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Before getting into our Gospel reading for today (which, as I said earlier, is a 
prayer of Jesus to His heavenly Father), it’s helpful to put it into context. As with 
the last couple weeks, today’s Gospel is part of Jesus’ last words with His disciples 
in the upper room where they were eating the Last Supper before His death. Jesus 
was preparing His disciples for His visible departure. 

Just before His prayer He told them clearly: “I am leaving the world and going 
to the Father.” Jesus, in His present visible form, would soon be “leaving the 
world,” first for a short time because of His death on the cross in payment for our 
sins. Then, 40 days after His rose from the dead in His glorified body, which 
proclaimed His victory over our sins, death and the devil, He ascended into heaven. 
If you count 40 days after Easter Sunday, Ascension Day was this past Thursday. 

When we think about all the forces of evil which continued to existed in the 
world at that time, and which continue to exist in our world today through forces in 
our government who are working hard to take away our freedom to worship 
according to God’s Word, and through groups like the one in Paonia which seeks to 
infiltrate our local schools, libraries and children with teachings that endorse things 
like the LGBTQ movement and pagan religions like Buddhism, we may think that 
Jesus’ ascension into heaven would have caused His disciples to be sad and fearful. 

So why do we read in Luke’s Gospel that after Jesus ascended into heaven, 
instead of continuing to hide behind locked doors, His disciples  “worshiped Him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple 
blessing God” (Lk 24:52)? Because during those 40 day, after Jesus rose from the dead 
in His glorified body, they had come to know and believe that even when they could 
not see Jesus with their physical eyes He was still with them. They were confident 
that even in this “valley of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) they had no need to fear. 
They were safe in the “shadow” of the Almighty, as we sang in our last hymn. 

That’s one of the reasons our Lord speaks the words of this prayer, to give His 
disciples (and us) the peace of His presence. Just before His prayer, Jesus assured 
His disciples that His Father was with Him (Jn 16:32). Then Jesus started to pray/talk to 
His Father.“Holy Father,” Jesus said, “keep them in Your name, which You have 
given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.”   

When you’re talking to someone without a phone, like Jesus was talking to His 
Father, where is that person? Right there with you. So, when we think about who 
was praying to who in this prayer (God the Son to God the Father), how much they 
both love us (being willing to go through hell to save us), and how powerful they 
are as our Creator and Redeemer to be able to answer this prayer, what great peace 
these words of our Lord give us. 

 This morning, I want to focus especially on Jesus’ word “keep”—“keep them 
in your name.” In this part of Jesus’ prayer, He is praying for His disciples who 
have faith in Him. By praying that His Father would “keep” them in His name, 
Jesus is obviously saying that the new life which is theirs as children of God isn’t 
self-sustaining but needs God to “keep” it alive. 



How does God the Father answer this prayer of His Son? Jesus points to the 
answer throughout our text when He says things like: “While I was with them, I 
kept them in Your name, which You have given me…these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.” What things did Jesus 
speak to fulfill His joy in us? Through His words and actions Jesus spoke about 
who He was and what He had come to do through His death, resurrection and 
ascension to give us eternal life. When Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh (John 1:14), 
says“I have given them Your Word,” He’s talking about giving us Himself, who 
(with the Father and Holy Spirit) is the only one who can “sanctify” us—who can 
make and keep us holy, safe, and secure in the war zones of this world. And He 
does it all through His almighty Word! 

Martin Luther used such Scripture verses when he wrote his meanings to the 
first petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “Hallowed [or holy] be thy name”? “God’s name is 
certainly holy in itself,” Luther writes. “But we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy 
among us also. How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is 
taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. 
Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word 
profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!”  In the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Lord (and we) pray for the same thing that Jesus prayed for in the prayer 
of our text, that the Father would make and “keep” us holy, protecting us from the 
evil one. And He does it all through His almighty Word! 

God’s Word has the power to do what it says—to give us eternal life and keep 
us alive eternally. That’s because God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is always 
present and working through His Word to create and “keep” His eternal life in us. 
When I’m preaching God’s Word of Truth, or when you share God’s Word of Truth 
with others, who’s speaking? God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in and through 
His Body—the Church. 

Therefore, according to our God given faith in the Word of God, we not only 
want to remain connected to God’s Word and Sacraments, through which He works 
to create and “keep” us in the true faith, but we also want to be the visible, saving 
Word of God to others through our words, actions. One of the ways we work 
together as the body of Christ to do that is through our support of church’s like 
Redeemer, which proclaims God’s Word of Truth, and Christian Schools, like Tiny 
Treasures preschool and kindergarten, which proclaims this same truth to our 
children throughout the week. Through His people in all their vocations, and 
especially when they work together as churches and schools to proclaim His Word, 
God creates and “keeps” us, our children, and others following His Way to heaven, 
Jesus Christ, instead of the world’s way to hell. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] What’s the invisible thing that makes a pinwheel like this one move? 
[Wind or our breath] What’s the main thing that God uses to make us move, or give us life? 
The breath of His Word, the Bible, especially the Good News about Jesus who died on the 
cross for our sins and rose from the dead to give us eternal life. When I tell you this Good 
News about Jesus, the Spirit of God breathes God’s breath of eternal life into you, making 
you, like this pinwheel, move. When God moves you, He at the same time, enables you to 
tell others about Jesus and move them. 


