
Advent Midweek Service 1 -  Exodus 33:12–22  “Behind” 

The three themes for this year’s midweek Advent services are “Behind,” 
“Buffeted” and “Befriended.” This evening we’ll begin with being “Behind.” 

Do you sometimes feel like you’re falling behind in life from where you 
would like to be? There are so many things going on in our lives which put us 
behind, especially during this busy Advent/Christmas season. Add to these things 
the extra struggles caused by the unusual pandemic restrictions which have 
effected our economy and worship, and it’s not surprising if we feel like we’re 
behind in our responsibilities. Sickness in our lives or in the lives of someone we 
are caring for are also things that can make us feel like we’re behind. All these 
things and more can make us feel helplessly behind in life from where we would 
like to be. 

 How does your Christian faith help? Some people think that the more 
faithful they are, the better things will be in this life. But what would that say 
about Jesus Christ and the faithful Christian martyrs of the past, whose 
faithfulness put them even further behind in this world? St. Peter, speaking from 
personal experience writes: “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when 
it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:12-13). Our Lord often 
works through times of trouble—things that put us behind in this world—to 
bring us into His glorious presence. 

That brings us to our text from Exodus chapter 3, where we hear about 
Moses during a time in his life when he was feeling behind. The Lord had done 
much in and through Moses. Moses confronted powerful Pharaoh and led the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, and to Mt. Sinai. Moses 
received and gave Israel the 10 Commandments. And when the people 
committed adultery by worshipping the golden calf, Moses used both God’s Law 
and Gospel to restore them. During all this time Moses was privileged to have 
God speak with him directly, which is what the Bible sometimes means when it 
says that Moses spoke with God, “face to face” (Exodus 33:11). God spoke with 
Moses “face to face,” but in a veiled sort of way; without showing Moses His 
face—His glory. So Moses, in our text, asks to see God’s glorious face. 

Isn’t that how it is with you and me, especially during times of trouble? 
God has given us so much to be thankful for. Not only has He give us life in this 
world, which we recently celebrated in a guarded way this past Thanksgiving, 
but most especially has He given us eternal life in the world to come by giving us 
His Son. But He doesn’t stop there. After the Son of God became flesh and blood 
in Jesus Christ so that He could free us from our sins through His death on a 
cross and rise to life again for our eternal salvation, God also gives us His Holy 
Spirit, who gives and sustains saving faith in this Good News through this Good 
News. Yet we still want more—we, like Moses, want to see God’s glorious face
—which is paradise. 

Do you know why we have this desire? It’s because God put this desire in 
us—this desire for something more, which will never be satisfied by anything or 
anyone except by God when He reveals to us His glorious face. 
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So how did God respond to Moses’ desire to see God’s glory? God 

basically said, “no.” Because I love you Moses, the answer is “no,” or at least, 
“not yet.” As I use to say to our children when they wished for perfection in this 
world, “Only in heaven!” 

So, instead of taking Moses to heaven, God assures Moses of His heavenly 
presence with him in this world. God told Moses, “I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim before you my name, ‘The LORD.’ And I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy.” 

These words, for one, emphasize the fact that God’s goodness and mercy 
comes not as a result of any worthiness in us, but totally from God. He is by 
nature good and merciful. Then, hiding Moses in the cleft of a rock, God passed 
by Moses but shielded him so that he would not see God’s glorious face and die 
(which emphasizes both the stark contrast between man’s sinfulness and God’s 
holiness, as well as God’s mercy). 

But God does let Moses see His back. What that means exactly I’m not 
sure, except that it tells us that God was ahead of Moses, thus filling Moses with 
certain hope for the future, knowing that our good and merciful God was in front 
of Him preparing the way. 

That’s what the coming of Jesus does for us. The Law within us makes us 
feel empty—wanting something more. But the Good News of God’s willingness 
to let His only Son become a man so that He could save us from our sins through 
His damning death on a cross, and rise from the dead to assure us of His power 
over our sins, death and all the forces of evil, this demonstration of His love and 
power is what fills us with hope for the future. “He who did not spare His own 
Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us 
all things?” (Romans 8:32). 

We haven’t yet seen the glorious face of God, but we follow behind Jesus 
Christ, who continues to give us hope for the future by leading us to His veiled 
presence and certain promises through His Word and Sacraments. I think 
especially of His promise in connection to our Baptism. “We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been untied to Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be 
united to Him in a resurrection like His.” Think also of God’s promise in the 
absolution and in connection with the Lord’s Supper, “This is my body...this is 
my blood...given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28). 

So the next time you feel like you’re falling behind, remember the promises 
of Him who is ahead of you and the head of the Church, Jesus Christ. Through 
His Word and Sacraments He will continue to remind you not only of His 
forgiveness of your sins and your glorious future with Him in paradise, but also 
that He has left you behind (for the time being) so that you can give others in this 
sin ridden, troubled world Good News for the future through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Sprit. Amen.


