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The new hymnal from Concordia Publishing House (CPH), One and All Rejoice (OAR) adds some beautiful and singable
hymns to our repertoire, as well as some liturgies for our midweek services. The thinking behind this hymnal is explained
well in the introduction:
“We sing what we love. We love what we know. And much of what we know and love we learned in
childhood. This is especially true of hymns and songs that are impressed on our minds and hearts early and
stay with us throughout our lives. It is imperative, therefore, that we give our children the very best hymns
and songs of the Church. These are hymns that let us proclaim to one another and the world our need for a
Savior and God’s work of salvation. These hymns teach us again and again the details of salvation’s story.
And they help give voice to our praise and thanksgiving in joyful response to God’s saving work through His
Son, Christ Jesus. There is no greater thing about which to rejoice, and no greater thing to teach our
children.

“This collection of hymns and songs for children aims to do no less. The psalms, liturgies, prayers, and
hymns were carefully selected with guidance from teachers and Church musicians to be appropriate for
children but never to sacrifice theological depth, poetic beauty, or musical excellence for the sake of
triteness or sentimentality. About one-third of the hymns and songs are drawn from Lutheran Service Book
and constitute a core of Lutheran hymnody alongside newly written hymns and songs that promise to be
worthy and enduring.
Special care has been taken in the selection of music as well, with consideration given to historic
importance, pedagogical value, and appropriateness for children’s voices. To foster the growth of the
singers as musicians, various settings allow for a progression of artful unison singing, two- and three-part
canons, and four-part chorale harmonizations. It should be noted that the guitar cords are, in most cases,
not intended to be played with the corresponding keyboard accompaniment.
It is our prayer that children will come to know and love what is presented in this hymnal, singing the faith
day by day and year by year, proclaiming with joy God’s wonderful work of salvation in Christ to one
another and to the world.
What is good for young children of God is also good for us older children of God. The more we sing the hymns and songs
of the Church, the more God’s hope, peace, joy and love is shared with us and others. This good news is emphasized in
our hymn of the month for December.
[see following]

“WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE”
172 (OAR)

Wedded with a delightful tune, our hymn of the month for December is “We Light the Advent Candle,” from the new
One and All Rejoice (OAR), hymnal. “We Light the Advent Candle,” is a good example of what was mentioned in the
introduction above. As with the previous song we learned while lighting the Advent wreath, this one also focuses on
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, giving the application of each in relation to Christ Jesus, our Savior.
In Stanza 1, Our hope as God’s people includes waiting and trusting in God’s promise
“that He will bring us home. Our hope is in our Savior who wins for us God’s favor.”
Stanza 2 emphasizes the peace God gives us through this good news.
“With peace, we know that Jesus has come to be our guest,” especially through His Word and Sacraments.
Stanza 3 unites the joy we have in Christ to the joy we have in sharing this good news with others.
“With joy, we spread the message—A blessing to impart.”
Stanza 4 emphasizes not only the love God gives us through His “wondrous Word,” but also the fruits of His love
when we “tell of Jesus.” “God’s love is for each nation throughout His whole creation.”

Stanza 5 is added to include the Christ candle, which is lit on Christmas Eve/Day.
This stanza gathers all four Sundays of Advent into One:
We light the Christmas candle
And sing with peace and joy.
Our hope is now begotten
In Christ, the infant boy.
God’s love with us is dwelling,
All darkness now dispelling.
After each stanza is a refrain which speaks of the growing light in anticipation of Jesus’ birth:
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!
Then the final refrain celebrates Jesus’ coming (the now and the not yet):
We celebrate with light
For God makes all things right!

Birthdays
Carol Rustebakke—December 3rd
Devona Henderson—December 4th

Baptismal Birthdays

Sarah Tunget—December 10th
Herb Kruger—December 10th

Eldon Reynolds—December 3rd

Levi Weber—December 11th

Cornelia Reynolds—December 3rd

Michael Althaus—December 19th

Kathy Bieth—December 18th

Aaron Clubb—December 20th

LeeAnn Sinner—December 21st

Austin Althaus—December 21st

Madyson Scarbrough—December 23rd

Ruby Weber—December 23rd

Mark Thiebaud—December 24th

Sarah Fischer—December 25th

Vern Jetley—December 26th

Cody Weber—December 30th

Pastor Van Fossan—December 30th
Ayla Kruger—December 30th
Sandy Oeltjenbruns—December 31st

Wedding Anniversaries

Karen Wagner—December 31st
Levi Weber—December 31st

John & Bobbi Koppes—December 26th
Dave & Linda Wacker—December 28th

Cody & Ruby Weber—December 31st

THE LORD’S MINISTRY
Redeemer Lutherans attendance figures and financial blessings that were given for the month of
November to further maintain the Lord’s ministry.
Date

Attendance

Communicants

Offerings Received
Gen./Designated Funds

Needed Operating
Budget

11-1- 2020

104

83

$3,405.50/$2,025.83

$4,455.06

11-8-2020

83

61

$2,775.00/$1,533.46

$4,455.06

11-15-2020

85

68

$3,110 50/$457.00

$4,455.06

WHY IS JESUS BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS?
Santa lives at the North Pole . . .
JESUS is everywhere!
Santa rides in a sleigh . . .
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on water!
Santa comes but once a year . . .
JESUS is an ever present help!
Santa fills your stockings with goodies . . .
JESUS supplies all your needs!
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited . . .
JESUS stands at your door and knocks
And then enters your heart!
You have to wait in line to see Santa . . .
JESUS is as close as the mention of His name!

Santa lets you sit on his lap . . .
JESUS lets you rest in His arms!
Santa doesn’t know your name.
All he can say is,
“Hi little boy or girl, what’s your name?”

JESUS knew our name before we did!
Not only does He know our name,
He knows our history and future, and
He even knows how many hairs are on our heads!
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly . . .
JESUS has a heart full of love!
All Santa can say is HO HO HO . . .
JESUS offers health, hope and happiness!
Santa says, “You better not cry” . . .
Jesus says, “Cast all your cares on me for I care for you!”
Santa’s little helpers make toys . . .
JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts,
Repairs broken homes, and builds mansions!
Santa may make you chuckle, but . . .
JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.

Anniversary Milestones
The 75th anniversary of Redeemer Lutheran Church will be celebrated on January 17, 2021 with Divine
Service at 9:00am. Rev. David Fischer, Fourth Vice President of the Rocky Mountain District—LCMS, will serve
as preacher. 2021 will also mark the 25th anniversary of being in the present church facility and the 20th
anniversary of the beginning of Tiny Treasures.

Redeemers Website
THE NEW CHURCH WEBSITE: www.deltalutheran.org is online and functional. We are not finished
loading everything on that we want, so we are asking all of you to access the website. Please look at all
the drop-down menus and let us know if there is anything that needs correcting and if there is anything
you think should be added. The audio of the service and Pastor’s sermons are also accessible if you think
you are unable to attend church. Please contact Karen Wagner, 856-6307 with any comments.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year
December 6 – Advent II – No greater comfort speaks to hearts broken by abortion than the Gospel of
God’s forgiveness (Isaiah 40:1-2). He holds the lives of those who permit, promote, or participate in
abortion just as precious as the little lives lost to it (1 Peter 3:9). And whatever relief abortion proposes
for surprise pregnancy cannot compare with the Savior who will “gently lead those that are with
young” (Isaiah 40:11).
December 13 – Advent III – Few situations force us to acknowledge One greater than ourselves (John
1:27) like surprise pregnancies and terminal diagnoses do. But when we see how He comes as gentle
gestating baby and humble suffering servant, and not only binds up the brokenhearted (Isaiah 61:1) but
keeps body and soul (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24), even these burdens give way to greater blessings.
December 20 – Advent IV – Anyone who experiences surprise pregnancy understands Mary’s “greatly
troubled” (Luke 1:29). But since every conception comes about only by God’s good and gracious will, we
can rest assured that especially in such circumstances, “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28) and “You have
found favor with God” (Luke 1:30). Who needs “my body, my choice” when we can declare, “Let it be to my
according to Your Word” (Luke 1:38)?
December 27 – St. John, Apostle and Evangelist – St. John testifies of a Savior whose atoning
sacrifice saves from all our sins and shortcomings (1 John 2:2). His shed blood (Revelation 1:5) has
rendered that of abortion and physician assisted suicide as unnecessary as it is ineffective and immoral.
These measures have no power to deliver, and even their power to condemn fails—if we confess our sins,
even sins against the sanctity of life, Jesus faithfully forgives and cleanses (1 John 1:9).

