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Pastor Kenneth Mars 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – Cody, WY 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 

November 20, 2022 

Text: Matthew 25:1–13 

 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Today’s gospel reading is one of joyous celebration and bitter regret. The 

celebration and regret all center around a monumental event: a wedding. The 

wedding in this story represents the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus comes again on the Last Day in the glory and splendor of His 

heavenly Father, there will be great rejoicing and celebration. And there will be 

bitter regret. Today, we will look at both aspects of our Lord’s return.  

 

One of the constants of human history is the joining together of a man and a 

woman in marriage. Traditions surrounding how men and women meet, prepare 

for, and enter into marriage are as varied as there are cultures. But they all fulfill 

a God-given purpose: uniting men and women together as husband and wife.  

 

Most matrimonial traditions are a combination of frolicsome joy and weighty 

significance. This is as it should be. Who you marry is the most important 

decision you will make regarding earthly life on this side of eternity. Being a 

Christian is the most important thing for both life in this world and the world to 

come. The Bible beautifully puts those two aspects together – a good husband or 

wife for life in this world and saving faith in Jesus for life in this world and the 

next – using the imagery of a wedding. Marriage should be surrounded with 

great joy and proper significance.    

 

The wedding in Matthew 25 has both, great joy and weighty significance. 

Jewish weddings of the 1st century were generally big, public celebrations. It 

included not only the families of the bride and groom but the whole community. 

They feasted for days. You might recall the wedding feast in Cana that Jesus 

attended with His disciples (John 2). At this wedding, Jesus performed His first 

miracle. And His disciples believed in Him. The miracle was Jesus changing  
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between 120-180 gallons of water into wine! That’s anywhere between 600 to 

900 bottles of red wine! There’s a lot of people at this wedding feast. And it 

doesn’t look like they’re going away anytime soon. I want you to imagine this 

big, joyous celebration filled with joy and feasting.  

 

But we mustn’t lose sight that the wedding in Matthew 25 represents the 

kingdom of God. The bridegroom represents the Lord Jesus. In this parable, the 

Church is represented by the 10 virgins waiting for the coming of the 

Bridegroom. This is a huge, Biblical theme. The Christian Church is waiting for 

the coming of Jesus. The Church is a waiting Church. As we Christians live our 

lives in this present age by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we do so while waiting 

eagerly for the return of the Lord Jesus. We Christians go to work every day, go 

to school, get married and raise kids, build homes, and prepare for retirement 

just like most everybody else. But we do these things with faith in Jesus as we 

eagerly await His Second Coming.  

 

Thus, we need to put ourselves into the parable. We are represented by the 10 

virgins. But we seek to be like unto the 5 wise virgins who were fully and 

completely prepared for the coming of the Bridegroom. According to vs. 4, 

these true Christians had flasks of oil with them so that they could refill their 

lamps in case the bridegroom was delayed. In the Bible, oil and light frequently 

represent the Holy Spirit. True believers in Christ, are continually filling their 

lamps with oil. They are constantly being renewed in heart and mind by the 

Holy Spirit through repentance and faith.  

 

I mentioned earlier that bitter regret is one aspect of the marriage in Matthew 

25. The regret was not being ready for the coming of the Bridegroom. The 5 

foolish virgins ran out of oil; they did not have the Holy Spirit and could not 

enter the wedding feast. The doors were locked forever. The Bible constantly 

exhorts us to turn away from sin, to avoid sin, even the so-called little sins, as 

the greatest danger. The Bible also warns us not to be lulled asleep by the cares 

and anxieties of life. It’s so easy to get distracted from the most important 

things. Faith and love for God and love for your family, friends, and neighbors. 

The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh do not want us to call upon God’s 

name and live in His kingdom. But the apostle Paul says, “We are not of the 
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night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as other do, but let us keep 

awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 

drunk, are dunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having 

put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation” (I 

Thess. 5:5-8). Faith, hope, and love are the primary characteristics of the 

Christian Church, not carousing, drunkenness, or spiritual lethargy.   

 

From the days of our Lord’s apostles, Christians have gathered together 

regularly and faithfully week after week around the preaching of God’s Word 

and the reception of the Sacraments for the purpose of being strengthened and 

renewed in the Holy Spirit. In every service, I want you to know and to believe 

that the blood of Jesus cleanses you from all the sticky mire of sin that so easily 

clings to you. You sins and failures are truly forgiven, released from you. And 

Christ our Lord sends the Holy Spirit upon you day after day to strengthen you.  

 

Through faith in Christ and by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we Christian 

believers stand before the world and say Christ is risen from the dead. And He’s 

coming again in great glory. So, we will love our neighbor as ourselves while 

we love God with heart, soul, and body. Nothing in this world can take this 

divine love away from us. That’s why we come to church and worship. The 

world is a dangerous place, filled with perils of all sorts and kinds. We take 

them so seriously, that we gather together in Jesus’ name in order to pray for our 

world, to be renewed by the Holy Spirit for loving service in our world, and to 

be prepared for life in the world to come. We gather in order to be ready to meet 

Jesus whether by death or by His sudden return on the Last Day. Until one of 

those events happens, we keep filling our flasks with the oil of the Holy Spirit.       

 

There’s another thing we need to note about this wedding described in Matthew 

25: the focus is on the groom. He’s the center of attention. Most of our 

weddings today focus on the bride. But in the parable, everyone is waiting for 

the Bridegroom. The 10 virgins were to light their lamps and join the 

Bridegroom and the entire wedding procession as He entered the wedding feast. 

The focus of heaven and earth is on Jesus. He’s the Bridegroom, the center of 

attention.  

 



 4 

Even though all heaven and earth are centered on Jesus, we must remember why 

He’s coming back to this earth! To bring His lovely Bride, the holy Christian 

Church, to the wedding feast in the new heavens and the new earth. At this 

point, we need to shift our imagery away from the Church described as the 5 

wise virgins waiting for the Bridegroom, to the larger Biblical narrative of the 

Church being the Bride of Christ.  

 

Jesus being focus of the parable doesn’t diminish the Church’s position as His 

Bride. It’s rather the opposite. She is magnified in the radiance of His love and 

grace. Her beauty and splendor are made all the more glorious in the light of 

Christ’s redemptive love. The apostle Paul described this dynamic of marital 

love and devotion like this in Ephesians 5:25–27:   
 

25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 

for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 

water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in 

splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 

and without blemish. 

 

The Church’s beauty radiates from the sacrificial love of Jesus, her Bridegroom. 

He lived and died and rose again from the dead so that He might present her in 

splendor before the entire new creation! Before my eyes, I see, though faith and 

the promise of God’s Word, the glorious Bride of Christ. Radiant in splendor, 

beauty, strength, and majesty. Blessed are you, dear Bride of Christ.   

 

I want to close this sermon with a recommendation. Today’s sermon hymn, 

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”, was written by the Lutheran pastor Philip 

Nicolai. It’s been called the King of Chorales, the King of Hymns. The music 

represents high artistry. And the text is sublime. It’s based upon today’s gospel 

reading. It describes the Church awaking from sleep to meet the Bridegroom. 

She lights her lamps and joins Jesus in “the wedding hall to eat the Supper at 

Thy call” (LSB 516, st. 2). The Supper here is actually referring to the Lord’s 

Supper which we will receive in a few moments. My recommendation is this: 

we ought to encourage our children and grandchildren to sing this hymn at their 

weddings. Remember, who you marry is the most important decision you will 
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make about your earthly life on this side of eternity. Being a Christian is the 

most important thing for both life in this world and the world to come. One of 

the most beautiful things I have ever witnessed is a couple making that most 

important earthly decision – to marry each other – and, at the same time, pledge 

to help each other be prepared for the most important thing of all: being ready 

for Jesus. Why not rejoice by singing one of the greatest hymns ever written!!  

 

Saints of God, Christ is coming again to take us unto Himself so that we might 

live with Him in kingdom forever as His beloved Bride. Rejoice, rejoice, again I 

say rejoice. Christ is coming. We belong to Him; He belongs to us. Alleluia.  

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Now the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


