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One of the most common symbols for Jesus is the lamb. Some years back 
in the Portals of Prayer, a writer explained some of the ways many Jews 
celebrate the Passover today. Being a Christian Jew, he also explained how the 
Christian’s celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a fulfillment of the OT Passover.  

One thing I thought was especially interesting is that even though the OT 
Passover is also known as the Feast of the Passover Lamb, among orthodox 
Jews, lamb is not served today as part of their Passover meal. Instead, only the 
shank bone of a lamb is used to remind the people of the Passover lamb. The 
reason for this is that the Passover lambs could only be sacrificed at the temple 
in Jerusalem by the priests. Therefore, since the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem in 70 AD, there have been no Jewish sacrifices, hence no Passover 
lamb. The Lamb is missing from their feast in more ways than one! 

The good news for all people, Jews and Gentiles, especially those of us 
who are present this evening, is the fact that the Lamb is present at our feast as 
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. The Lamb present at our feast is “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29) 

Let me backup a little and review some of the things we heard in our OT 
reading about the Passover. As I do, see if you can make some connections to 
the Lord’s Supper and to our lives today. It was during the time when God’s 
people were enslaved to the Egyptians. In answer to their prayers that God 
would deliver them from their slavery, God sent Moses. After many failed 
attempts at trying to convince the Pharaoh in Egypt to let God’s people go, God 
said that He would strike down/kill every first born son in Egypt (Exodus 11).  

In order to spare God’s people from having their first born sons killed, 
God (through Moses) instructed them to select a male lamb without blemish/
defect and kill it as a substitute for their first born sons (similar to the ram that 
God gave Abraham to sacrifice instead of his son, Isaac (Genesis 22:13)). Then they 
were to take some of the blood of the lamb and smear it on “the two doorposts 
and the lintel” of their homes using a“hyssop” plant. 

That same night they were to eat the roasted lamb, together with bread 
without yeast. “Let none of it remain until the morning,” the LORD said. “You 
shall eat it in haste...with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand” (Exodus 12). In other words, the people were to eat the 
Passover fully prepared for a long and difficult journey out of Egypt, through 
the wilderness, and to the promised land. 

At midnight of that same evening, “the LORD struck down all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt” except those in the homes which had the blood of the 
lamb speared on the doorposts. He “passed over” the families in these homes. 
They would be delivered from death, and their deliverance from slavery to the 
Egyptians was soon to follow. 
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As we think back to the events of that first exodus and how it fits in so 

beautifully with God’s plan for our deliverance from our slavery to sin, death 
and the devil through Jesus Christ, we can’t help but recognize how important 
the Lamb and the blood of the Lamb is to our feast of the Lord’s Supper. 

The Lamb that was killed as our substitute for the Lord’s Supper this 
evening is the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The same Lamb of God, who was 
sacrificed over 2000 years ago to deliver us from our slavery to sin, death and 
the devil is with us here this evening, just as He promised. “This is my 
body...this is my blood, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
(Matthew 26:26-28). By His command and through the power of His Word, the LORD 

causes His presence as both true and eternal God and true and eternal Man 
(crucified and risen) to be present in the bread and wine for us to eat and drink. 
Better than being smeared on our doorposts, the blood of our crucified and 
risen Savior permeates our whole being, body and soul. 

You have heard it said, “You are what you eat.” No where is that more true 
than when we receive the Lord’s Supper. When we receive the crucified and 
risen Lord, Jesus Christ, into ourselves, He makes us one with Him. This is the 
way were were originally created to be—united (one) with Him, our Creator. 
To make this unity with almighty God possible, He assures us that our sins 
have been destroyed and that we have, therefore, been delivered from death 
and the devil forever. 

So we eat the Lord’s Supper with the Lamb included—the Lamb of God, 
Jesus Christ, and we do so with our “belt fastened, our sandals on our feet, and 
our staff in our hand” ready for our journey through the wilderness of this 
world and to the promised land of the world to come. 

Today is also called Maundy Thursday. The word “maundy” comes from a 
Latin word which means “command.” There were two commands which Jesus 
gave to His disciples during His Last Supper with them before His death. First, 
He told them to “do this” (the tense here emphasizes continuous action); keep 
on eating and drinking the bread and wine together with Christ’s body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper, through which He strengthens our faith for the 
journey ahead. 

The second command Jesus gave His disciples that evening came just after 
He washed their feet. He said, “Do [to others]  just as I have done to you” (John 

13:15). Confident of Christ’s presence with us and within us, and of our eternal 
home with Him in paradise, we seek to serve others in this world with the same 
Good News of God’s deliverance from sin, death and all the effects of evil 
through Jesus Christ. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


