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[Children’s Sermon] Some religious leaders in Jesus’ day asked John 
the Baptist, “Who are you?” John first told them who he was not. I’m not 
Jesus. I’m not the OT prophet Elijah. I’m not the coming prophet that Moses 
spoke of (Deuteronomy 18:15), which is also referring to Jesus. So the religious 
asked John again. “Who are you?” That’s when John said, “I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness.” 

When you hear the word “crying,” what do you think of? [A baby 
crying.] What does that sound like? [Waaaah! Boohoo!] Why do babies cry? 
[Because they need help; something that they can’t get for themselves.] 

When it comes to saving yourself from death, what can you do by 
yourselves? Can you stop yourself from dying? [No]. Can your parents stop 
you from dying? [No] Can Jesus stop you from dying? [Yes] How does He 
do that? [Through His death and resurrection...and by giving us faith in this 
Good News through Baptism and His Word.] 

That’s why your parents brought you to Jesus when they had you 
Baptized, and why they continue to bring you to Jesus by tell you what the 
Bible says about Jesus. Because Jesus saves us and keeps us saved. 

So now, what do we cry? [Not boohoo, but we tell people about Jesus 
and cry out, “yahoo!”] 

When it comes to the question, “Who are you?,” what’s the most 
helpful answer you can give? We usually begin by telling people our name, 
and perhaps what gifts/abilities we have. Maybe you’re good at teaching 
math, or understanding how a computer works. Maybe you’re an artist, a car 
mechanic, a home maker, a farmer, a medical expert, or any one of a 
thousand other occupations in this world which can help people with their 
physical needs. That’s all well and good, but as Christians the most helpful 
answer we can give those who ask us “Who are you?” is to let them know 
that we are eternal children of God. 

If the person we’re talking to then asks us what we mean by saying that 
we are “eternal children of God,” they then give us, like the religious leaders 
gave John the Baptist, the opportunity to “make straight” (to make plain or 
explain clearly) the way of the Lord.” The way of the Lord, Jesus Christ, is 
the way of sacrifice. Jesus is the eternal Son of God who became flesh 
through the virgin Mary so that He could sacrifice His life on a cross to pay 
for our sins, and then rise from the dead to make straight the way for us to 
live forever with Him in paradise. 

This will, hopefully, result in more questions about things like sin and 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. John, in our text, touches on the topic of sin 
by first pointing out that since he is not the Christ, the promised Savior, that 
means that he is an unworthy sinner like the rest of us. John said, “I am not 
worthy to untie” the strap of Christ’s sandal. By these words, John was 
saying that he was not even worthy to be a slave of Jesus Christ. Taking off 
their master’s sandals was the job of a slave. 
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Why are we so unworthy to even be a slave of God? Because our 

natural tendency is focused on us being the master/in control. Why is that? 
Why do we think that we need to be in control of our lives? Because our 
natural tendency is to think that if there is a God, He is certainly not in 
control of this falling apart world, nor does He care about our falling apart 
lives in it. So we spend all our time, talent, and treasures in trying to save 
ourselves, despite all the evidence of man’s inability to do that—to prevent 
ourselves and the world from falling apart. 

But God still loves us despite our prideful, foolish ways, and Jesus 
demonstrates God’s love by doing things like washing His disciples feet. 
Such humble, slave like actions pointed ahead to His ultimate humble and 
loving service to us when He allowed Himself to suffer the ultimate 
outcome of our sinful ways through His death on a cross. Then He rises 
from the dead in a glorious, eternal body to assures us of His ability to save 
us from death and give us new and eternal life with Him. 

At this point of our conversation with someone, they may have stopped 
asking questions and started looking at their watch. That’s when it’s time to 
think of the other person’s little faith, which you seek to nurture, not 
annihilate! 

So, instead of giving them a whole week of food in one sitting, it may 
be good to say something like, “I’ve given you a lot to think about. If you 
have any more questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me, and you’re 
certainly more than welcome to join me on Saturday/Sunday when I go to 
church to be nourished and strengthened in my faith by the Lord through 
messengers of His Word and the Lord’s Supper. Then, leave them with some 
Good News, like “God loves you, and so do I (in a brotherly/sisterly way, of 
course).  

While there are a lot of things we can say with our voices in the 
wilderness of this world, there are no words more helpful than the words of 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, which focus on His death and 
resurrection for our eternal salvation. Through this Good News God enables 
us to not cry, “boo-hoo,” but, “yahoo!”  For the Gospel is “the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


