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       SERMON  

             “The Joy of Our Salvation” 

TEXT: John 16:16-22  

 

INTRODUCTION: In the reading this morning from the Gospel of John, we have 

a record of Jesus telling His disciples that in a little while they would not see Him, 

which would cause them sorrow, but then in a little while they would see Him 

again resulting in their joy. But His disciples didn’t understand what He was 

saying. We know that Jesus was speaking to them about His coming death and 

damnation on the cross as He sacrificed Himself in payment for the guilt of the sin 

of all humanity. He is, as John records elsewhere in His Gospel, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

After Adam and Eve brought sin and death into the creation with their 

disobedience, their children, all human beings, are conceived and born in their 

image, with a sinful nature. And we act according to our nature as we sin in 

thought, word, and deed on a regular basis. And that’s a very real problem for us, 

because as the word of God teaches, “The wages of sin is death,…” And as you 

know that is not just temporal death, but eternal death, separation from God forever 

in an existence of suffering and torment. 

 

But God, in His grace and mercy, sent Jesus to be the Savior from sin, death, and 

hell, and in sacrificing Himself on the cross, Jesus suffered the full penalty for the 

sin of the world. And, in His resurrection, God forgives the sin of the world, on His 

account. So, Jesus was speaking to His disciples of His death and resurrection, and 

how they would react to both. At His suffering and death on the cross, His 

disciples were going to weep and be sad, even though the world rejoice. 

 

But, Jesus promised that their sorrow would “… turn into joy.” And they would 

have this joy, because, though they witnessed Him crucified, dead, and buried, 

Jesus would take up His life again, and rejoin His disciples, alive. John records 

later in His Gospel that after His resurrection, Jesus came to His disciples as they 

were afraid and hiding, and “Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord.” 

 



2 

 

However, this sudden gladness and joy at His resurrection, is not all that Jesus was 

teaching His disciples, and us, about our joy. He told them, “I will see you again 

and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” The joy for 

Christians in the resurrection of Jesus after His atoning death and damnation, is an 

ongoing joy, a permanent joy, that no one can take from us. 

 

Now, Christians do indeed suffer in this life, we are not always happy and feeling 

great, but we can truly have joy in the midst of sorrow, trouble, and unhappiness, 

all on account of Jesus. It is a deep-seated joy that the world cannot give, it’s the 

joy of our salvation, worked in us by the Holy Spirit through His word. We are 

sinners, but by the grace of God, on account of Jesus, we are forgiven all our sin, 

and have the gift of salvation. As the Scripture promises, “The wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And so 

even in this vail of tears in which we live, even in the trouble and suffering we 

experience, Christians can actually have joy. The joy of our salvation. 

 

My father was a solider in the 12th armored division of General George Patton’s 

Third Army during World War II. And one cool and rainy day as his company 

moved into a village in western Germany, Dad and some other soldiers were riding 

huddled together on the back of a Sherman tank. Suddenly an enemy machine gun 

opened up on them from the second story of a bombed out building. All the men on 

the tank leaped off, away from the incoming fire. As my father made his jump, the 

turret of the tank was turning to bring its gun to bear on the building from which 

the fire was coming. As it turned, my father’s combat webbing caught on a small 

radio antenna sticking up on the back of the turret, hanging him up out over the 

edge of the tank, suspended in mid-air. Bullets were now zipping all around him, 

one took off his helmet, another knocked his rifle from his hand, and he took a 

round in the shoulder wounding him slightly. He told me, “I just knew that I was a 

dead man, that there was no way that I was going to get out of this alive.” But then, 

one of the incoming rounds clipped off the antenna that was hanging him up and he 

fell from the tank landing on his back in the mud and water of a shell crater. And 

he told me, “I just burst out laughing.” He said I was laying in the mud, I was cold 

and wet, I was wounded, and people were still trying to kill me, BUT, just a split 

second ago I was a dead man, and now I was alive, and even in my misery, I had 

joy in my salvation. 
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And it’s much the same with Christians in general in this life. In this life we have 

problems in great number, we have pain and suffering now and then for ourselves, 

and for those we love. And we all face temporal death, BUT, in the midst of it all, 

we Christians have the joy of our salvation. All our troubles, difficulties, and 

problems are temporary, they are going to end with the end of our life here. And 

even the death we are going to experience is temporary, because for a Christian, 

our death here ends in life, eternal life in glory with our Savior. Jesus promised, “I 

am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall 

he live; and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.” 

 

Our victory over sin, death, and hell is what we celebrate in the resurrection of 

Jesus. That’s what we celebrate every Sunday in Divine Service. That’s the joy of 

our salvation. No matter what our individual circumstances are in this life at any 

given time, we Christians do have the joy of our salvation, all on account of Jesus, 

who was crucified, dead and buried, for us, but who is risen and alive, for us! 

 

In His Holy name!  Amen! 

 

Dr. Ron M. Garwood 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

May 8, 2022 
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