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Pastor Kenneth Mars 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – Cody, WY 

Invocabit (First Sunday in Lent) 

February 26, 2023 

Text: Matthew 4:1–11 

 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Two extraordinary things are taking place today in our congregation. Though 

separate things, they are related to each other. The first one we have already 

witnessed. According to the command and promise of Jesus, two new 

disciples were added to His holy Christian Church through baptism. Christian 

disciples are made in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit (Matt. 28:19). Christ Jesus Himself has claimed these two precious 

souls to be His own dear children. We mustn’t allow the simple application 

of plain water in God’s holy name to distract us from what is actually taking 

place. In holy Baptism, the Holy Spirit does a truly wondrous, miraculous 

thing whereby He works a new spiritual birth in people’s lives; He connects 

the baptized to the life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  

 

According to the promise of Holy Scripture, the baptized are born again to a 

living hope established in the undying life of the resurrected Jesus (I Pet. 

1:3). This we have already witnessed today. Rayven and Cecelia are full and 

complete beneficiaries of everything that Jesus did in His redemptive work. I 

especially want Rayven and Cecelia’s parents, but also all of your baptized 

members of our congregation, to take great comfort and encouragement in 

knowing that Christ Jesus gives us everything in this wondrous gift of 

baptism. He holds nothing back. The apostle Paul forthrightly declared in II 

Cor. 6:11 that contrary to all day-to-day experience, we Christians “possess 

everything.” All of God’s love, grace, kingdom, Spirit, life; everything. 

Baptism in God’s holy name is a mighty and precious gift, to be cherished 

now and into eternity.  
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The second extraordinary thing has yet to take place. In fact, it won’t even 

happen during this worship service but is intimately and inseparably related 

to Christian baptism and the worship that takes place here every Sunday. This 

afternoon at 1:00 p.m., five young adults will take their second catechism 

examination. During that time, they will do what the Lord Jesus says all 

baptized disciples must do in order to follow Him (Matt. 10:32-33):  
 

Jesus said, “32Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also 

confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies Me 

before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 

 

These precious souls will confess before everyone in attendance – all of you 

are invited to attend – yes, they will confess before heaven and earth their 

Lord and Savior, Jesus of Nazareth, the only-begotten Son of the Father from 

eternity and also the Son of the Virgin Mary, born in time. True God and true 

man in one person who has redeemed them with His own precious blood and 

with His innocent suffering and death. Noah, Rory, Gavin, Olivia, and Cole 

are being taught God’s Word in a pure and simple way so that they can 

confess Jesus as Lord. Such a true confession is a gift of the Holy Spirit 

working through the inspired Scriptures.   

 

It is this kind of regular teaching and confession on faith in Christ that takes 

place in our Sunday school and Bible classes, our preschool, and in the 

conversations you have with each other about God’s Word, the words of 

encouragement you give to one another, the prayers you offer for each other. 

May our heavenly Father continue to prosper the teaching and confession of 

His Word in our midst!  

 

And did you hear what Jesus promised in that passage from Matthew 10? 

Those who confess Jesus as Lord have the certainty that Jesus is confessing 

them to be His own dear children before the throne of God. Think about that 

dear saints of God! The exalted Lord Jesus sits at the Father’s right hand and 

confesses each of you by name to His Father. They are my baptized children, 

co-heirs in my glory, and possessors of an inheritance that can never fade 
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away. For we too confess Jesus as Lord through the hymns we sing, the 

Creeds we speak, the prayers we offer, the Sacraments we received, and 

through the conduct of life we live. 

 

So I want you to see in these two extraordinary events the great work of 

redemption Christ Jesus brings to pass by the grace of the Holy Spirit. These 

two events are two sides of the same promise of redemption. Jesus combines 

them together in Matthew 28:19-20:  
 

19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Baptism and teaching go together. Those two extraordinary things are taking 

place in our midst. Baptism in God’s Trinitarian and teaching everything 

Christ has commanded. With these two gifts working together in perfect 

harmony, the Lord Jesus promised to be with His disciples always, until the 

end of the age. Saints of God, Christ is with you according to His almighty 

power and grace through these two gifts: baptism and teaching. Baptized and 

catechized disciples confess what they believe to be true: Jesus is Lord. His 

Word is true. Heaven and earth may pass away but not Christ’s enduring 

Word.    

 

What I have described as taking place today is really nothing new. Not only 

for the life and history of Christ the King Lutheran Church but for any 

Christian congregation. To be baptized and taught God’s Word so that one 

can confess it now in time and into eternity is the very pattern of life our Lord 

Jesus Himself followed. In Matthew 3:13-17, the verses immediately before 

today’s appointed gospel text, the Lord Jesus was baptized in the Jordan 

River by John the Baptist. Our Lord was baptized in fulfillment of His 

Father’s will for Jesus to be the Savior of the world, to be your Savior.  
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Immediately following Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to 

be tempted by the Devil. For 40 days, Jesus fasted and prayed as Satan 

waited and watched for what he thought was the right time to tempt Jesus. 

Vs. 2 says Jesus was hungry, that is, when our Lord was at His weakest, 

physically speaking.  

 

Matthew records three temptations Jesus endured by the Devil. Each of them 

tempted Jesus to doubt who He was or what He came to do. What I want to 

especially highlight for us today, however, is that Jesus endured and 

overcome each temptation by confessing God’s Word. Three times Jesus 

said, “It is written…” Jesus knew the Old Testament Scriptures. He had been 

taught them by His earthly parents, Joseph and Mary. Jesus did not use His 

divine majesty to defeat the devil. He used the God’s Word, the inspired 

Scriptures. Through God’s Word, Jesus defeated the devil.  

 

This is the pattern of discipleship we follow. Baptism in God’s name coupled 

with the teaching of God’s Word so that we are able to confess His Word and 

live by it at all times. We live by God’s Word and the baptism given to us in 

God’s holy name. Not only for this hour or so on Sundays but all the time, in 

all situations, public and private. Your baptism into God’s life and His holy 

Word defines who you are, your life, the desires of your heart, your various 

relationships, all that you are or ever will be, now and for eternity.   

 

Today, we give thanks for holy baptism, for God’s Word, for the Holy Spirit 

and the ability He gives to us so that we confess Jesus as Lord. Today’s 

events remind us again that we are forgiven children of our Father. He loves 

us perfectly and completely. This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.       

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Now the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


