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Text: Matthew 25:1–13 

 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Advent means coming. It’s a month-long season of preparation for the coming 

of Jesus. With preparation comes eagerness. All three of the appointed readings 

for today have a strong sense of eager preparation. The prophet Jeremiah 

declares twice, “Behold (that’s a word of intense expectation – look! Pay 

attention!!), the days are coming, declares the Lord …” (Jeremiah 25:5, 7). In 

both cases, the Lord gives a promise to God’s people that He is about to do 

something greater than what they’ve known before. The first promise is the 

Lord God Almighty is going to raise up a Righteous King who will be known to 

all Christian believers as “The Lord is our Righteousness.” In the second 

promise, the deliverance God is bringing to His people will be greater than the 

Exodus out of Egypt. The prophetic promises of righteousness and restoration 

are finally and completely fulfilled in the coming of the Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

The apostle Paul speaks of being prepared in holiness of heart and life when he 

says, “Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed…let us 

cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Romans 13:11, 

12). The day of salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The 

spiritual battle continues to rage around us. We must be ready for the continuing 

struggle. Preparations must continually be made through daily repentance and 

faith in Christ. But this is the joy of it all. The day of salvation is nearer to us 

now than when we first believed. The second coming of Jesus is near at hand! 

We must be ready.    

 

And then there’s today’s gospel reading from Matthew 21:1–9. The Lord Jesus 

comes to Jerusalem, the city and dwelling place of God. The coming of Jesus to 
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God’s holy city required some preparation too. Jesus sends two disciples into 

Jerusalem in order to secure the appropriate transportation. They are to find a 

particular colt and bring it back to Jesus. “Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 

them, ‘Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 

says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once’” (vs. 2–3).  

 

The Lord Jesus speaks and acts as if this has already been arranged. And indeed, 

it has! Around 520 B.C., the prophet Zechariah (9:9) declared, “Rejoice greatly, 

O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is 

coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

 

The details surrounding the donkey’s colt tell us what kind of King Jesus is. 

This might sound a bit shocking but Jesus was a “beggar king.” Jesus must 

borrow that which is His by divine and messianic right. Remember what Jesus 

told His disciples, if anyone questions why you’re taking this animal, just tell 

them, “The Lord has need of it.” Zechariah prophesied that Israel was to expect 

her Messiah to be a poor, lowly, and unpretentious king. We must not lose the 

impact of this situation. The King of all creation come in human flesh and blood 

to His world must borrow a donkey. We don’t have kings in our country. But 

our president gets a limousine, a jet, and a helicopter. No such privileges are 

afforded to Jesus, the king of divine glory veiled in flesh and blood!     

 

A week after Jesus entered into Jerusalem, the Lord’s humble, impoverished 

status is made even more clear. His own people reject Him. They despise the 

King of glory and give Him cruel mocking and torture. Before Pontus Pilate, 

Jesus wears a royal, purple robe that serves as a symbol of derision and hatred. 

Jesus receives a royal crown, a ring of piercing thorns crushed into His head. 

His royal scepter is nails driven into His hands. The Romans and the Jews give 

Jesus a throne, a brutal cross that drained His life. In Bethlehem, Jesus was born 

in humble circumstances, a manger for there was no room for Him in the inn. At 

Jerusalem, Jesus dies in abject poverty, in shame, in total isolation as heaven 

and earth turn their back on their Lord. Jesus doesn’t even have His own tomb; 
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He’s buried in a borrowed grave. Having to borrow a donkey is emblematic of 

who Jesus was during His earthly ministry.   

 

But that donkey also signals something else. Jesus is King of kings and Lord of 

Lords for Zechariah declared “your king is coming to you, humble and mounted 

on a donkey” (vs. 5). The crowd certainly understands what Jesus is saying 

when He rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. Matthew records in vs. 8 that the 

crowds placed Jesus upon this borrow donkey and then begin to rejoice and 

praise God with loud voices. The King is here, the righteous Branch of David 

comes to execute righteousness and justice in the land. With loud, expectant 

voices, the crowd declares, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (vs. 9). To this very 

day, we join with God’s people throughout the centuries proclaiming, 

“Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, 

blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Sanctus, LSB 195).  

 

Those words spoken by the crowd, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name 

of the Lord” are borrowed from Psalm 118:26, a royal psalm. The ancient 

people of Israel sang these words when their king returned to Jerusalem 

victorious in battle over her enemies. Jesus rides into Jerusalem as if He’s 

already won the battle! In reality, His greatest battle was yet to come. On Good 

Friday and Easter, heaven and earth will shake as Jesus brings peace to heaven 

and glory to all creation through the shedding of His precious blood.  

 

King Jesus is God’s mighty champion come to do battle for you, me, and the 

world. This lowly, humble king prevails over sin, not just one sin, which we 

cannot even do. He prevails over all sins, my sins, your sins, the sins of the 

world! He is the world’s Savior. But His salvation comes through bitter 

suffering and death. Only through Christ Jesus, do we stand victorious over our 

enemies of sin, Satan, and evil. King Jesus is the one who destroys death by 

rising again from the dead. He alone is to be known as Death’s destroyer! 

Through His resurrection life, we have justification and the hope of eternal 

glory. The fruits of our Lord’s victory – His peace, righteousness, salvation, and 

His glory – are given to you through forgiveness and received by faith and 

simple trust.     
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We spend enormous energy and resources preparing for Christmas every year. 

Much of this is good and right. However, we ought to redirect some of those 

energies and resources to prepare for the coming of Jesus. We Christians are 

called to be Advent people, people always preparing for the coming of Jesus. 

The words of the prophet Zechariah, “Say to the daughter of Zion…” (vs. 5) 

remain important for us today.  

 

We prepare for the coming of Jesus in two distinct ways. The first is the eager 

expectation that Jesus comes to us day by day, week after week, year by year 

through His Word. Our King comes to us by the grace of the Holy Spirit 

through baptism, the Lord’s Supper, His Word and preaching. He promises to 

hear our prayers and give us His gifts of love and peace. To be sure, the means 

by which the Lord gives His salvation are lowly: water, bread, wine, and words. 

But we must not let our eyes deceive us. Rather, we are to hear what is said to 

us for we are the redeemed daughter of Zion. With full confidence and joyful 

hope, we believe what Christ has said. In these gifts, lowly though they may be, 

He brings the riches of His eternal kingdom.  

 

I said a few moments ago that we Christians ought to be known as being an 

Advent people. This is true because we not only eagerly prepare for Christ 

coming to us through His Word, but we also prepare for His final, glorious 

return on the Last Day. This is the deepest longing of our heart and soul. To be 

with Christ and all His redeemed people from across the ages. We were created 

for fellowship with God in body and soul. And we will never be fully satisfied 

or whole until that happens. When Jesus comes again in glory, He will resurrect 

and transform our lowly bodies to be like His glorious body. In the splendor and 

majesty of His resurrection life, we will live for eternity in His kingdom which 

has no end.  

 

The Lord Jesus comes to us now through the humble but powerful means of His 

Word and Sacraments. But on the Last Day, His divine majesty will be seen by 

all. And every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord 

to the glory of God the Father in heaven (Phil. 2:9-10). We are an Advent 

people who are eagerly preparing for the coming of Christ Jesus among us. May 
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His love and joy fill your hearts and minds with great glory and peace as we 

look for His coming among us.       

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Now the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


