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“Called to Nurture and Live our Faith, Encourage our Service, and Actively Share the Gospel”

As we come to the end of Year B in the lectionary cycle (Mark’s Gospel), the

calls to discipleship become louder.  Mark is particularly adept at pointing out

the cost of discipleship and the urgency that is required of would-be disciples.

While Mark was writing to members of the fledgling Christian movement –

perhaps to his own congregation in particular – he is also writing to us. 

Christians of Mark’s time were under duress.  They were being persecuted.  In

Chapter 10 of Mark’s Gospel Jesus promises that his followers will receive

houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children and fields, with

persecutions – and in the age to come eternal life.

I wonder if Jesus is warning us that we need to expect persecutions along with

our blessings.  Or could Jesus be telling us that persecutions are a blessing?  Could the sacrifices we make

in the here and now assure us that we walk with Jesus on the path of discipleship?

There are many challenges that we face at Concordia.  At the same time we are being blessed with brothers

and sisters who are willing to walk with us.  This year we have fifteen young people in confirmation on

Wednesdays.  Our Wednesday school for younger children and their families is growing.  Twelve to sixteen

people typically join us for the community meal at 5:15.  We need help to sustain these blessings.

Chris needs other adults to help with the family portion of our program.  She cannot attend to the personal

need of a child and continue to lead learning for the other children.  There are confirmation students who

need a ride from school or their home to confirmation class.  We need volunteers to prepare the simple

Wednesday meal.  We need other volunteers to help clean up on Wednesday evenings.

Wednesday is not the only day of the week that volunteers are called to sacrifice time from busy schedules. 

How and when are you making sacrifice during this critical time in Concordia’s life as a congregation of God’s

people?  You can rightly view your regular attendance at worship as a sacrifice.  You can also view it as a

blessing.

Ever in God’s grace,
Pastor Greg



Parish Nursing Notes...
Somehow, as I think about topics for the November newsletter, my thoughts always turn

to “thankfulness” and “gratitude” rather than health topics.  Part of the reason is likely

because of the approaching Thanksgiving holiday.  But I also think a big part of the

reason is due to the beauty of the fall season.  Every morning when I wake up and sit on

the edge of the bed, I see the beautiful yellow, red, and gold leaves on the trees outside

our window.  And I can’t  help but say a prayer of thanks for the beauty God has created. 

And that feeling of thankfulness accompanies me all day, energizing me, lifting my

spirits, and putting a spring in my step.  It makes me aware of other gifts in my life, and

inspires me to want to spread those gifts around and share them with others.

I read a devotional lately that stated we, as individuals, are more likely to turn to God in prayer when we are at the low

points in our lives–times of despair, or loss, or hardship.  And that is good!  We know that God will always be there

beside us in those bad times, so we are never alone.  It also said that perhaps it is good that we have some of those bad

times, or we might never turn to God, or acknowledge His presence in our lives.  And that is sad!  We need to turn to

God on sunny days as well as when we are in the depths of despair.

On Facebook lately, I saw a “Gratitude” list that obviously was written by a harried mother.  One of the items on her list

was, “Have to clean the toilets;”  that equated to, “We have indoor plumbing.”  “The house is a mess!” equated to, “We

have a place to live.”  Another was, “Spent the whole evening helping kids with homework.,” which equated to, “The kids

brains are growing.”  The last item on her list was obviously written at the end of the day, “I am dead tired and ache in

every bone in my body!”  That also equated to a statement of gratitude, “I am alive and I can do work.”

I know not all things can easily be looked at in a positive way, but most days will have at least one thing that can be

viewed positively, and worthy of thanks.  Even if it is only the beautiful leaves.  If you can put everything else aside for

just a moment, and focus on the gift of the leaves, it can lift your spirits.  To be grateful, regardless of life’s

circumstances, you can count your simple blessings, like the woman mentioned above. Look at ordinary, everyday things

that we take for granted and consider what a gift they really are.

We can also give thanks to God by thanking others.  Rev. Billy Graham wrote, “God has given us two hands, one to

receive with and the other to give with.  When both our hands are busy, we achieve balance and serenity.”  By

intentionally thanking someone for their actions or presence, you bring God’s love to others...and it costs you nothing! 

And it benefits you!

Practicing gratitude in itself is beneficial to our health.  Research has shown that it can make you happier and healthier –

both emotionally and physically.  Thankful people tend to take better care of themselves – exercising regularly, eating a

healthy diet, and seeking regular medical care.  It also builds positive feelings.  One large study suggests that the

positive personal attributes linked to expressing gratitude may actually help prevent heart disease.  It found that people

who regularly express their feelings of gratitude tend to: get more and better sleep at night; have fewer headaches,

nausea, episodes of pain and other physical symptoms of illness; experience less stress; have greater resistance to

disease; have a greater sense of well-being; and view life as pleasurable,

interesting, and exciting.

So remember Psalm 107:1, “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  for his

steadfast love endures forever.”    Give thanks to God, and to others, and both

you and they will reap the benefits!  Stay happy, healthy, and

grateful........................................Jean
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WORSHIP & LEARNING SCHEDULE

Sunday worship & praise:  
C 8:30 am in the chapel
C Youth Choir rehearsal - 9 am
C 10:00 am in the sanctuary

Faith formation & education:
C Confirmation at 4 pm on

Wednesdays in the church library; 
C 6th - 8th grade
C Wednesday School (formerly

Sunday School), Wednesdays, 4 pm,
in Fellowship Hall (until completion of
the new ministry rooms) - open to 3
years olds - 5th grade, and
parents/guardians are welcome to
join

C Adult Forum - Wednesdays at 6 pm
And be sure to join us for a lite meal at 5:15!

Watch for updates!

Order your Scrip Cards today!
They work just like cash.

Order forms and information by the
church office and 

at the back of the sanctuary.
Write your check to Concordia Lutheran Church. 
Thank you to all who are purchasing scrip cards. 

This program helps raise ministry dollars for
our church.

A Hello to the

Church/people at Concordia Lutheran:

I am so pleased to now be a part of the Concordia Lutheran Church
(CLC) ministry as the Youth and Family Ministry (YFM) Coordinator. I
have already met many of you and I have committed some of your
names to memory. However, there are many of you that I have yet to
meet and I look forward to a time when all of your names (and family
connections) will be second-nature to me. 

Although I am Irish and Swedish (and not Norwegian), I am none-the-
less friendly and quite approachable. I am a recent graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
California. I also have a few decades of experience serving in leadership positions inside and outside of the
church. Historically, I was raised in a Presbyterian congregation in Hollywood, California, attended a Lutheran
elementary school and am a member of the Duluth Vineyard. (I guess that makes me diverse.) Within all of
my spiritual travels, I most enjoy seeing how God can move in the lives of all the various Christian churches
and denominations that seek Him and “opt in” to His plans.  

As a catalyst/equipper and coordinator  of your YFM, I eagerly look forward to seeing
how the Concordia family steps up, “opts in,” and uses giftings to “… run with
endurance the race God has set before us” (Heb. 12:1). I am truly excited to join you
in your endeavor to revitalize and grow the Youth and Family ministry at Concordia
and look forward to working with each of you!

Blessings in Jesus’ name,
Christina (Chris) McCarty
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The following donations are acknowledged
by the church office:

In Memory of ~
Sid Palm
Sunday School remodel, by Rich Wnek

Dick Jacobson
Sunday School remodel, by Rich Wnek

In Honor of ~
Bob & Jane Bentley’s anniversary
Roof, by Florence Palm

Veteran Recognition Sunday - November 8, 2015
(fill out and return to main office for inclusion in the bulletin - due

by November 4)

Name                                                                                               

Branch of Service                                                                            

Years of Service                                                                              

Men’s and Ladies’ “Night Out”

EVERYONE is welcome!  Join fellow

members of the congregation once a

month for dinner and conversation at a

local venue.

Ladies: Wednesday, November 11,

5 pm at Sclavi’s

Men’s: TBD

Watch the bulletins and our weekly

email for updates.  Not getting our

weekly email?  Call the church office

with your email address!

What a beautiful fall it has been - the leaves, the weather, the beautiful blue skies,
and just being able to enjoy the wonders of God’s creation!  Truly a time to offer
thanks and praise for what He has given us!

Now that the weather is getting cooler, the garden and yard work is completed and
daylight is getting shorter, consider “checking out” some books from the library to
help fill in the time.  Refer to last month’s library article in “The Concordian” for
recommended authors and titles, or ask a library board member on Sunday
morning for assistance.  Enjoy!

The library team has spent several Friday work/coffee sessions goin through the children’s book section,
removing books that are outdated, worn, or in need of replacement.  This has been a hard, slow, yet
necessary process in keeping our collection of books current and of interest to our readers.  The books will
be reviewed, and after deciding to pull the books, they will be available for free.  Watch the bulletin and The
Concordia for more information.

May your Thanksgiving be a blessed one!
We hope to see YOU in the library!
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Greetings from Luther Point!

ANNUAL MEETING CHANGE! 
While the Annual Meeting was
typically held in October over the
past several years, the Board has
decided to move the Annual

Meeting to February of 2016. The reason for the change is
that it will align with our fiscal year, allow us ample time to
complete a full audit of the organization, and provide you
with greater detail regarding summer ministries. A
confirmed date for the Annual Meeting will be decided at
the next Board Meeting. A notification letter of the specific
date will be sent out in December. Information will also be
posted at www.lutherpoint.org/

We are moving the Jr. and Sr. High weekend to early
2016. This will be a time to get away for a weekend and
enjoy a taste of Luther Point during the winter. We will
have time for games, worships, Bible studies, and more!
This is a great chance to experience camp for those who
have never been to Luther Point, or to relive the great
memories of summer for those who have. We will also be
having an elementary weekend in March so stay tuned for
more details on both weekends.

Spend some time to unplug, reconnect, relax, retreat,
and play.  Plan an easy fall coloring “Get-a-Way” in
our affordable and cozy family cabins on Big Wood
Lake!  You can even bring your boat, canoe, or kayak
(and don’t forget fishing gear).  These cabins are newly
remodeled and fully winterized for year-round use.  Each
cabin has a kitchen where you can cook your own meals. 
Please visit our website to learn more.

For more info about any event at Luther Point, go to
www.lutherpoint.org.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Mark T. Peters, Exec. Dir.

“Stuff the Bus”

once again a

success!

Thanks to everyone

who took the time

to shop for our

local students.

From the community......

Superior/Twin Ports Christian Women host main
speaker, Pastor Dave Mork of Duluth and special music by
Jerry Thilmany on accordion and Mike Nelson on violin. 
Tuesday, November 17, 11:30 - 1 pm.  Barker’s Island Inn. 
Advance reservations and cancellations by November 13 by
phoning Lois at 715.398.3175. $12 includes program, meal,
tip and tax.

Northern Waters Parish Nurse Ministry is selling “Thirty-
One” to help raise money for our area parish nursing
programs.  With the holidays coming, it is a great time to
pick up a gift or two while helping out a ministry that helps
so many people.  If you would like to place an online order,
you may do so by going to
www.mythirtyone.com/barblarson31, click on NWPNM
Fundraiser and place your order.  Make sure to order under
NWPNM Fundraiser.  You may also place an order through
your parish nurse or by contacting Lyndi (Executive
Director) at 715.392.3080 or Barb (Thirty-One Independent
Consultant) at 218.390.4611.  The order will run from
November 1 -13.  Please let us know if you have any
questions or need help placing an order.  Feel free to share
this fundraising information with your friends.  Thank you!

Also available from our parish nurse, on behalf of Northern
Waters Parish Nurse Ministry: Community Days coupons
from Younkers.  We all use ‘em!  See Jean Riedasch if
interested.

Second Annual Community Hymn Sing, Sunday,
November 29, 6 pm at Zion Lutheran Church in Superior. 
Features vocalists and choirs from the Twin Ports area. 
Mass choir rehearsal (open to the public) that day at 3 pm. 
Reception follows hymn sing.  Free will offering toward the
ELCA World Hunger Fund.
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“Left-Over Pot Luck” & Malawi Presentation

Bring your Thanksgiving left-overs to church on Sunday,
November 29.  We will share the left-overs starting at 11 am. 

Pastor Greg will present a program at 12 noon on his mission trip
to Malawi, Africa.

A very heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to everyone who

participated in our annual “Stuff the Bus” ministry. 

Many bags of much-needed supplies went to area schools!

Next up: our “Hat-n-Mitten” tree.  Get those knitting

needles going and whip up a few pairs of mittens, some

hats or some scarves....OR head out to the local stores

and purchase new items.  Bring them in to hang on the

tree, and they will be delivered to those in need! 

THANKS!

Halloween and All Saints
Halloween (October 31) has long been associated with All Saints Day
(November 1) and All Souls Day (November 2).  The hallowed eve before
All Saints Day has been a time for Christians to confront fear and death. 
Halloween evolved from a secular celebration to an ecclesiastical
celebration and is now returning to be more secular in nature.

Christians need not despair that Halloween is a type of devil worship.  It
can actually be reclaimed as a celebration of Christ’s victory over death
that teaches us we have nothing to fear.

For a good understanding of Halloween, google “the origins of Halloween”
and read the article from history.com’s website.
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Preparing the sanctuary for Advent

The season of Advent begins November 29!  Christmas trees will be put up
in the chancel after worship on Sunday, November 22.  Many hands make
light work - please join us!

Also –  Concordia’s Altar Guild will be “dressing” the sanctuary with
traditional wreaths and other decorations on Tuesday, November 24,
beginning at 10 am.

Concordia Lutheran Church has many items that you may have observed.  This
article addresses what they are and where and how they originated.

The sanctuary has a beautifully carved baptismal font.  It was dedicated to
Concordia by Mr. & Mrs. Bryn Ostby in memory of their son, Sherman Joel Ostby
(1922-1927) in 1930.  Above the font is the baptismal banner given by Ann Marie
Novack in memory of her husband, Tony, and her brother, Rick Nelson.  The

pascal candle is given by Gary & Carol Banker in memory of their infant daughter, Erika Margaret Banker. 
The candelabra which once graced either side of the altar were given in memory of Oscar Brandser by his
family and friends in 1958.

The sanctuary also contains other items given in memory of loved ones.  The baptismal lights call attention to
the grace of God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The sanctuary lamp symbolizes our Lord Jesus Christ as the
Light of the World and reminds the worshiper that His good works are to shine as a light.  The hanging cross
suspended in back over the altar proclaims the victory of Jesus Christ over sin and death, available to all
mankind through faith.  The dossal, a curtain of liturgical symbols, unites the symbolism of the chancel
stained glass window with the altar of the sanctuary.  The above items were given in memory of the following
people:

Mrs. Thea Anderson
Orville Anderson

Mrs. Mildred Brown
Mrs. Caroline Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Eck

Mrs. Orvill Fox
Mrs. Emrek Franzen

Mrs. Edna Gappa
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Greely

Ernest Gronberg
Peter Hansen

Robert Hansen
John C. Haugen

Gerhardt Haugner

Victor Hautala
Edwin Hermanson

Edward Hoff
Mrs. Mayme Howe

Mrs. Matilda Hultner
Mrs. Karen Isaacson

Fred Jackson
Mrs. Gust Johnson
Juno M. Johnson
Ole A. Johnson

Mrs. Selma Johnson
Ole Jonlund

Mrs. Inga Kinney
Mrs. Carl Krans

Mrs. Charles Krob
Michael T. Larson

Christ Lien
Ole Lindquist

Mrs. Signe McKenzie
Minnie McNaughton

A.H. Martinson
Gundhild Moe

Mrs. August Nordby
Victor B. Olsen

Mrs. Alvida Olson
Mrs. Marie Olson

Ellen Paulson
Olaf Peterson

Vern Riedasch
Mr. & Mrs. Harold
Mrs. Mildred Scott
Louise Shimmers
Mrs. Martin Sollie

Bjorn Tangen
E.O. Thompson

John B. Thompson
Thomas J. Thompson

Mrs. John Togstad
Mrs. Larry Tollefson

Mrs. J. Vesterby
Ed Wallum

Next month, there will be more gifted items and memorials to relate to you.
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Your Church Council members, working
together with you in ministry:

Keli Casey, President 715.398.6828
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174
Diane Kruger 218.341.2704
Gary Jokela 715.392.8447
Carol Lindegren, Sec. 218.590.8238
Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158
Tom O’Neill, Vice-pres. 218.391.6139
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559

Contact your elected church council
member for information and concerns.

Minutes from the church council meetings
are available in the church library.

The DEADLINE for articles and

information for “The Concordian” is the

15th of the month.  Thanks for marking

this on your calendar!

Altar Flowers for November

Nov. 1 Given in memory of Loved Ones, by Richard
Wnek.

Nov. 8 Given in memory of Merrill (Hoven’s)
birthday, by Jane Meehan & family.

Nov. 15 Given in memory of Fred & Eleanore
Scheldroup, by the Scheldroup
family.

Nov. 22 Given by Denise Latscher.

Nov. 29 OPEN - contact Millie Score to
sponsor (715.392.1368)

Serving in November
Ushers  
November 1 Team I, Doug Score, Capt.
November 8 Team II, Eric Sewall, Capt.
November 15 Team III
November 22 Team IV, Jane Meehan, Capt.
November 29 Team I, Doug Score, Capt.

Bus Drivers
November 1 Ken Harmer
November 8 Brett Quist
November 15 Kris Hanson
November 22 Curt Kelleher
November 29 Pete Quist

Scripture Readers
November 1 Anne Gronski
November 8 OPEN
November 15 Gunnar Gronski
November 22 Shaye Toya
November 29 Ed Lindegren

Greeters
November 1 Mark Thompson
November 8 Diane Kruger
November 15 Rich Wnek
November 22 Barbara Mattson
November 29 Denise Latscher

Council Rep available
November 1 Jan Lippitt
November 8 Tom O’Neill
November 15 Nick Pristash
November 22 Eric Sewall
November 29 Keli Casey

Altar Servers
Carol Lindstrom; Linda Aho

Financial Assistants
Bill O’Neill; LeRoy Eliason

Communion Assistants
November 1 Heidi & Daryl Kadrmas
November 8 Rich Wnek; Patsy Luder
November 15 Mike & Joyce Olson
November 22 Ann Novack; Joy Moncel
November 29 LeRoy Eliason; Mike Hill

After-worship Fellowship Hosts
Sign up in the chapel hallway, folks!  Ministries don’t
happen without YO_!   (What’s missing?  “U”!)

8



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 November 2015

 

Remember: 
calendar is
subject to
change!

 

October 31:
Turn your

clocks back
one hour when

you “hit the
sack”!

1
8:30 - Worship

9 am - Youth
Choir
9:15 - Finance
Committee
9:30 - Fellowship;
BP Checks
10  - Worship
11 - Fellowship

2

7 pm - Boy
Scouts

3
9 am - Staff

Meeting
11:30 - “20-
minute Tues.”
2 pm - Lydia
Circle
4 pm - Just for
Kix

4
10 am - Altar

Guild
4 pm -
Confirmation;
Wednesday
School
5:15 - Meal
5:30 pm - Call
Committee
6 - Adult Forum

5

2 pm - Service
at St. Francis

6
9:30 - Library

work group

7

8
8:30 -

Worship
9 am - Youth
Choir
9:30 -
Fellowship
10  - Worship
11 - Fellowship

9

6 pm - Property
& Mgmt.
meeting

7 pm - Boy
Scouts

10
9 am -

Staff meeting
11:30 - “20-
Minute Tues.”
4 pm - Just for
Kix
6 pm - Prayer
Shawl

11
4 pm -

Confirmation;
Wednesday
School
5 pm - Ladies’
Night - Sclavi’s
5:15 - Meal
6 - Adult Forum

12
9:30 -

Quilting

2 pm - Service
at St. Francis

6:30 - Scout
leader meeting

13
9:30 -

Library Board
meeting

14

15
8:30 -

Worship
9 am - Youth
Choir
9:30 - Fellowship
10  - Worship
11 - Fellowship;
CLCW Meeting
1 pm - Eagle
Scout Ceremony

16
Concordia

n articles due

6 pm - Worship
& Music
Committee
7 pm - Boy
Scouts 

17
9 am -

Staff meeting
11:30 - “20-
minute Tues.”

4 pm - Just for
Kix

18
9:30 am -

Mary Circle
4 pm -
Confirmation;
Wednesday
School
5:15 - Meal
6 - Adult Forum

19

6 pm - Church
Council

20
9:30 -

Library work
group

21

22
8:30 -

Worship
9 am - Youth
Choir
9:30 -
Fellowship
10  - Worship
11 - Fellowship;
TREES UP!

23

7 pm - Boy
Scouts

24
9 am -

Staff meeting
10 am - Altar
Guild decorates
11:30 - “20-
minute Tues.”
4 pm - Just for
Kix

25

(No classes -
school break)

26
Thanksgiving
Day - Office

Closed

27
9:30 -

Library work
group

28
10 am -

Prayer Shawl
ministry

29
8:30 -

Worship
9:30 -
Fellowship
10  - Worship
11 - Potluck /
Malawai
Presentation
1st Sunday of

30

7 pm - Boy
Scouts
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