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From the Pastor:      

          2017 is beginning, and 

cheers of “Happy New Year” are 

ringing in the air.  As I was 

considering the hopes that people 

center around the holiday season, 

and reading different things that 

pass my news feeds, I learned of 

something that had not even 

entered my psyche.  Lawyers have 

branded the beginning of the new 

year with a moniker of despair.  

They call it, “Divorce Day.” 

Apparently, people make 

pledges to “hold it together” 

through the holidays, hoping for 

some kind of great wonder to 

happen—and when it doesn’t, 

when the holidays are exactly as 

disappointing as they’ve tended to 

be in the past, they file for divorce 

as soon as the lawyers’ offices 

open again after New Year’s Day. 

I’m no longer sure which feed 

it was that revealed this news to 

me.  When I went back to find it 

again, I saw one reference in Time, 

one in Working Woman Report, 

and one from Fox, with a couple in 

United Kingdom sites, including 

the Daily Mail and the 

Independent. 

Then it occurred to me how 

pervasive this is, not only among 

people who are married to one 

another, but among the 

relationships we have with other 

family members, and with people 

in other areas of our lives, 

particularly those areas that hold 

intimate significance in our lives. 

Where we work doesn’t 

necessarily qualify as intimate 

when work can be left at work.  

Occasional projects may not 

qualify, unless they are dear to 

one’s heart.  Regular social 

gatherings are the main focus for 

my thoughts on this, and church is 

probably as regular and as social as 

one gets outside family gatherings. 

Granted, gathering together as 

the body of Christ, as the family of 

God, for worship is not quite like a 

family reunion for which Aunt 

Mary brings the salad and Sister 

Sally grills the chicken and Uncle 

Joe supplies the beverages.  In the 

body of Christ, we don’t need to 

puzzle out how this or that person 

might be related as the third cousin 

to Jan’s boyfriend or maybe the 

child of the black sheep who never 

returned after the infamous 

scandal at the wedding that didn’t 

quite happen.  In the body of 

Christ, we are all related in exactly 

the same way, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Every 

one of us belongs because every 

one of us needs the cleansing Jesus 

Christ provides in the ongoing 

washing of our baptisms. 

Everyone belongs.  Everyone 

is desired. 

This does not make it easy.   

We expect things to be easy.  

We expect people to be nice to one 

another, to love God and love 

neighbor as Jesus does, but it 

doesn’t always look like that. 

Just as people become 

disappointed when the holidays 

don’t make everything right within 

a marriage or family, people 

become disappointed when others’ 

actions in congregations or other 

groups don’t mirror the way they  



From the Pastor continued……... 

believe things should be.  At times 

it is as innocuous as how many 

pickles to place in the dish for the 

funeral dinners—or whether 

plastic is used in place of the 

silverware. 

Less innocuous might be the 

musical options or the ringing of 

the bells or the placement of the 

screens or the flags… or what the 

pastor preaches! 

Some people claim that it’s 

easy... all you have to do is talk 

about it! 

It’s not always easy to talk 

about it, though, because we are 

not always good at understanding 

other’s perspectives or feelings, 

and it’s risky sometimes to explore 

them, because we might find 

ourselves guilty of causing hurt—

even though it was unintentional.  

Then, instead of risking what it 

will take to make things better, we 

distance ourselves instead.  We 

walk away. 

It’s not unlike filing for 

divorce… 

I propose we buck the trend.  I 

propose we work as hard as it takes 

to mend the relationships in our 

lives that have suffered from the 

despair of misunderstandings or 

even mean-spiritedness.  Some of 

these will be within families, 

others within groups.  All are 

important.  Some personal 

relationships may not be 

salvageable.  In the body of Christ, 

though, all are important.  

Everyone belongs.  Everyone is 

desired. 

In Jesus Christ, the Word of 

God becomes flesh, God 

Incarnate, and all of us are in the 

same boat—with Jesus.  Let us 

give thanks for God’s love. 

PARISH NURSING NOTES...... 

“It is not good for man to be 

alone.” (Genesis 2:18).  The 

celebration of faith and family 

during the Christmas season is 

over.  But attention to family 

relationships is just as important in 

January as it was in December.  

Since the family of the 1950's is no 

longer the norm, we as a church, 

and a community, need to ask what 

it means to be “family,” how we 

support families, and how we 

reclaim its importance. 

 

By definition, a family is “a group 

of people united by certain 

convictions or a common 

affiliation.”  This means that any 

group who love and support each 

other through life’s complications 

is considered family.  God’s 

family goes beyond blood lines, 

color, size, or creed.  Without 

family, people are often set adrift 

with no direction or support which 

tends to make them less healthy.  

Positive relationships provide 

unconditional love and 

encouragement which fosters self-

esteem, positive attitudes, and 

better health habits.  They ground 

a person and provide building 

blocks for other relationships.  We 

at Concordia are a family.  Our 

community is a family. 

 
“Now, dear brothers and sisters, I 

appeal to you by the authority of 

the Lord Jesus Christ to stop 

arguing among yourselves.  Let 

there be harmony so there won’t 

be divisions in the church.”   

(I Cor. 1:10).  How do we build 

and nurture positive families of all 

types?  All families have highs and 

lows, so it is important to learn 

how to deal with both ends of the 

spectrum.  Really listen to the 

thoughts, feelings, and wishes of 

the other person.  Attend and 

support each other’s interests and 

events.  Discuss differences of 

opinions and agree to disagree.  If 

approached properly, conflict can 

strengthen families by hearing and 

understanding others.  Embrace all 

family life whether it consists of a 

biological, church, neighborhood, 

college, or other supportive 

“family.”  Each setting is 

important to your spiritual, mental, 

and physical health.  

 

Music is a big factor in promoting 

harmony and health.  Just listening  



Parish Nursing Notes Continued…  
to music releases mood elevating, 

pain relieving neuro-chemicals 

such as dopamine and endorphins.  

But the act of singing does even 

more.  It involves activity in both 

hemispheres of the brain, which 

promotes brain health.  And it 

improves both respiratory function 

and blood oxygen levels.  And this 

is something we can all do together 

in church!  So sing out–whether in 

the choir or in the pews!  You 

don’t have to be pitch perfect to 

reap the benefits, and help provide 

the benefits to others. 

 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage, 

anger, harsh words, and slander, 

as well as all types of evil 

behavior.  Instead, be kind to each 

other, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, just as God, through 

Christ, has forgiven you.”  

(Ephesians 4:31-32).  Rejoice with 

others as well as support them in 

times of need.  Know that 

forgiveness can nurture as much as 

praise. 

 

Wouldn’t our world family be 

happier if everyone could live by 

the guidelines God has given us?  

In the coming year be loving, 

supportive, forgiving, happy, and 

healthy.  And remember to sing 

out loud! 

……........................................Jean 

 

 

 
Something Old and Something 

New! 
  

We are starting a Bible Study 

opportunity in January with a new 

twist.  We will be gathering as a 

group AND offering an 

opportunity for people to 

participate in the discussion online 

as well.  (Participants will be 

encouraged to participate either 

way or both ways.) 

To begin, we will work our way 

through David Lose's "Making 

Sense of Scripture."  The book has 

an introduction, followed by the 

opportunity to address seven 

different big questions in a 

conversational format.  There are 

also some short video options 

which may not be available to the 

online only participants--we're 

exploring options for that.  

 

At this point, we are planning to 

meet in the library on Mondays 

at 10:30 a.m. beginning January 

9.  If we are able to stick to a 

schedule of one chapter a week 

(plus the introduction) this will 

take us through the last week in 

February, finishing this block just 

before Lent begins.  Those who 

wish to meet in the evenings 

should contact Pastor Michelle to 

determine a good time. 

  

We have ordered the participant 

books in quantity, so please check 

with the office to get your copy. 

 

 

Happenings in the 
Library 

Happy New Year!  We, on the 

Library Board, hope you had a 

very Blessed Christmas! A time to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and 

Savior with family and friends.  A 

time to create new memories and 

to remember the ones from 

Christmas’s past!  Now, a New 

Year has begun , full of fresh 

hopes and dreams.  May you 

remain centered in Christ and be 

assured that He is always by your 

side wherever life’s journeys lead 

you.  He is there loving, forgiving, 

guiding and supporting you at 

ALL times. 

   The Library’s plans for 2017 are 

to continue with the uncompleted 

ones from 2016—processing new/ 

donated books, weeding/inventory 

of the current library’s collection, 

on-going cleaning and any other 

project that should make itself 

visible.  We look forward to 

working with you, the readers of 

Concordia, in choosing books for 

your needs/interests and we 

appreciate your comments/ 

suggestions for additions or 

updates to the library’s current 

collection. 

We are making progress!  It may 

be at a snail’s pace, but we are 

moving forward. For now, that’s 

what’s NEW in the library! 

May your 

New Year be 

a Blessed and 

Happy One! 

KEEP ON 

READING! 

 



Scrip Cards 
Scrip Cards are available in the church office. 

 Applebee’s  Barnes & Noble 

 Bath & Body Works Chipotle 

 CVS   Domino’s       

 ICO   Kwik Trip  

 Old Navy  Olive Garden 

 Panera Bread  Shamrock Pizza 

 Subway  Target  

 Walgreens 

*Many other businesses offer scrip cards.  Please 

stop by the office to let us know what cards you 

would like us to have on hand in the future, or make 

a special order. 

Prayer Chain members are needed.  If you would 

like to join our prayer chain, please contact the 

church office. 

Help us Grow 
Electronic Giving is a convenient, 
consistent way to help our church grow. 
Consider scheduling a recurring electric 
contribution today. You won’t need to 
write checks and prepare envelopes every 
week. And even when you can’t attend 
services, your electronic contributions will 
arrive without delay. 
Ask for an authorization form in the church 
office. 

A note from Pastor’s Family: 

We hope everyone had a very Happy Christmas.  

May the spirit of Christmas continue to fill your 

hearts and homes with peace, joy, and fellowship 

throughout the Christmas season and all the year. 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

has been set for Sunday, January 29, 

following the service. 

Lunch will be potluck. 

Please make plans to attend. 

Men’s and Ladies’ “Night Out” 
EVERYONE is welcome!  Join fellow members of 
the congregation once a month for dinner and 

conversation at a local venue. 
 
Watch the bulletins and our weekly email for 

dates and place.  Not getting our weekly 
email?  Call or stop by the church office with 

your email address! 

The following memorials are acknowledged by the 

church office: 

In Memory of: 

Maxine Thomson  

Bus Fund by: Bill & Lois O’Neill 

Bus Fund by: Rhoda Pearthree 

Bus Fund by: Arlene Jacobson 

 

Sarah Gronski 

Youth & Family by: Shirleyann Brandser 

For Faith Enrichment at Home: 
 

Please pick up a FREE copy of “Christ in Our Home.”  

They may be found in the main office and in the 

literature rack outside pastor’s office.  Put it where 

family members will notice it and pick it up for some 

quiet time with God.  Also available in LARGE PRINT.  

These devotional books are made possible through your 

offerings to your church! 

Prayer Shawl will not be meeting the 2nd 

Tuesdays of the month January-March. 

Meeting times will be the 4th Saturday of the 

month. 

January 28  10:00 am 

February 25  10:00 am 

March 25  10:00 am 

New Members are always welcome!   

Salvation Army Adopt a Family 

Thank you to all who donated to the Salvation 

Army Adopt a Family Program!  This year’s 

program was very successful!



 

  



Altar Flowers for January 

Jan 1  Given in memory of parents, John 
& Ann Leland and brother, Bob Leland, 
by Ken Leland and Lillian Leland 
Peterson. 

 
Jan 8  Given in memory of parents, Jim & 

Margaret Harmer, by Kenneth & Debi 
Harmer and Karin Harmer Hanson. 

 
Jan 15 Given in memory of Loved Ones, 

by Ann M. Novack. 
 

Jan 22 Given in memory of Loved Ones, 
by Audrey Pederson. 

 
Jan 29 Given in memory of Loved Ones, 

by Rich Wnek. 
 
*Please Note: This schedule is tentative at the 

time of printing. 
 
 

Your Church Council members, working  
together with you in ministry: 

 
Gary Banker 715.392.2149 
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 
Diane Kruger 218.341.2704 
Carol Lindegren, Sec. 218.590.8238 
Jan Lippitt, Vice Pres. 715.394.9158 
Tom O’Neill, Pres. 218.391.6139 
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

 

The DEADLINE for articles and information 

for “The Concordian” is the 16th of month. 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

Annual report items are due in the main 

office on Friday, January 6. 

 

Serving in January 

Ushers 

Jan 01 Team III 

Jan 09 Team I 

Jan 15 Team II 

Jan 22 Team IV 

Jan 20 Team I 

Bus Driver 

Jan 01 Brett Quist 

Jan 08 Kris Hanson 

Jan 15 Brett Quist 

Jan 22 Ken Harmer 

Jan 29 Kris Hanson 

Scripture Readers 

Jan 01 Richard Wnek 

Jan 08 Ann Novack 

Jan 15 Steve Ledin 

Jan 22 Denise Latscher 

Jan 29 Doug Score 

Altar Servers 

Jan 01  Lois Renoos; Arlene Jacobson 

Jan 08 Lois Renoos; Patsy Luder 

Jan 15 Lois Renoos; Eunice Grimsrud 

Jan 22 Lois Renoos 

Jan 29 Lois Renoos 

Financial Assistants Deb Harmer; Sue Martin 

Communion Assistants 

Jan 01 Patsy Luder; Rich Wnek 

Jan 08 Audra LePage; Shaye Toya 

Coffee Hour 

All January coffee hour dates are open at the 

time of this printing. 

Be sure to check the coffee hour schedule 

on the bulletin board by the kitchenette.  

Sign up on a day that works for you! 

 

 



January 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9 am PB Checks 

10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

 

 

2 

 

3 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

4 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

5 

2 pm Service @ 
Superior Rehab 

6 

Annual Report 
items due* 

7 

 

8 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

9 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

6 pm Property & 
Management 

 

 

 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

10 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4pm JFK 

11 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

12 

2 pm Service @ 
Superior Rehab 

6 pm Church 
Council 

13 

 
14 

 

15 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

16 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

6 pm Worship & 
Music 

 

February 
Concordia 
Articles Due 

17 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

18 

9:30 am Mary’s 
Circle 

3:45 pm 
Confirmation 

5 pm Ladies’ 
Night @ Aces 

5:30 pm Men’s 
Night Location 
TBD 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

23 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

24 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

25 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  

29 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

 

Annual Meeting 

30 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

31 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

    
*Committees 
unable to have 
all items in the 
office by the 6th 
please make 
sure to send any 
remaining items 
as soon as 
possible. 
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Worship Schedule 

10:00 am on Sundays 
Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sunday. 

Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 
after the worship service. 

 
Mission Statement 

As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 
we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel in our community 
and the world. 
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