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In our gospel reading for today we heard some strong opinions—
opinions so strong that they were able to either separate a person from 
almighty God forever, or separate them from sin, death and Beelzebul or 
Satan forever. Since none of us in our right mind wants to suffer forever in 
hell with Satan, we’re naturally interested in the opinions that separate us 
from all evil. So where do we go for such opinions? 

I would not recommend CNN - Crazy, Neurotic, Numbskull’s like 
ourselves. The wrong mind in each one of us, which we inherited from 
Adam and Eve, takes us to the same place it took Adam and Eve in our OT 
reading. First, it takes us away from God, because it’s “afraid” of God’s 
opinion about us. Then our wrong mind proceeds to take us to the fig leaves 
of this world to try and save ourselves and others. 

In our Gospel reading for today, it’s obvious that these same wrong 
minded opinions plague all of us, from Jesus’ closest earthly relatives to the 
leaders of the church. When Jesus’ earthly family heard about some of the 
things Jesus was doing, “they went out to seize Him, for they were saying, 
‘He is out of His mind.’” An even more wrong minded opinion of Jesus 
came from the teachers of the church in Jerusalem. They said, “He is 
possessed by Beelzebul...demons.”  

What was Jesus doing that may have given them those opinions? Jesus 
had been going out to “tax collectors and sinners,” disobedient people, like 
Adam and Eve, who couldn’t save themselves. These things may have upset 
Jesus’ earthly family and the religious leaders because in their wrong 
minded opinion God blesses people like themselves who do their best to 
keep God’s laws. Therefore, they interpreted Jesus’ gracious work among 
heathens, instead of law abiding people like themselves, as something an 
“out of their mind” demon would do. 

Have you ever struggled with similar wrong minded opinions, either 
from yourself or others, when it comes to what you’re doing here today 
sitting in those pews? Are you out of your mind? Don’t you have a family to 
support, or things to do which would be more constructive when it comes to 
helping your family and others? For goodness’ sake, you’re presence here 
today is not even earning you good work points with God that you can cash 
in when you die! Instead, you confessed earlier that you are no better than 
the Crazy, Neurotic, Numbskulls in this world who are trying to destroy the 
church. 

Thankfully, it’s this right minded opinion, which believes that despite 
all the good things we have done this past week for the church and others, 
we are still poor, miserable sinners in need of God’s gracious forgiveness; 
it’s this right minded opinion that brings us here today in the presence of our 
Savior, who comes to sinners like ourselves to save us. 



Where do we get this right minded thinking about ourselves and Jesus? 
Here’s a crazy opinion according to our wrong mind. God came to helpless 
little Jessica earlier in the Divine Service, through His Word and the waters 
of Holy Baptism, to give her a right mind, like He came to helpless Adam 
and Eve. And God will strengthen and keep Jessica in her right mind (as 
opposed to the wrong mind she was born with) through His Word and, 
eventually, through Jesus’ body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

This is a crazy opinion to our wrong mind, but the absolute truth 
according to God’s Word. God assures us of all this because, in His opinion, 
we are worth it. We are worthy of God’s love, and even the sacrifice of His 
only Son on the cross, not because we are sinners, but because we are His 
sinners who can do nothing to save ourselves. Once He gives us the opinion 
and/or faith that the eternal Son of God became flesh and blood in Jesus 
Christ so that He could pay for all our sins through His damning death, and 
rise from the dead in victory over all sin, death and the wrong minded 
opinions of the devil, the world and ourselves, and give us the right mind of 
faith, that’s when we, in Jesus’ opinion, are truly His saved people. 

Jesus said, “Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister 
and mother.” Jesus is saying this about you and me today who, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, believe in His opinion about us and, therefore, do not run 
from Him in fear of His judgement, or reject His work of salvation through 
the cross and His Word and Sacraments. Instead, we gather here today 
where He comes to give us all the benefits of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
through His spoken Word, the waters of Holy Baptism, and/or the bread and 
wine together with His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper to give us the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Sharing this Good News of God’s opinion about us through our words 
and actions throughout the week, and especially by our presence here each 
Sunday, will sound wrong to the Crazy, Neurotic, Numbskull thinking of 
ourselves and others. But it’s through the hearing of God’s gracious opinion 
of us, that He loves and forgives us, that He enables us and others through 
us to not only stand the heat of persecution from the Crazy, Neurotic, 
Numbskull opinions in us and around us, but also, on the Last Day (as we 
sang in our last hymn), to “stand in glory.” 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] What are you afraid of? ... There are a lot of things in this world 
that can make us afraid. One thing we may be afraid of is the unknown. 

When I was visiting my sister over a week ago, she showed me a heavy steel 
door on the ground in her back yard. When she opened the steel door there was an 
old, metal stairway covered with chipped paint and spiderwebs that went down to a 
dark room underground that you couldn’t see. It was a old bomb/storm shelter. 
When I asked my sister if she had ever gone down there, she said: “No way!”  

Do you know why we she was afraid to go down there? Because she didn’t 
know what was down there. She was afraid of the unknown, but she thought it may 
be full of spiders, and who knows what else. 

That’s why a lot of people are afraid of dying, because they don’t know what 
will happen when they die. Why didn’t any of you say you were afraid of dying? 
Because you know and believe that Jesus not only died on a cross to pay for our 
sins, but He rose from the dead and promises to raise us up and take us to heaven 
with Him when we die. 

If you met someone who is afraid of dying, what would you tell them?


