
From the Pastor
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior!

Being here with you at Concordia Lutheran invigorates me with joy and

hope, because I can see in many the great love for this place of worship.  Some

can point to generations of family involvement, while others joyfully recall

when they first joined the congregation.

More recent experiences are a bit more diverse, with most expressing

some sadness, some expressing a bit of anger, and others saying something

akin to: “I stay out of the politics.”

I’ve often expressed something similar myself.  The sentence, “I hate politics,” has come from

my mouth, but its meaning must be clarified.  “I hate politics,” (at least when it comes from my mouth)

means that I hate it when people use trickery, sneakiness, and bribery in an underhanded way to get

what they want, seeking to avoid blame or responsibility should things go awry.  Granted, this is what

often happens in the political sphere, so politics gets a bad rap (a bad reputation).

Literally, though, politics (a word that comes from the Greek) means anything (or everything)

relating to the citizens of the group.  Everyone (except maybe the hermit who manages to avoid human

interaction) engages in politics in everyday human living.

Politics is how people interact with one another, and our Christian tradition indicates that we

ought to do so in love.  

Love leaves little room for the sneaky underhanded ways so prevalent in the political dealings

of this world.  (I say little, because sometimes love can be a bit sneaky, as in preparing a surprise party

for one who would enjoy such a surprise.)  Jesus, when asked his opinion on the greatest

commandment answered, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your

soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it:

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the

prophets.”  (Matthew 22:37-40)

The Ten Commandments (which many of us have memorized) are primarily instructions on

how to love.  First, there’s God.  Use God’s name(s) respectfully, and do not neglect to honor and

worship God in all that you do.  Next is the neighbor:  parents, spouses, and the unrelated.  Respect

their bodies, their reputations, their belongings, and their positions.

(OVER–>)
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From the Pastor.......continued.

As we move forward here at Concordia, let us make every effort to pattern our working in the

way of Christ, to leave behind the sneakiness so prevalent in worldly interactions in favor of the love

to which God calls us, as Jesus advises.

Working backwards from the politics, we come to the anger some of the members of the

congregation have experienced.  Some are quick to blame certain members of the congregation or

certain pastors or staff members for “what went wrong.”  What I believe will work best as we move

forward is to let go of the tendency to ascribe blame.  I believe all of us have the same goal, that God’s

grace and mercy will continue to be proclaimed in this space until God brings us all together again in

the resurrection.  As in our baptismal life God forgives our sin (literally, God lets go of our sin), let us

let go of all anger and blame, so that we can move forward with a clean slate, raised again to new life.

As we move forward, our emotions will vary.  Some will want to move faster, and some will

think everything is happening too quickly.  There may continue to be some sadness, that things are not

quite the same as they once were.  Some will lament, “I wish we could go back to when…”  

But I don’t want to go back there, because I wasn’t here, then!  There are many gifts in this

congregation, particularly in the people.  I take great joy in discovering them and moving forward to

proclaim God’s grace and mercy today.

And now, may the peace of God which surpasses all human understanding keep your hearts

and minds in Christ Jesus.

In Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Help us Grow
Electronic Giving is a convenient,

consistent way to help our church grow.
Consider scheduling a recurring electric

contribution today. You won’t need to write
checks and prepare envelopes every week.
And even when you can’t attend services,
your electronic contributions will arrive with

out delay.
Ask for an authorization form in the

church office.
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PARISH NURSING NOTES..............................

“The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”  Rev. 22:2. 

I think most of us take some form of medication for “healing.”  It may be just an
occasional pill for a headache or a cold, or it may be a routine of 10 a day.  Most of us
have several bottles of medication in our medicine cabinets, and some may have been
there for years!  But how much do you know about those medications?  We take them
to help us feel better, or function better.  But if not taken correctly, they may do more
harm than good.  A large percentage of adults in the United States are taking too

many medications, not taking their medications properly, or both.

Medications are used to maintain a certain level of health, prevent an illness, or cure a physical condition.  For
example when your doctor orders a drug for blood pressure or diabetes, a specific level of that drug needs to be
in your system to attain the desired outcome.  Therefore, in order to reap the most benefit, it is important to
understand why you need the medication, how to take it, hoe to store it, and what to expect from it.

Also be aware of possible interactions that can occur between some foods and other drugs.  Taking medication
with hot drinks may change its chemical structure while alcohol will change its absorption.  With certain
cholesterol, blood pressure, or cardiac medications, you should never ear grapefruit or drink grapefruit juice as it
will increase the blood level of the drug and cause adverse side effects.  To be sure you do not create potentially
harmful interactions, talk with your pharmacist about any items you should avoid.

Medications are to be helpful, nor hurtful.  Learn as much as you can, and follow some general guidelines:

1. Keep a personal, written medication record.  Include all medications, prescribed and over the counter,
and dietary supplements, and the name and phone number of your doctor.

2. Ask questions.  Get the information you need to take the drug safely and effectively.  Know exactly
what you are taking it for, and for how long you should take it.  Ask if it will interact with other
medications or food, or if you can do anything to make it work better.  Ask if there ids a generic form
available, or if you can make a life-style change that will accomplish the same purpose.

3. Take your medications exactly as you have been instructed.   Work the medication schedule into
your daily routine to help you remember them.  Read the written instructions and warning labels. 

4. Monitor how your drugs are working.  Pay attention to how you feel.  Note any changes and write
them down, and remember to tell your doctor and pharmacist about them.  Beware of side effects or
interactions with other medications, food, or drinks.  Rather than add another drug to take care of side
effects, ask if there is another form of the original drug that will avoid them. 

5. Store your medications safely and dispose of them safely.  It’s best to store most medications in a
cool, dark, dry place.  Be aware of the expiration date and whether the medication looks discolored,
crumbles, or has an odor. 

Use your medications wisely, and stay happy, healthy, and safe.......................................Jean 
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SCRIP Cards still AVAILABLE. 

A great way of supporting Concordia, 
while doing things you do every day.

CONCORDIA WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS

by: Diane Kruger- Heritage Committee

Over time, Concordia has been home to several women’s groups. Among them are:

RUTH CIRCLE: a Bible study group for high school age women.

DAUGHTERS OF THE REFORMATION: another Bible study group for high school age women led by
Mrs. Joseph Simonson whose husband ,Joseph, was the pastor at the time.

VANNERS KLUBBEN: was a group of all young women of the church, married or single. This group met in
the evenings at 7:00 PM. There was a nursery coordinator who could be called if one of the members needed a
babysitter in order to attend the meeting. This service was provided at the cost of $1.00 per child.

MARY CIRCLE: for several years, designed, crafted, addressed and mailed Valentine Cards for 110 shut-in
and elderly folks from Concordia. This was seen as a kind of “love greeting” from Concordia to them as Mary
Circle desired to assure these members of Concordia of God’s love as well as the love and concern of our entire
congregation.

LUTHERAN WOMEN TODAY: the group that all the women of Concordia belonged to, similar to our
present CLCW. The pastor met each month with the Lutheran Women Today study leaders to help them prepare
for the Bible study that they were presenting at their individual circle

Other circles included the RHODA-ELIZABETH CIRCLE, the LOIS-ESTHER CIRCLE, LYDIA CIRCLE,
MOTHER’S CIRCLE , and the CHRISTIAN NATURE CIRCLE.

Look for more upcoming information for the Heritage Committee about the groups that have met at Concordia
over the years.

.
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Northern Waters Parish Nurse Ministry
are selling coupon books for 
Younker’s Community Days 
to be held November 9-12. 
Coupon books are $5.00.

The contain a $10.00 off coupon, several
30% off coupons, and numerous for

specific items. 
Just in time for Christmas Shopping!

See Jean to buy a book!!!!

The library is a great resource for ALL your
reading needs and likes. Please make use of it! 

See YOU in the library and remember---"KEEP
READING!" 

Have a Blessed Autumn!

Calendar of Events

Fall Bazaar
Bethel Lutheran Church

5821 John Avenue 
Superior, WI 54880

Saturday, October 15th 
9:00 am- 1 pm

Special Olympics 
Meatball Dinner

Concordia Lutheran Church
1708 John Avenue
Superior, WI 54880

Monday, October 24th 
5:00 pm- 7:00 pm

From the CLCW:

To The Women of Concordia

I look forward to seeing you on the 16th for our

fall meeting.  We have a lot to discuss and

need to talk about our budget and plans for

the year.  As indicated before, we are

considering a new freezer and needing to find

someone for pay that is willing to keep the

kitchen in order and clean.  This was a

position that was last filled by Connie Plaster. 

We need to update our booklet and review

who is or isn’t still on our Team’s.  If you are a

team leader, please review your lists as we

need to know who we have available for our

various activities.  Also want to discuss

starting up coffee and conversations and

speakers that may appeal to a wide range of

ages. 

 Have a great fall and enjoy the leaves!
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Your Church Council members, working
together with you in ministry:

Gary Banker 715.392.2149
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174
Diane Kruger 218.341.2704
Carol Lindegren, Sec. 218.590.8238
Jan Lippitt, Vice Pres. 715.394.9158
Tom O’Neill, Pres. 218.391.6139
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559

The DEADLINE for articles and

information for “The Concordian” is the

15th of the month.  Thanks for marking

this on your calendar!

Altar Flowers for October

Oct 02 Given in memory of Albert & Margaret
O. Banker, by Gary Banker & family.

Oct 09 Given in memory of Robert & Jean
Allen & Ted Ketola, by Eileen Ketola &
family.

Oct 16 Given in memory of Bob & Prudy
Hanson, by Dan & Carol Gucinski &
family.

Oct 23 Given in memory of Margaret (Moe)
Schneider, by Millie Score & family.

Oct 30 Given in memory of Loved Ones, by 
Richard Wnek.

The following memorials are acknowledged by
the church office:

Linda Ness
Roof, by Lydia Circle

Audrey Hagen
Roof, by Audrey Pederson, Carol Gucinski
Youth & Family, by Lydia Circle

Richard Severson
Roof, by Ken & Debi Harmer, Arlene Jacobson
Bus, by Gary & Carol Banker, Ann Marie Novack,
Rhoda Pearthree

Serving in October
Ushers
Oct 02 Team III
Oct 09 Team IV
Oct 16 Team I
Oct 23 Team II
Oct 30 Team III
Bus Drivers
Oct 02 Kris Hanson
Oct 09 Pete Quist
Oct 16 Ken Harmer
Oct 23 Brett Quist
Oct 30 John Gronski
Scripture Readers
Oct 02 Diane Kruger
Oct 09 Christie Johnson
Oct 16 Anne Gronski
Oct 23 Chayce Strauch
Oct 30 Emily Casey

Altar Server    Eunice Grimsrud; Joyce Olson
                                 
Financial Assistants Shirley Brandser; Sandy Novak

Communion Assistants
Oct 02 LeRoy Eliason; Mike Hill
Oct 09 Audra LePage; Shaye Toya

Coffee Hour
Oct 02 Installation Sunday
Oct 09 Bill & Jan Lippitt
Oct 16 OPEN
Oct 23 O’Neill/Jacobson
Oct 30 Confirmation Sunday

Be sure to check the coffee hour schedule on the
bulletin board by the small kitchen.  Sign up on a
day that works for you!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday

 October 2016

 1

2
9:00 am Sunday
School
9:30 am
Benevolence
Committee Mtg
10:00 am
Worship with
Communion
11:00 Coffee

3

6:00  Boy Scouts

4

9:00 am Staff
Mtg

2:00 pm Lydia
Circle

4:00 pm JFK

5

10:00 am Altar
Guild

6

6:00 pm Girl
Scouts

7 8

9
9:00 am Sunday
School

10:00 am
Worship with
Communion

11:00 Coffee
Hour

10

6:00 pm
Property &
Management
7:00 Boy Scouts

11

9:00 am Staff
Mtg

4:00 pm JFK

6:00 Prayer
Shawl

12
Pastor

Michelle’s
Birthday

5:00pm Ladies
Night- 
Tavern 105

13

6:00 Boy Scout
Council

14 15

Concordian
Articles DUE

16
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:00 am
Worship 
11:00 Coffee
Hour

CLCW Fall
Meeting after
service

17

6:00 pm
Worship and
Music

18

9:00 am Staff
Mtg.

4:00 pm JFK

19

9:30 Mary’s
Circle

20

6:00 pm Girl
Scouts

21 22

10:00 am Prayer
Shawl

23
9:00 am Sunday
School

10:00 am
Worship

11:00 Coffee
Hour

24

5:00 pm Special
Olympics
Meatball Dinner

25

9:00 am Staff
Mtg.

4:00 pm JFK

26 27

6:00 pm Council
Meeting

28 29

30
9:00 am Sunday
School

10:00 am
Worship 

11:00 Coffee
Hour

31      



The Concordian is published monthly by:
Concordia Lutheran Church

1708 John Avenue       Superior, WI  54880
(715) 394-3762 - Office
(715) 394-6233 - FAX

e-mail:
Pastor Michelle rowell.michelle.r@usa.net
Church Office: concordiasuperior@gmail.com

church website:
www.concordiasuperior.org

synod website:
www.nwswi.org

ELCA website:
www.elca.org

Rev. Tessa Moon/Jon Leiseth:
www.leisethfamily.wordpress.com

Luther Point Bible Camp website
www.lutherpoint.org

resource center website:
www.synodresourcecenter.org

Michelle R.  Rowell, Pastor
Helen Hankey, Organist/pianist
Beth Sobczak, Assistant pianist; Choir Accompanist
Theresa Eral, Parish Secretary/Office Manager
Nancy O’Neill, Financial Secretary
Jean Riedasch, Parish Nurse
Matthew Eastman, Custodian
Aaron Kivisto, Custodian

Editor:  Theresa Eral
Contributors:   Many
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The Concordian
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A newsletter of Concordia Lutheran Church
Superior, Wisconsin

715.394.3762
www.concordiasuperior.org

Worship Schedule
10:00 am on Sundays

Communion served on the 1st and 2 nd Sunday.
Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library after

the worship service. 

Mission Statement
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia,

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified and
unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 

encourage our service in His church, 
and actively share the Gospel in our community

and the world.
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