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You may have noticed that the passion reading on our insert leaves out 
chapter 14 of Mark’s gospel, which includes the quote on the front of your 
bulletin. “Lest there be an uproar from the people.” These words were 
spoken by the chief priests and scribes a couple days before the Passover. 
These religious leaders “were seeking how to arrest [Jesus] by stealth and 
kill Him.” But they didn’t want this to happen during the Passover feast, 
“lest there be an uproar from the people.” 

We assume they were thinking that the people would be in an uproar if 
they arrested and killed Jesus since it was obvious, from the welcome the 
people gave Jesus on what we call Palm Sunday, that they thought He was 
the promised Savior. With the word, “Hosanna” they were praying that God 
would save them by working through Jesus like He worked through Moses. 

The big difference was that Jesus is our eternal God who came not only 
to save us from our temporary enemies in this world, but also our eternal 
enemies of sin death and the devil. Jesus emphasizes this Good News soon 
after He enters Jerusalem. 

After Moses came into town he began his showdowns with Pharaoh, 
the king of Egypt. But one of the first things Jesus did when He came into 
Jerusalem was to continue His showdowns not with the leaders of the 
Roman Empire but with the leaders of the church by cleansing the temple. 
Then Jesus continued, during the first part of the week, to cleanse the hearts 
of the people from the tyrannical rule of sin, Satan and his works-righteous 
teaching that had crept into their lives. And He did it by teaching them the 
truth about God’s work of salvation. 

This would have caused the people to redirect their focus more on their 
need for Jesus to save them just as much from the tyrannical rule of the sins 
within them, as from the tyrannical rule of the sins of those around them. 
But, like Jesus’ twelve closest disciples, most of God’s people were not clear 
on how the promised Savior would save them, even though all the OT 
sacrifices and Scriptures pointed ahead to our Savior’s death and 
resurrection, which is something Jesus would have to do all by Himself. 
While we, because of our sins, share in the guilt when it comes to Jesus’ 
death (as I mentioned in last Wednesday’s sermon), only Jesus can free us 
from our sins, guilt and resulting death through His death in payment for our 
sins and His resurrection victory over all sins, death and the devil. 

So, when it comes to Jesus’ work of salvation, He (with the Father and 
Holy Spirit) acts alone, and discourages His disciples from coming to His 
defense. Remember when Jesus rebuked Peter for using his sword to defend 
Jesus at the time of His arrest (John 18:10). When it comes to our personal 
salvation God works alone, since man is spiritual dead (Ephesians 2:1). 



2 
This does not mean, however, that after God gives us saving faith in 

Jesus’ work of salvation that He wants us to sit back and say or do nothing 
when it comes to saving others. We, like Jesus’ disciples after His 
resurrection from the dead, are called by God to “make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). This is the sword of the Spirit, which God wants us to use. 

When we proclaim the Good News of God’s work of salvation by 
baptizing our children and teaching them and others God’s Word of truth, 
we are fighting against all the forces of evil which seek to get rid of God’s 
Word, like they sought to get rid of God’s Word made flesh, Jesus Christ. 

This evil includes any false teaching in the church. For example, the 
teaching that baptism is not God’s work of salvation but a good work of man 
after he decides to follow Jesus. This is a works-righteous teaching similar 
to the works-righteous teaching of the religious leaders in Jesus’ day. 

And when we teach all of God’s Word, both the Law and Gospel, this 
also goes against the teaching of many in our government and society today 
who think that it’s only right that man decide for himself what’s right and 
wrong, and that any book or person who says otherwise must be cancelled. 
Therefore we can look forward to being cancelled/crucified by false teachers 
in the church, government and society, like Jesus was. 

This too is part of God’s plan. So let’s not be discouraged by the course 
of this fallen world. For the Lord assured us that “the time will come when 
people will not tolerate sound teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). Instead, let us be 
emboldened, by the sound teaching of God’s Word, when it comes to 
sharing with others the same Word of God. For it’s only God’s Word, both 
Law and Gospel, and His Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion that God works through to create and sustain in us saving faith 
in Jesus; who rescues us from sin, death, and all the forces of evil which 
seek to cancel us from God’s presence. 

What will keep us faithful in sharing this Good News to the end, even 
in the midst of persecution? The same work of God through His Word and 
Sacraments. All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

[Children’s Sermon] On Palm Sunday God’s people were waving palm 
branches, like the ones on the banner, because they believed that Jesus could save 
them from their enemies. Who are our greatest enemies? Sin, death and the devil, 
because they all try to take us away from God. 

How did Jesus kill all these enemies? By letting our enemies kill Him! That’s 
not what the people expected. What they didn’t realize was that Jesus had taken all 
our sins upon Himself. So, when they killed Jesus, what else did they kill or get rid 
of? Our sins! 

But did they really get rid of Jesus? No. He rose from the dead, which is what 
we celebrate every Sunday, especially next Sunday (which is Easter Sunday). 

When we tell other people this Good News, it doesn’t look like it has any 
more power to save them than Jesus did when He died on a cross. But Jesus’ 
promises that the Spirit of God will do all in His power to save the person who 
hears the Good News about Jesus, just like He saves us. That’s why we often use a 
cross to remind ourselves and others about how Jesus saves us forever from sin, 
death and the devil.


