faith as well, not through a political prism.”  This is the first method for leaving the teaching of 

Christ. 

1. If His teaching does not compute for you, interpret it your own way. 

 

These particular teachings of the Roman Church, and ours, have a long history, and they are based, transpar-

ently, on the teaching of Christ found in the Bible.  That does not prevent opponents from suggesting an ulteri-

or motive.  Massimo Faggioli, a theology professor at the Catholic University, Villanova is quoted in the TIME 

article as saying, “The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has become ‘beholden to the political agenda of the 

Republican party.’”  Here is another step in leaving the teaching of Christ. 

 

2   If His teaching does not compute for you, cast it aside as a political grab for power and unrelated to the 

Word of Christ. 

 

 Or, the survival of the church could be a cause for abandoning the teaching of Christ.  The author of the TIME 

article notes that, “…some church observers are concerned that the bishop’s hardline approach to Biden is a 

symptom of an attitude toward the faith that could further alienate American Catholics at a time when con-

gregations are shrinking.” This provides a third rationale for leaving the teaching of Christ. 

      3. If the teaching of Christ computes to a loss of numbers, power or money, it doesn’t compute at all. 

Finally, a higher goal may be substituted for maintaining the teaching of Christ.  This, from within the church 

itself.  A papal adviser warned the U.S. Bishops that “…moving forward with a teaching document on Com-

munion could sow ‘discord’ and that efforts should be made to ‘preserve unity’ in the church.”  By all means, it 

is far more important that we abide in unity, an assistant to the Pope says, than that we abide in the teaching 

of Christ. 

      4. If the teaching of Christ does not compute for you, establish a higher goal. 

Why my sudden interest in the clash between the Roman Catholic Church and the positions of our current Presi-

dent?  These four non-computations reveal the gulf between how the world thinks and how Jesus thinks.  They 

also represent a real pressure on you. It is difficult to abide in the teaching of Christ when the world says it does 

not compute.  People are leaving the church because they have fallen prey to one or more of these four false no-

tions contained in a single, obliviously-theological article in TIME magazine. 

Pressure on the church and upon Christians is rising.  We are being labeled “extremists” for abiding in the 

teaching of Jesus.  However, that very teaching warns us that abandoning His teaching amounts to abandon-

ing Him.  “Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.  

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God.  Whoever abides 

in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.”  2 John 8–9 

God be merciful and grant us the courage, the patience, and the fortitude to abide in His teaching until the 

end.  There alone is hope. 

Rev. Terry Forke: submitted by Rick Oberheu 



To This End We Toil and Fight 

 

The fence is falling down.  The stringers on the deck are rotted, removed and awaiting replacement.  The 

bearings on the table saw are spent.  Two sprinkler heads are broken.  The safety valve on the air compressor 

is leaking.  Oh, yes, and the garden needs to be weeded, again. It is a constant battle to keep at bay the forces 

of this decaying world.  If that is true in the little arena that is my house and yard, how much more vicious 

the battle to right the wrongs visited upon humankind, and more specifically upon the Church.  We live in a 

world where more than fences are falling apart.  Babies are murdered, the old and infirm threatened.  Sexual 

activity with random strangers is normalized.  Homosexual behavior is idealized.  People are abused chemi-

cally and physically as they pretend to change their gender.  The evils of racism are expected to be cured by 

an equal and opposite racism.  Little children are taught that God has not created the world or them, but that 

humanity is the result of a colossal series of meaningless accidents.  Beyond all this, the Church, for taking a 

stand against such atrocious doctrines, is mocked.  We are past the point where Christianity is ignored as an 

impotent relic.  The Church is openly hated.  So, it is no wonder that we are tempted to fight to fix the world.  

A mild-to-wild form of panic has gripped many in the Church, driving a manic attempt to resurrect a mythic 

age when our nation was “under god.”  I do not write to dissuade any Christian from living his vocation as a 

citizen, to bring about good for his neighbor through political activism.  Rather, a caution may be in order 

with regard to our goal, and our means.  “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If my kingdom 

were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.  But 

my kingdom is not from the world.’”  John 18:36 Jesus declines to engage His disciples in a fight to prevent 

His personal suffering.  He draws a bright line between the world and His kingdom.  We do not have the pow-

er to fix this world, no matter how hard we fight.  Our goal, is to pursue His kingdom. 

The fight, then, might be engaged on another field.  “Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily train-

ing is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the 

life to come.  The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance.  For to this end we toil and strive, 

[The same word translated “fight” in John 18 above.] because we have our hope set on the living God, who is 

the Savior of all people,” 

(1 Timothy 4:7–10).  Spiritual warfare takes place inside us as we train ourselves for godliness.  This fight 

holds promise for this life, because a Christian living a godly life will have an impact on the world, and for the 

next life, because through faith in Jesus we are saved.  Paul urges us to be trained in “good doctrine,” not the 

abysmal doctrines of the world, (I Timothy 4:6).  The most effective means of fighting the world is not passing 

laws or amassing political power.  It is, the true Word of God.  Here is our hope, not in the kingdom of this 

world, not in flexing the partisan muscle of the Church, but in Jesus Christ, the Savior of all people.  Having 

saved you, He works in and through you to live the truth of His Word in the world.  “The strife is o’er, the bat-

tle done. Now is the Victor’s triumph won!” 

Montana District President Rev. Terry Forke: submitted by Rick Oberheu 

 



Mary Miller—August 3rd 

Bruce Nelson—August 7th 

Catherine Clubb—August 7th 

Sue Kindschy—August 8th 

Nicholas Jetley—August 10th 

Hartland Clubb—August 15th 

Rachel Gilleece—August 20th 

Kaitlyn Heinecke—August 22nd 

Dwayne Reeder—August 23rd 

Janell Oberheu—August 29th 

Birthdays  Baptismal  
Birthdays  

Jeff Sidor—August 2nd 

Brooks Oberheu—August 8th 

Nicholas Jetley—August 12th 

Holly Kruger—August 12th 

Doug Scarbrough—August 12th 

Duane Jones—August 13th 

Amber Miller—August 14th 

Evelyn Kruger—August 16th 

Sue Kindschy—August 17th 

Joshua Heinecke—August 17th 

Casey Bieth—August 22nd 

Hartland Clubb—August 25th 

 

Wedding  
Anniversaries  

Jim & Beth Gilleece—August 12th 

Harold & Kathy Wacker—August 24th 

Rick & Rachel Oberheu—August 26th 

Marion & Nancy Hofman—August 28th 

Redeemer Lutherans attendance figures and financial blessings that were given for the month of July to 

further maintain the Lord’s ministry.        

Date                   Attendance             Communicants          Offerings Received                  Needed Operating 

                                                                                               Gen./Designated Funds                   Budget 

7-4 - 2021                   83                               58                   $3,763.50/$854.00                          $4,455.06   

7- 6 - 2021        $1,866.17 

7-11 - 2021                 95                              77                        $5,46350/$8, 543.00                         $4,455.06 

7-18- 2021                  91                              74                         $4,282.30/$509.52                           $4,455.06 

7-25 -2021         87                    66       $2,480.50/$557.00     $4,455.06 

 

THE LORD’S MINISTRY  



August 1 – Pentecost X (Proper 13B) – What if we can’t afford this baby? What if we can’t pay for 

these treatments? Abortion means fewer people in poverty, doesn’t it? Assisted suicide leads to less 

stress on limited resources, right? The Gospel dissolves every panic in sweet promises. He who sends 

mouths has never failed to supply their meat (Exodus 16:13; Psalm 145:15-16). Ensuring survival poses 

no trouble for Him who has already engineered salvation (John 6:25). 

August 8 – Pentecost XI (Proper 14B) – Jesus gave His flesh for the life of the world (John 6:51). For 

the lives of unborn persons or incapacitated ones? For the life of the world. For neighbors with congenital 

deformities or chronic disabilities? For the life of the world. For those who can’t clothe themselves yet or 

who can’t bathe themselves anymore? For the life of the world. For those who have promoted assisted 

suicide or participated in abortion? For the life of the world! 

August 15 – St. Mary, Mother of our Lord – We have no Savior to speak of except Him whom Mary’s 

womb conceived and delivered. We have no Gospel message but the one that begins in childbearing 

(Galatians 4:4-5). As helpless and dependent as any embryo, human beings – any of us – only enter im-

mortality by baptismal birth to become beloved children belonging to the Heavenly Father. Pregnancy is 

never a sin. Every child is a gift! 

August 22 – Pentecost XIII (Proper 16B) – Abortion frequently runs interference for “sexual free-

dom.” It often intends to provide cover for adultery. But it ends up a cheap imitation and poor substitute 

for the self-sacrificing, servanthood love of biblical, biological, binary, and lifelong marriage (Ephesians 

5:31-32). Death cannot supply what sin has deprived us of. Our Lord Jesus gives us His whole body and 

life like husband to wife and parents to children. We will experience real joy when we emulate His way. 

August 29 – Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist – The devil himself drove Herod to behead the Bap-

tist. Satan sees Jesus in Christians and children. His vengeance attempts to slay anyone connected to 

the One who escaped the grave. Abortion’s become a spiritual battle, not just a political issue. Our only 

hope lies in leaning ourselves and every little one upon the Lord of Life (Psalm 71:6), from fertilization to 

forever as John did (Luke 1:41). 

Life Thoughts in the Church Year  


