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Pastor Kenneth Mars 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – Cody, WY 

All Saints’ Sunday 

November 5, 2022 

Text: Matthew 5:1–12 

 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

“Blessed” is the word of the day. We hear that great Biblical word nine times 

from Jesus in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5. And later in this sermon, we will 

consider a 10th Beatitude from Revelation 14. Blessed is an appropriate word for 

today, All Saints’ Sunday. For today we consider and give thanks for all the 

believers who persevered unto death including members of our own 

congregation who now rest from their labors. These blessed saints have joined 

the ranks of the great white robed multitude from “every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages” (Rev. 7:9).  

 

I suspect when we think of the word blessed, we most often think it means 

happy, fortunate, or materially enriched. Don’t we often say, “count your 

blessings”? Or when something good happens, we say, “how blessed are we”? 

To be sure, these things are included in the word “blessed” but there’s more to it 

than that. To be blessed Biblically, is to receive the good gifts of God. That 

includes physical, monetary, and material things. But God gives blessings to His 

people that we don’t often think about. That’s where Jesus’ Beatitudes from 

Matthew 5 and Revelation 14 come in.       

 

Our Lord described true blessedness in the Beatitudes from Matthew 5:1–12 

with nine memorable statements. Blessed are the “poor in spirit, the mournful, 

the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure 

in heart, the peacemakers, those persecuted for righteousness’ sake, and those 

reviled on account of Christ.” And I will add a 10th Beatitude from Revelation 

14:13, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed 

indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 

follow them!”     Let’s consider these statements more closely.   
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Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

(vs. 3). His people know that in themselves there is nothing good; they are poor. 

We sinners, who are saved by God’s unmerited grace, look to the eternal riches 

found in Jesus and His heavenly kingdom.   

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (vs. 4). 

His people know sin, their own and the worlds’. And they mourn because of the 

real devastation sin creates in peoples’ lives. But the comfort of sins forgiven 

now and the hope of eternal life in God’s kingdom give real comfort to justified 

sinners day after day.  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (vs. 5). His 

people know that meekness and humility aren’t weakness. It’s the opposite. 

Through meekness we find great strength in God’s will even if we don’t always 

understand what God is doing. But we know that our eternal home, the place for 

which our heart truly longs to see, isn’t found on this earth, with its corruption 

and sin. Our lasting home is the new heavens and a new earth wherein 

righteousness dwells.  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

shall be satisfied” (vs. 6). His people yearn for a greater righteousness than 

anything found in themselves. And Jesus gives it. Through the Gospel 

proclaimed in Word and Sacrament, He declares His people to be holy, pure, 

and righteous. God’s people are satisfied with God’s righteousness that endures 

for eternity.  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (vs. 7). His 

people know they have received an infinite amount of mercy through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. Because of Christ’s love and mercy, Christians show 

mercy and grace to everyone even as we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (vs. 8). His 

people know that in their flesh there is evil and sin that will remain until they 

take their very last breath. Yet their hearts are purified from all sin for the blood 
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of Jesus washes away every trace of sin and evil. Christians are filled with the 

Holy Spirit who works true fear, love, and trust in God. On this side of eternity, 

believers see God by faith. When Christ comes again on the Last Day, we will 

see Him face to face with our own resurrected eyes!  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” 

(vs. 9). His people know God’s peace that reigns in their hearts and minds 

through Jesus, the Prince of Peace. In Christ, we pray for peace in the church, 

the world, even that our enemies would repent and know God’s peace. 

Christians are sons and daughters of God filled with Christ’s peace that passes 

understanding.  

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (vs. 10). His people know that as long as they 

live righteous lives of faith they will be persecuted even as Jesus was 

persecuted. And yet, Christians rejoice for we know that we are not greater than 

our Master, the Lord Jesus who calls you to live righteous lives of faith now and 

in His heavenly kingdom.  

 

For the 9th beatitude, Jesus speaks directly to us as His disciples. “Blessed are 

you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven” (vs. 11-12). Being poor in spirit, mourning over sin, being meek, 

hungering and thirsting for righteousness, being merciful and pure in heart, and 

working for peace – all in Jesus’ name – will bring persecution and slander for 

the world says that such things are foolish. The promise for such faithfulness, 

however, is a great and eternal reward from our heavenly Father.   

 

These 9 statements of blessedness are quite a bit different from what we 

normally think of being blessed. But we know that such a life is blessed indeed 

because that’s how Jesus lived. The Beatitudes just listed describe who Jesus is 

and what He gives. Jesus was poor in spirit and yet He gives His Father’s 

kingdom to all by faith. Jesus mourned over sin and gives comfort through His 

gospel. Jesus was meek, seeking to do good for others rather than Himself. 

Through His meekness, a new heavens and earth are established wherein dwells 
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righteousness and peace. Jesus hungered and thirsted for righteousness. He 

satisfies the desire of all Christians to be holy and blameless before God the 

Father. Jesus was merciful, pure in heart, and a peacemaker. Through His 

perfect life, death and resurrection, He gives mercy, opens heaven’s gate, and 

brings multitudes upon multitudes of people into God’s holy family. And Jesus 

was persecuted unto death. But His resurrection proved Him to be the holy Son 

of God.  

 

Because of Jesus, and only because of Jesus, all Christians are blessed saints. 

Whether living or dead, all believers are blessed beyond imagination. We living 

saints receive this blessedness by faith. The saints who have gone before us are 

already beginning to experience their blessedness in joy and felicity of heaven.  

 

There is the final beatitude we must consider briefly this morning. It comes 

from Revelation 14:13, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 

on.” That’s quite a surprise. Blessed are the dead! That is, the dead who die in 

Christ. The Lord Jesus has gone before them and prepared the way. His blessed 

death and resurrection make every Christian’s death a blessed and holy event.  

 

Now, there is nothing good or blessed about Death itself. The wages of sin is 

death, as the Bible teaches. Death is an irreconcilable enemy that must be 

defeated. But Jesus has done something remarkable with Death. Through His 

own righteousness, death and resurrection, Jesus forces Death to do His (i.e., the 

Lord’s) work and will. For Christians who are baptized into the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, Death has lost its sting. It is powerless to hurt us. Blessed 

are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.   

 

Dear living saints of our Lord, this is why we remember with great joy and 

thanksgiving those who have died in the faith. They are the blessed dead, 

declared to be so by God’s Holy Word. The Holy Spirit calls them blessed 

because they rest from their labors. And their blessedness will be fulfilled in the 

resurrection of the just on the Last Day.  
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Ten statements of blessedness. Dear saints of God, they describe you for they 

describe Jesus. United to Christ, you are the blessed of the Lord from henceforth 

and forevermore.  

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Now the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


