
Overview for Construc0on Slide Show – RLC 75th Anniversary Celebra0on  

In 1993, the Redeemer Lutheran Church congrega6on voted to have a formal Building Commi<ee to start planning 
for a new facility as we had out grown the building downtown for many reasons.   

God was so gracious and abundant in His blessings in planning for this house of worship.  One of the biggest 
ques6ons that came forward was:  do we first have pledges and fundraisers to see the amount raised and build from 
there or     the bigger faith challenge     do we see what GOD has planned for this congrega6on and have the bold 
faith that the frugal finances and commi<ed laborers will all fall into place – God was so faithful in mee6ng every 
need we had on this project and beyond.  Our prayers were to build a facility that was barrier free, mul6-use, with 
room for a Chris6an school and use by the community.  

As a commi<ee, we worked with so many marvelous people during the journey.  AOer two years of tremendous 
planning, the congrega6on broke ground in May of 1995 and construc6on took 12 months to comple6on. 

As the Building Commi<ee chairman, I can state, along with so many others, that the highlight of the project was not 
only the wonderful giO of working so closely with each other, but addi6onally having the Laborers for Christ join us 
for the building  phase.  LFC are re6red Lutherans who came from all over the United States, 15 couples, who 
volunteered to work shoulder to shoulder with us on this project.  Re6red teachers, an engineer, professor, rancher, 
construc6on foreman, farmer, business owner – from all walks of life.  The Project foreman was Ralph Parhilia from 
Ocala, FL.   They pulled in one by one in RVs and trailers and those precious friends camped on this site and lived in 
trailers for almost 8 months.  LFC not only had a tremendous impact within our own congrega6on but within the 
community, also.   

Our members together with LFC, laughed, prayed, planned and worked together, shared meals, a<ended worship 
services and Bible Class, rejoiced when a construc6on phase was completed, and even shared a cold beer or a glass 
of wine on a Friday evening! 

We have a slide show of the construc6on project to share great memories and to remind each of us what God can 
accomplish through His willing servants.   You’re going to see faces of members who are in the Church Triumphant 
and yet there are s6ll many here who par6cipated.  A large number of our re6red members worked full-6me on the 
project, and many others worked on the project part-6me on evenings and weekends aOer their regular jobs.  All 
ages helped – they painted, hammered, shoveled, sawed, baked, cleaned, served lunches, stained wood and 
hundreds of other tasks.  Those who physically weren’t able to be on site were the most important ones of the 
project – they became our Prayer Warriors for safety on the job and God’s blessings for each work day.  

AOer breaking ground in May 1995, we had our first worship service here on Easter Sunday of May 1996.  Now here 
we are celebra6ng 25 years of God’s amazing love and blessings within this facility and also outside of these walls 
through His people.  Look around and see what GOD has done, hear His unchanging Word and promises to us, and 
be ready for His plans for the future!   May each one of us say with all glory to the Lord that “we will work un6l Jesus 
comes” on whatever the He calls us to do in His service.  

Before we begin a short slide show, there’s one story to share.  Three months before our first service, at a Building 
Commi<ee Mee6ng, one member threw a good-natured challenge on the table. That challenge was “Rachel, you will 
never have this building done and all the required permits for our first worship service by Easter morning!”   Well, 
that challenge was certainly accepted!  So now, celebra6ng the blessing of our 25th year in this building, will Mr. 
Gordon Wagner please stand up and tell us who won that bet!   
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