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It’s said that with most objects we associate something else. For example, 
when you see a camel, what comes to you mind? A pack of cigarettes, the three 
wise men, a trip to the zoo? I think of our two kids riding a camel in Israel. 

During these midweek services in Lent, I’m using seven objects or 
symbols which have been used by the early church to remind us of the most 
important events in the life of Christ, especially during His passion. Last 
Wednesday we considered the Cross in the Cup which, when associated with 
Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane: “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39), 
can remind us of at least two things. Not only does it remind us of Jesus 
drinking every last drop of the suffering and death we deserve because of our 
sins until it was “finished,” but it can also remind us that God’s will always 
works out for the good of those who love and trust in Him. This is especially 
evident in Jesus resurrection from the dead for our salvation. 

This evening, our symbol is a crowing rooster, which you may still find at 
times on the steeple of some old country churches. This is one of the many 
roosters my mom had in her kitchen. What are some of the things from Jesus’ 
passion, that God wants us to associate with a rooster, especially the sound of a 
crowing rooster? 

The first is revealed in our text. Jesus had instituted the Lord’s Supper in 
the upper room in Jerusalem on the night when He was betrayed. Afterward, 
when Jesus and His now eleven disciples made their way to the Garden of 
Gethsemane at the base of the Mount of Olives, Jesus referred to an OT 
prophesy from Zechariah: “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered” (13:7-9). On more than one occasion Jesus had explained to His 
disciples what this pointed ahead to; that He would be beaten and crucified, 
and that they (His disciples) would scatter, forsaking Jesus. 

But this time, Peter spoke up and assured Jesus that such a thought would 
never enter his mind. “‘Though they all fall away because of you, I will never 
fall away.” That’s when Jesus told Peter, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times”(Matthew 26:30-35). 

Not long after speaking these words Jesus was arrested, the disciples were 
scattered, and Peter was “sitting outside in the courtyard” close to where Jesus 
was on trial before the high priest and church council. Then, right after Peter 
for the third time told the people around him that he did not know Jesus, “the 
rooster crowed.” A cold chill must have run down Peter’s spine as he 
remember Jesus’ words, “‘before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.’  And [Peter] went out and wept bitterly.” 

First, then, the crowing rooster reminds us of sin, Peter’s sin and ours, 
especially the sin of pride. As I mentioned during the Bible Study last Sunday, 
“Pride and confidence in ourselves apart from God is at the heart of all sin.” As 
the proverb goes, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall” (Proverbs 16:18). 
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Pride, especially spiritual pride leads us to think that we are better than 

others. “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
Spiritual pride also causes us to make harsh judgements against others, and to 
be slow to forgive those who hurt us, whether they be family members, friends 
or other church members. Spiritual pride causes us to see the sins of others, but 
rarely our own.  

Spiritual pride can also cause us to take unnecessary risks with our faith. 
When we think we can keep our faith strong enough on our own, apart from 
God’s Word and Sacraments, then our spiritual pride works to destroy us by 
keeping us away from the spiritual nourishment we need. This also leads others 
to do the same, especially those closest to us, our family and friends. 

I doubt that the crowing rooster became popular as weathervanes on 
churches (or that my mom had crowing roosters in her kitchen) because they 
remind us that we’re sinners, since few of us like to be reminded of our sins, 
even if it’s by a crowing rooster. Thankfully, the crowing rooster is also meant 
to remind us of some Good News. 

When does the rooster crow? At the crack of dawn, or as the sun begins to 
rise each new morning. As a result, the crowing rooster has also become a 
symbol which reminds us that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, rose from the dead 
on Easter morning, proclaiming His victory over our sins, death and the devil. 
It’s as if the crowing rooster is announcing Jesus’ victory each and every 
morning as the sun rises. 

What a comforting thing for all of us to remember each day of our lives. 
Christ has risen! He has risen indeed!” Jesus lives, the victory’s won! 

On that first Easter morning, St. Luke mentions in his gospel a separate 
meeting between the resurrected Christ and Peter (Luke 24:34). We don’t have any 
details of this meeting, but I can’t help but think that Jesus met with Peter 
privately in order to give him His personal assurance that his sin of denying 
Jesus three times was forgiven.  

The Lord personally assures each and ever one of you here this evening of 
the same thing. If you’re troubled by any behavior in the past which is contrary 
to His will for your life, our Lord, through His almighty death, resurrection, 
and Word that you are forgiven. Through this Good News, He also enables us 
to continue the rest of our days in this world, like Peter, not in fear but boldly 
proclaiming Christ’s victory to others through our words and actions. 

So, the crowing rooster, while it can remind us that we, like Peter are 
sinners, and that pride comes before a fall, may it especially remind us of the 
rising of the Son—the Son of God—who is alive and with us as our Savior 
from all sin, death and the devil. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


