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As I mentioned in my last sermon on 1 John, John wrote this letter between 
85 and 95AD. Yet already by that time members of the 1st century church were 
being drawn away from the church by demonic forces in society and false 
teachers who appealed to their sinful reason. One of the things they were saying 
is that it’s impossible for God to suffer and die. Therefore, Jesus could not have 
been true God. God may have been with Him, enabling Him to perform miracles, 
but it was only the man, Jesus, who died on the cross, not God. Through this 
false teaching people were lead to think of Jesus not as their Savior from sin but 
merely as someone God worked through to show us how to be godly/spiritual 
people, especially how to love one another. For, as Jesus said in our Gospel 
reading (John 15:9-17), “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down 
his life for his friends.” Do this and you will be saved, at least that’s the 
conclusion of this type of thinking from these false teachers. 

This type of Jesus fits well into our society today, especially since many 
think that the best way to love one another is not to disagree with them but to 
embrace and even defend (or lay down your life) in support of whatever they 
believe. This is suppose to be the solution to everlasting peace. Unfortunately, 
such man-made solutions do not get rid of the root of our problems in this world. 
Therefore, as is obvious in the world around us, they don’t result in even 
temporary peace, let alone eternal peace. 

If people want to talk about equality, lets start with the Biblical truth that we 
are all born equally sinful and, therefore, cannot save ourselves let alone others 
no matter what we think, say or do. Even if we sacrifice our lives in order to 
defend religious freedom, which is actually a good thing, such sacrifices are not 
ultimately going to save anyone from death. Why then do we want to defend 
religious freedom in this country and world? So that we can share with others the 
truth about the one who can save us all, Jesus Christ, who is not only true man 
but also true God. 

While it’s true that such teachings about Jesus being true man and true God 
don’t make any sense to our natural reason, neither do a lot of the teachings of 
the world; things like evolution or the critical race theory. When it comes to 
believing what God’s Word says about where we come from and where we are 
going, its only the Holy Spirit of God working through the Word of God that 
gives or creates saving faith in our hearts—that enables us to believe what God’s 
Word says over and above our natural reason. When it comes to believing the 
non-sense of many man made theories, whether they have to do with where we 
come from (evolution) or how we can save ourselves by the good things we do 
(works-righteousness), it is (as St. John said in last Sunday’s Epistle reading), the 
“spirit of the antichrist” (1 John 4:3), who leads people to believe such things. 

The “spirit of the antichrist” has an an advantage in the fact that it’s 
falsehood and lies appeal to our natural reason. But when we speak the truth of 
God’s Word, we have the advantage of the almighty power of God’s love. While 
God doesn’t force a person to believe things contrary to their natural reason, He 
does, through the Holy Spirit, give or create in us a new heart—a heart of faith 
which believes what God says in His Word over and above what our sinful 
reason is able to believe. 



St. John refers to this new life of faith in us when he says in our text, 
“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God.” And, 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.” The “world” here 
refers to this fallen, falling apart or dying world, of which we are all a part. 

How does Christ overcome the world, including our rejection of His Word 
and death? He does it through the Good News that first (contrary to the false 
teachers of John’s day and today), “Jesus is the Son of God.” He doesn’t 
represent the Son of God He is the Son of God. While it was essential that the 
Son of God became a man so that He could die on a cross for our sins, it’s just as 
essential that the man, Jesus, who died on a cross, was also God. Only then could 
His sacrificial death pay for all the sins of all people, as He promised (1 John 2:2). 
Jesus’ divine nature is also essential when it comes to His resurrection from the 
dead. Through His resurrection Jesus demonstrates His almighty power as God 
over our sins, death and all the forces of evil. 

This Good News (that the eternal Son of God became a man so that He 
could suffer and die to set us free from our sins and death, and then rise from the 
dead and continue to give us all we need for our eternal salvation) is what the 
Holy Spirit works through to give people, who are old enough to comprehend 
human language, a faith which is able to believe this Good News. 

Through His Word and Holy Baptism, God can and does give birth to this 
same new life of faith in little children, which (like their physically brain) 
increases in wisdom as they feed on the same Word of God. Jesus’ Baptism and 
our Baptism by “water and the Spirit” (Jn 3:5), mark the beginning of our new life 
together with God in the new creation; all because Jesus, as true man and true 
God, shed His blood for us on the cross. 

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation [the atoning sacrifice] for our sins” (1 Jn 4:10). And 
these three things agree, “the Spirit and the water and the blood.” Not only does 
this threefold agreement emphasize the importance of the two or three witnesses 
mentioned in the OT (Dt 19:15) in verifying the truth, but it also emphasizes the 
unity of the Spirit with God’s Word made flesh, Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14). 

That’s why John also says in our text that “this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments.” The word “keep” could also be translated “embrace.” 
Through our God given faith that God created us and, therefore, knows what’s 
best for us, and that He went through hell on the cross to save us (which shows 
us how much He loves us), our new life of faith naturally embraces all of what 
God commands or instructs in His Word, both Law and Gospel. To embrace 
God’s Word is to embrace Jesus, who continues to embrace and save us through 
His Word and Sacraments. 

To “embrace,” “abide,” and “hold fast” (1 Co 15:2) to God’s eternal Word in 
it’s truth and purity is, therefore, not only good for us, but it’s the only message 
that the Holy Spirit works through to save others. That’s why making sacrifices 
in order to preserve and share God’s Word with others is the best way to love one 
another as He loves us. All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

[Children’s Sermon] What’s the greatest gift God gives us? Jesus, who died and rose from 
the dead so that our life with Him will never end. Because we know that God loves us and 
promises to always give us what we need, including people, like our mothers, to love and take 
care of us, what can we do with the gifts God gives us? Share them with others! 

Here’s a flower which, like your faith in Jesus, you can either keep for yourself or share it 
with someone like your mother or grandmother. What would be best for them? [To share the 
flower with them]


