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A common thread in our Scripture readings for this Sunday is the Good News 
of “Big Things in Small Packages.” Despite what we see in the world around us and 
often experience in our own lives, the “kingdom of God,” or God’s reign and rule in 
this world, will not only be successful in saving His people, but God will 
accomplish what He wants done using things which appear to be small or weak. 

This is Good News for God’s people who continue to suffer in this life from 
our sinful doubts in the power of God’s Word and promises, and the sinful tendency 
to put our trust in ourselves and the things of this world to save us and others. Then, 
when we or the things of this world fail us, we tend to worry or complain. This 
should remind us of the people of Israel who were notoriously repetitive when it 
came to not trusting in God despite the miraculous way He delivered them from 
slavery in Egypt. The more they focused on themselves and the things of this world, 
instead of on God and what He had done in the past and promised for the future, the 
more they worried and complained. 

Why did most of that first generation of people, whom God delivered from 
Egypt, die in the wilderness without entering the promised land of Canaan (Numbers 

14:26-30)? Partly to serve as a reminder for us today of what all sin, including the sin 
worrying and complaining, can do to us. Not trusting or believing in God and His 
promises can result in our eternal death. That’s a big thing. But even bigger is God 
and His promise of salvation. 

In the first parable of our Gospel reading, Jesus and the Spirit of God are at 
work to create and/or strengthen in us saving faith in Jesus as our Savior by 
comparing His work of salvation to a man scattering seed on the ground. While the 
man “sleeps and rises night and day,” the seed “sprouts and grows.” Eventually it 
“produces by itself...the full grain in the ear,” referring to a full head of wheat or 
corn with all its kernels. Then comes the “harvest.” 

The man in this parable would be Jesus. The “seed” is the Word of God. The 
“ground” is you and me, on whom the seed of God’s Word is scattered to create 
new and eternal life. The “full grain in the ear” refers to whole Church or people of 
God—the fruit of His work of faith in us as we share the seed’s of God’s Word with 
others through our words and actions. And the “harvest” would be the Last Day, 
when all God’s people are gathered into our eternal home—the promised land of 
paradise with God. The fact that all this happens “by itself” emphasizes God’s  
gracious and powerful work in and through us. 

We can compare this parable to God’s Word in Isaiah 55:10-11, “For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it.” This Good News enables us to daily repent of our sinful worries 
and complaints and draws us to God for forgiveness, trusting that our future is 
secure in Him. 
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Jesus’ second parable about the small “mustard seed” that “becomes bigger 

than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade,” focuses even more on our theme, “Big things in Small 
Packages.” If the small mustard seed is, again, the Word of God, nowhere is this 
more true than in the Word of God made flesh, Jesus Christ. While we don’t know 
how tall Jesus was/is, we do know from God’s Word in Isaiah (53:2), that the 
Suffering Servant, who would be Jesus Christ, “had no form or majesty that we 
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.” This basically means 
that Jesus was average-looking. Based on the skeletal evidence of the average man 
in Israel around the time of Christ, Jesus may have been around 5’1. Yet, even as a 
relatively small man compared to the average man in the U.S today, Jesus is God 
almighty. And through His death on a cross as both God and Man, He paid for the 
sins of the world and rose from the dead, in victory over all sin, death and the devil, 
to give us cool shade from the heat of the day in the shadow of His branches, and 
eventually eternal life in paradise. “Big Things in Small Packages.” 

All this is fulfilled in us when our Lord draws us into His presence today. And 
wouldn’t you know, Jesus continues to come to us today through small, ordinary 
looking things—through His Word, water, bread and wine to give us an eternal 
peace which the world cannot give: the assurance of our forgiveness and, therefore, 
eternal life. “Big Things in Small Packages.” Thanks be to God! 

How do we thank God for all He has done and continues to do for us? Through 
our lives of service to God and His people. If we, at times, become discouraged by 
the relatively small part we think we play in the Church’s work of saving others, or 
the visible results of God’s work of salvation as we share His love with others 
through our words actions, our Lord, through the parables of our text, helps us to 
recognize that His work through us, His body, the Church, while it may not appear 
to be very big or effective in the eyes of the world, it is the biggest, and the most 
productive thing we can do in this world. Whether it’s cutting the grass and pulling 
the weeds around the church, sharing some of our time helping out at our preschool, 
serving on one of our boards or committees, putting money in the offering plate, or 
helping a neighbor in need, our Lord works through it all to enable the Church to 
grow in visible and invisible ways, thus making it ready for the harvest when the 
whole family of God will be gathered into His eternal presence and peace. 

When it comes to our Christian love in word and action, God assures us of 
“Big Things in Small Packages.” 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

[Children’s Sermon] What did Jesus do for us and all people? [Died on the  cross to pay 
for our sins, and rose from the dead to give us eternal life.] 

Now that He has given us eternal life, what’s the biggest or best things we can 
do for others that’s invisible to them/that they can’t see? [Pray to God that He 
would give them faith in Jesus as their Savior.] 

What’s the best prayer that Jesus gives us to save other people. [The Lord’s 
Prayer. Here’s the Lord’s Prayer, in and Itsy, Bitsy Book for you to color and pray.] 

What’s one of the ways Jesus works through us to answer our/His prayer that 
we would all be with Him when we die? [Tell others about Jesus through things like 
the hymn: “Jesus Loves Me.” We’ll all be singing as our closing hymn.]


