
1 

 

      SERMON 

         “The Good Pastor” 

TEXT:  John 10:11-16 

INTRODUCTION: In the Gospel reading this morning, we have the words of 

Jesus speaking of Himself and saying, “I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is…not a shepherd,...sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees,…13 He flees because…he cares 

nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me,…and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of 

this fold….and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd.” Here Jesus is making a distinction between Himself as the Good 

Shepherd and false shepherds. 

And He makes this contrast in regard to the Pharisees, who considered themselves 

the shepherds of Israel, pastors of the church. When Jesus calls Himself the Good 

Shepherd, the Greek word that He uses for shepherd is the same word that is 

translated as pastor. So, Jesus is saying that He is the Good Pastor, and that is in 

contrast to those who were not real, or good pastors. 

God spoke against false shepherds, false pastors, through the prophet Ezekiel: 

“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel;…Should not shepherds 

feed the sheep?... but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The weak you have not 

strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the 

strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force 

and harshness you have ruled them.”  In view of this situation described by God, 

in our Old Testament lesson today, God says, “Behold I, I myself will search for 

my sheep and will seek them out….I will rescue them…” 

 

Jesus is the fulfillment of those words. He is the Good Shepherd come to rescue 

not only the people of Israel, but all sinners, as Jesus says in the Gospel lesson, 

“… I have other sheep that are not of this fold….and they will listen to my voice. 

So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

 

As God prophesied through Ezekiel, the Pharisees, pastors of Israel, were not 

preaching and teaching the word of God, but their own word, and they had 

developed a very complex religion which they were forcing on the people with 

harshness as Ezekiel wrote. But the practice of religion doesn’t save anyone from 
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sin, death and hell. Jesus is the Savior. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who laid down 

His life for the sheep, and then had the power to take up His life again, and is risen 

and alive, our true Savior, our true Pastor. 

 

Jesus shepherds us with His word and Spirit, and brings us peace with God. Jesus 

said of Himself, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me.” All the words Jesus speaks to us are words of truth 

and life. He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us, and then also for 

us, took it up again, and is now alive in heaven, soon to come back and bring this 

world to an end. 

 

Now, we are Christians, and we know all of this, but it is good for us to hear the 

Gospel again and again, for because of our old sinful nature, there is a little 

Pharisee in all of us. By the old Adam in us, we want to make up our own religion, 

we want to believe what we decide is true, and we want to pick and choose which 

of God’s word we will take seriously and follow. And in addition, there are a 

million false shepherds in the world eager to lead us in another way. 

 

Back in the l950’s, during the Korean War, the commanding general of a U. S. 

Marine division was inspecting front line positions, when suddenly a sniper sent a 

shot over his head. At that, the general leaped into a bunker along with the 

company commander, who was with him. After they were safe, the general 

snapped, “Locate that sniper!” To which the captain replied, “Ah, sir, that’s not a 

problem, we know exactly where he is.” And the general said, “Then why haven’t 

you eliminated him?” The captain said, “Sir, that guy has been sniping at this 

position for four days and hasn’t hit anybody yet, and we’re afraid if we kill him, 

they will replace him with one that can shoot.”  

 

Now that kind of logic is not hard to appreciate. If we’re gonna have a sniper 

around, for sure, let’s have one who can’t shoot straight. And the devil and 

unbelievers feel the same way about pastors. The attitude is, “If we’re gonna have 

one around, let’s have one who won’t shoot straight.” 

 

A true pastor is a servant of the Word of God. He is to preach and teach that Word 

faithfully. He is to be a mouthpiece for the Lord Christ Himself. In fact, Luther 

called the church, “Christ’s Mouth House,” the place where Christ’s word is 

spoken in truth and purity. 
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So we thank God for the gift of God of faithful pastors. But we are most thankful 

for THE Good Pastor, our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. For Jesus not only 

speaks the word of God, but IS the living word of God, who sacrificed Himself for 

our forgiveness, and rose again for our justification, and who said, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, he who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life, 

and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” 

 

Those wonderful words are to, and for, you and me, and are from Jesus, who is our 

Good Pastor, and who always shoots straight. In His holy name, the risen one, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

 

Dr. Ron M. Garwood 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

May 1, 2022 

 

 

 

  

 

 


