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     SERMON 

 

         The Work of the Holy Spirit 

 

TEXT:  John 16:5-15 

 

INTRODUCTION:   The words of Jesus recorded in the Gospel lesson were 

spoken to His disciples on the evening before His crucifixion. He told them, 

“I am going to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me ‘Where are you 

going?’  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 

heart.” Now, at hearing that Jesus was going away, the disciples were so sad 

and upset that they didn’t even ask Him where He was going. They truly 

loved Jesus, and they did believe that He was the Messiah, even though they 

didn’t understand all that that meant. So when they hear that He is going to 

leave them, they were sad, and couldn’t understand how His leaving could 

serve any good purpose for them. 

 

Now Jesus is God, and so He knew what they were feeling, and in love He 

said to them, and to us “… I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I 

go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, 

I will send Him to you. The word “Helper” here is the English translation of 

the Greek word, “Paracletos,” a word that Jesus had used before in speaking 

with his disciples, and when He used it at that time, He defined it as “the 

Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit of course is God, the Third Person of the 

Trinity, and He was already at work in the hearts of the Apostles, that’s a 

given, because they could not believe in Jesus to any degree, or love Him, 

except by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

However, the full working of the Holy Spirit in them and in people in 

general, was not yet possible, because Jesus’ work of salvation was not yet 

complete at that time. The work of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ, to 

guide sinners into the knowledge of Christ and bring them to faith in Him. 

And so the work of the Spirit could not begin in full until the Christ was 

crucified, dead, buried, raised to life, and ascended into heaven. And none of 

that had taken place yet at the time of Jesus speaking these words to His 

Apostles. 

 

God’s work of saving sinners is divided into two parts, acquisition and then 

distribution. Christ carried out the work of acquiring salvation for sinners by 

His life, death, and resurrection. After that, the Holy Spirit, through the 
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Word and Sacraments, works faith in sinners to that they can, by faith, 

receive all the blessings of salvation. So, when Jesus tells His disciples, and 

us, “…it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send Him to you,” He is 

talking about going to the cross and suffering death and damnation, and then 

rising again to life, and ascending into heaven, all for our salvation, and  

sending the Holy Spirit to deliver that salvation to sinners. 

 

Now again, it is not that the Holy Spirit was not yet in the world, because the 

Holy Spirit had been working in the hearts of believers all through the Old 

Testament time, and into the New Testament era. For it is only by the work 

of the Holy Spirit that a sinner can believe in the promises of God and have 

faith and be saved.  

 

Now, as you know, after Jesus ascended into heaven, He did send the Holy 

Spirit to His disciples in an awesome way on Pentecost. On that special day, 

the Holy Spirit came among the disciples with the sound as of a rushing 

wind, and tongues of fire appeared on their heads, and they began to speak 

in other languages. However, the coming of the Spirit is not confined to that 

instance, for Jesus continues to send the Holy Spirit through the Word and 

Sacraments of God to this very day. 

 

In fact, the Holy Spirit is present right now, right here, coming to us through 

the Word of God, and through the Lord’s Supper. And in His coming, the 

Spirit to deliver to us the gifts of salvation. When Jesus suffered death and 

damnation on the cross, He did that in payment for the sin of all sinners of 

all time. No sin was left uncovered by the blood of Christ. 

 

BUT, what Jesus won for all sinners, must be received by each individual 

sinner in order for a sinner to have forgiveness and life. And the power to 

personally receive salvation, the power for an individual to believe in Jesus, 

is worked in us by the Holy Spirit. 

So, Jesus has accomplished the full and complete salvation of sinners by all 

His saving work. And He sends the Holy Spirit to distribute salvation to 

each individual sinner. The Holy Spirit is serving us now though God’s 

word,  and soon through the Lord’s Supper, continuing in us the miracle of 

saving faith. God the Father, in love, planned salvation for sinners. God the 

Son, in love, accomplished salvation for sinners. And God the Holy Spirit, in 

love, distributes salvation to individual sinners through the Word and 

Sacraments of God. 
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All thanks, praise, and glory be to our Savior God Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 

Dr. Ron M. Garwood 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

May 15, 2022 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


