
Worship Service Times
9:00 am (September 6)

New Schedule begins SEPTEMBER 13:
8:30 worship in the chapel

10:00 worship in the sanctuary
Communion served every Sunday.

Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library after each worship
service.
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“Called to Nurture and Live our Faith, Encourage our Service,

and Actively Share the Gospel”

Greetings from me and from our sister and brother Lutherans in Malawi, Africa.  Jane and I just

returned from a mission trip to Malawi organized by our Synod.  While in Malawi we learned how to make

bricks and build churches with those bricks.  By working alongside the people we also learned how to build

the church, the people of God.

I learned the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM) faces many challenges. Pastors serve

multiple congregations for very little salary.  Teachers also receive small salaries.  The ELCM is blessed with

an abundance of children.  Unfortunately, many of those children are orphans because HIV/Aids claimed

many of their parents.  Malawians often take in orphans to rear with their biological children.  Teachers have

few resources as they try to manage classes of up to eighty students.  

Because newly planted crops were swept away by floods this year, there will be food scarcity in

Malawi this fall.   Let our table prayer be “Thank you, Lord, for enough to eat and enough to share.”  And let

that prayer prompt us who are blessed with so much to share with our sisters and brothers who have so little.

Despite their struggles Malawians are happy people.  Malawi is called “The Warm Heart of Africa” and

is truly a country of warm-hearted people.  We were greeted with smiles and song wherever we went.  I

taught the children a song and the children taught me a song to teach to our children here in America.  I will

teach that song during a children’s time.

The Malawians are grateful that our synod has helped them build wells

for clean drinking water.  However, Jane and I were cautioned to drink only

bottled water.  Westerners are not resistant to the parasites that Malawians

can handle.  The Malawians are also grateful for the $500,000 + that our synod

raised to help them fight malaria.  The country is making good progress in

combating disease of every sort.  This fall I will share pictures and more stories

from Malawi. 
Ever in God’s grace,
Pastor Greg



Parish Nursing Notes...

Here it is–September!  The end of summer!  But one thing good about this time
of year, is eating all the produce from my garden.  I think it is no coincidence
that one of the National Health Observances for September is “Fruits and
Vegetables–More Matters.”  What a great time to be eating fresh fruits and
vegies, and also all the fresh herbs.  I love to plant them because they not only
make things taste so much better, but they also smell so good when I brush
against them.  And they make the whole house smell good when I cook with
them.

We all know that fruits and vegies are great sources of many vitamins, minerals,
and natural substances such as fiber, folate, magnesium, potassium, and vitamins A and D.  These may help
protect you from chronic diseases such as stroke, type 2 diabetes, some types of cancer, heart disease, and
high blood pressure.  Some contain iron and calcium to help avoid anemia and osteoporosis, and the high
fiber content helps us feel full faster, so we don’t need as many other foods that are higher in fat and
cholesterol.  They make your plate look much more colorful and attractive.  They are convenient and they are
available in an almost infinite variety.  There are sure to be some that you like!  

Herbs also have health benefits.  For one thing, they add lots of flavor so you don’t need as much salt.  In
studies sage has been shown to improve attention and decreased symptoms in Alzheimer’s patients, and to
help younger participants remember things better and feel more calm and alert.  Thyme has antimicrobial

properties.  Rosemary has been associated with memory since
ancient Greece.  One of it’s components has been shown to
protect the brain from free-radical damage, and lower the risk of
strokes and Alzheimer’s.  It is also full of antioxidants.  Basil has
long been used in India to treat asthma, stress, and diabetes,
and has strong antiviral and anti microbial properties.  And when
you use these in combination, they actually have even more
benefits!  And they can be used to flavor all foods, not just fruits
and vegies.  

One of the many benefits of planting your own garden (or visiting the farmer’s market) is that you can try new
things every now and then.  A few years ago, I  tried, and fell in love with, Swiss Chard.  It’s great in salads of
all kinds, scrambled eggs, soup, or any place you would use spinach.  And the stems can be used in place of
celery.  This year I tried Kale.  Same experience!  I love it!  Sauteed kale is a great base for fish, sliced steak,
or kebobs.  I recently found a  recipe for “Warm Kale Salad.”  My husband declared it a definite “keeper!”

So here we are, thinking that we have discovered all these healthy and tasty things.  When all we had to do
is look in the Bible!  To site just a couple of many verses, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed
that is on the face of the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit.  You shall have them for food.” (Genesis
1:20).  And, “Give me your vineyard, that I might have it for an herb garden....”  (1 Kings 21:2).  Of course, we
know a healthy diet also includes whole grains, lean meats and fish, and a few other things. But God created
us!  He knows our bodies and their needs, and he gave us some good directions on how to take care of
them.  Adding some more fruits and vegies to your diet is a pretty good (and tasty!) way to start. 

So take care of your “temple” by feeding it nutritious fruits, vegies, and herbs, and stay healthy, happy, and
grateful......................................................Jean
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News from the Concordia Lutheran Church Women (CLCW)

General Membership Meeting - 2nd Sunday in October:
C Be ready to vote on our updated “Women of the ELCA” constitution.  If you need a copy of the

old and the new, pop into the main office.  Carol can get those for you!
C Funeral luncheon service policies will be adjusted.  A draft of a new policy is ready for your

review.  Bring your questions, concerns, and ideas for improvement!
C Finally, the current officers of the CLCW (Jane Pietrowski, President; Lori Sewall, Vice-President;

Jean Riedasch, Secretary; Carol Gucinski, Treasurer) will be done with their terms of office at the
end of December.  At the General Membership meeting in the fall, an election of new officers will
be held.  YOU are encouraged to consider serving!  What is your vision for a relevant, vibrant
women’s group at Concordia?  How do we continue to serve the needs in our church, our
community, and our world?  How can this group continue to support one another in our
mission?  How do YOU fit into this picture? Change can be invigorating - after all, it’s not
what happens to us which shapes who we become, but rather how we respond to what
happens.  How can we grow ... how can we deepen our relationships with God and one
another?  

C A bake sale will be held in conjunction with the Lutefisk Dinner in early November.  Proceeds
from the bake sale support the Boe-Engebretson Student Award Fund. 

WORSHIP & LEARNING SCHEDULE - NEW THIS FALL!
This fall we will worship at two times and in two places on Sundays:  

Z At 8:30 we will have Chapel Worship in (You guessed it) the chapel.  

Z At 10:00 we will have Sanctuary Worship in (You guessed it again) the sanctuary.  

There will be communion at both services and fellowship time after each service.  Yes, you may

come to both fellowship times.

This year instead of Sunday school we will have Wednesday school.  Wednesday school

will not be just for children but for people of every age.  

Z Wednesday school will gather in the newly

renovated Family Room on (Can you guess)

Wednesday at 4:00, beginning Sept. 16.  

Z Confirmation students will meet in the

Library each Wednesday at 4:00, beginning

Sept. 16.  

A meal will be served every Wednesday from 5:15 to 6:00.  You may come just for the meal or

just for the learning.  Adult learning starting at 6:00 will be offered on some Wednesdays. 

Pastor Greg will kick off the adult learning by leading a series on how Lutherans interpret the

Bible.  That series will also begin on Wednesday, September 16.
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Updates from your Action

Planning Team subcommittees.......

Unity:  "The basement remodeling project is
a symbol of unity.  Many individuals have
been working together to complete the
project.  We hope to complete the remodel
in the near future."

Responsibility:  "We are working on putting
together the "Opportunities for Service,"
highlighting the descriptions and time
requirements of the many different
committees, organizations, and functions
throughout the year that people may wonder
about and feel led to serve."

Healing Service: “The following
worship-healing service was planned in
efforts to bring our congregation together for
a service of healing and hope.  Sunday,
August 16, 2015, at 6 pm, at Concordia
Lutheran Church.  Pr. Greg Gullicksrud, Pr.
Arndt Braaten and Pr. David Norland
[conducted] the worship-healing service."

“The office coverage subcommittee has
developed a schedule so that every Sunday
after church a council representative is
available in the back of the church to
answer all your questions and concerns or
to express your ideas for Concordia.”

If you have questions about these or any
other area being addressed by the Action
Planning Team, please talk to a church
council member.  Each of the areas being
addressed came out of the Bridgebuilders
report, mailed to the congregation last
February.

Be sure to check the latest updates to the Leiseth family blog:

www.leisethfamily.wordpress.com.

Rev. Tessa Moon and Jon Leiseth are our sponsored missionaries.  You can see their

family photo and biography on the bulletin board in the chapel hallway!

Greetings from the Library Board!

Hard to believe that fall is just around
the corner!  Why is it that winter
seems to last forever, but summer
passes so quickly?  However we look
at it, these seasons, these days are
gifts from God and in that respect we
should give thanks to Him and use
each one for his purpose and glory! 
We hope that you were blessed with
a happy and productive one!

The Library Board will be returning to its Friday morning
work/coffee schedule after Labor Day.  During the summer
months we have worked on processing new books for the
library, cleaning cupboards and book shelves, and
updating some of the book series that needed to be
refreshed.

Plans for the fall meeting of the Library Association for the
Lake Superior Area are still being finalized.  The meeting
is scheduled for September 26.  As information becomes
available, it will be posted by the library desk.

Just a note of interest to all you Jan Karon “Mitford” series
enthusiasts: the library has added several new books to
the library’s collection this summer.  Many of these books
are from Maxine Florey’s collection that the family has so
graciously gifted to the library.  To the “Mitford” series we
have added Somewhere Safe with Somebody Good.  This
is Book 10 in the series, published a year ago.  Book 11 in
the series will be out this month, and we are adding this to
our collection.  We also have available the three books in
the “Father Tim” series.  If you would like to “check” these
out, perhaps re-reading the series, both collections will be
on display by the library desk.  Here are a couple of trivia
questions for you to research in your Mitford reading:  Who
is Father Time’s favorite poet?  What is the correct name
of Lord’s Chapel?  Enjoy!

May your fall be a Blessed and colorful one!

We hope to see YOU in the library!
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Beginning September 16

4 pm: 3 year olds - 5th grade and your families: cross-
generational learning - downstairs

4 pm: 6th - 8th grade - Confirmation class - library
5:15: Mealtime!
6:15: Adult forum (first up: How Lutherans Interpret

the Bible)

Meet your Youth & Family Coordinator!

Hello Everyone!

I am excited and honored to be joining Concordia

Lutheran as the Youth and Family Coordinator. I come

to Concordia Lutheran with a background in Social

Work, having completed my Master's Degree in May. I have experience in

interfaith settings and faith-based community organizing. I am passionate about

faith, justice and work to end homelessness in my community. 

In beginning my work at Concordia, I would love to hear from members of the

congregation about what you all envision as the future of our Youth and Family

programs. Please join me at Concordia on Sunday, August 30 at 10 am for a

Meet-and-Greet and opportunity to help shape the future of our congregation. If

you are unable to make it, please feel free to be in touch and we can find another

time to connect.

I am eager to meet all of you and get your input on our programs. I hope to see you

all then!

 

Many blessings,

Courtney Cochran

Youth and Family Coordinator 
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The following memorials are acknowledged
by the church office:

Arnold Overby
Bus, by Ed & Leona Lindegren
Roof, by Rhoda Pearthree, Florence Palm
Sunday School Remodel, by Bill & Jan Lippitt

Maxine Florey
Library, by Jan & Bill Lippitt

Kenneth & Mildred Olson
New Hymnals, by Mary J. Olson

Men’s and Ladies’ “Night Out”

EVERYONE is welcome!  Join fellow

members of the congregation once a

month for dinner and conversation at a

local venue.

Ladies: Monday, September 28, 5 pm, at

Tavern 105

Men: Thursday, September 24, 5:30 pm,

at Who’s Bar

.....to be a Blessing to Others

Concordia has done many good deeds in the past.  Since the
establishment of the Community Benevolence Fund, Concordia
has become known for blazing a trail of good deeds throughout
the community, focusing on the youngest members of our area. 
However, in going through some items in the Heritage Room, it
was noticed that other good deeds have been performed.

In October of 1988, the Church Council voted to sponsor a
refugee family from Laos: Cher Xing, his wife Pang, and two

small children, Ka Yous and Xous.  Carmen Christianson and Marjorie
Carlson made visits presenting them with household gifts and food. 
Their needs were posted in the Sunday bulletins so anyone could help
with their needs.

One good deed was brought to our attention by Jean Riedasch.  This
one took place in 1992.  Julius Christianson, Dick Riedasch, Sr., and
Dick’s brother-in-law, Harold Brown, constructed a ramp for John Wigren
at 42 Manning Court.  This was not a small achievement as you can see
by the picture.  Campbell Lumber gave a discount on materials and
Nancy Bode, along with Doug Setterstrom, represented AAL (now
Thrivent) and hosted two coffee hours to obtain matching funds;
$165.72 was collected at the coffee hours.

Two other events should also be highlighted.  The Social Concerns
Committee sent many boxes to Grace Lutheran Church in Long Beach, Mississippi.  The other event was the
Bosnian-Serbian War in 2003 - 2004, when the committee sent many boxes of supplies to American Sgt.
Major Erick Keppeler, whose command helped with a reading program in their area.  Some of the supplies
were also sent to other children in need in other parts of Bosnia.

Remember, any money collected during coffee hour after church benefits local causes, too, for the
general welfare.
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Your Church Council members, working
together with you in ministry:

Keli Casey, President 715.398.6828
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174
Diane Kruger 218.341.2704
Gary Jokela 715.392.8447
Carol Lindegren, Sec. 218.590.8238
Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158
Tom O’Neill, Vice-pres. 218.391.6139
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559

Contact your elected church council
member for information and concerns.

Minutes from the church council meetings
are available in the church library.

The DEADLINE for articles and

information for “The Concordian” is the

15th of the month.  Thanks for marking

this on your calendar!

Altar Flowers for September

Sept. 6 Given in memory of Ralph Nelson
and Rick Nelson, by Mrs. Shirley
Nelson. 

Sept. 13 Given in memory of Loved Ones, by
Millie Score & family.

Sept. 20 Given in memory of Ken & Mildred
Olson and Ray Nurmi, by Michael &
Joyce Olson.

Sept. 27 Given in memory of Jay A. Johnson,
by Joanne Johnson & children, Julie,
Jim & Jeff.

Serving in September

Ushers  
September 6 Team I, Doug Score, Capt.
September 13 Team II, Eric Sewall, Capt.
September 20 Team III
September 27 Team IV, Jane Meehan, Capt.

Bus Drivers
September 6 Pete Quist
September 13 Brett Quist
September 20 Ken Harmer
September 27 John Gronski

Scripture Readers
September 6 Doug Score
September 13 Steve Ledin
September 20 Ken Harmer
September 27 Kevin Norbie

Greeters
September 6 Mark Thompson
September 13 Denise Latscher
September 20 Brett Quist
September 27 Diane Kruger

Altar Servers
September 6 Arlene Jacobson
September 13 Patsy Luder
September 20 Eunice Grimsrud
September 27 Arlene Jacobson

Financial Assistants
Sue Martin; Deb Harmer

Communion Assistants
September 6 LeRoy Eliason; Mike Hill
September 13 Jane Pietrowski; Nancy Burley
September 20 Heidi & Daryl Kadrmas
September 27 Rich Wnek; Patsy Luder

Fellowship Hosts
September 6 (10 am) OPEN
September 13 CLCW
September 20 OPEN
September 27 OPEN
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Greetings from Luther Point!

There will never again be a “first” summer for me as the Executive Director of Luther Point Bible Camp. 
The 2015 full-throttle summer camp experience was truly a team effort.  If we could just bottle the faith,
endurance, and energy of our campers and counselors we would truly have something valuable beyond measure
to place on the auction block for fund raising.  I am grateful to all of our staff who sustained the momentum and
energy to tend to countless daily details and follow-through.  Many thanks are also due to our awesome summer
counselors under the leadership of our new Program Director, Aaron Good.  It was an emotional and difficult
farewell as the counselors completed the summer season.  More than 50% of our counselors for 2015 had
previously served in this leadership role and their experience served our campers and families extremely well. 
Many had also been BUDDIES (Building Up Dedicated Disciples Into Experienced Servants).  I am encouraged
that many counselors (and BUDDIES) expressed an enthusiastic commitment to return for another summer in
2016.

The beautiful item you created and donated to the 2015 Luther Point Summer Celebration and
Quilt/Craft/Arts Auction brightened the day and brought some much-needed revenue to the camp.  It was
an enjoyable day (despite the downpour just as the bidding was about to commence).  The ministry that takes
place here and the lives that are changed would not be possible without your support.  Every effort and
contribution makes a difference and for that I am grateful.  Our gross revenue for the day was $15,483 ($622
more than 2014).

Spend some time to unplug, reconnect, relax, retreat, and play.  Plan an easy fall coloring “Get-a-Way” in
our affordable and cozy family cabins on Big Wood Lake!  You can even bring your boat, canoe, or kayak
(and don’t forget fishing gear).  These cabins are newly remodeled and fully winterized for year-round use.  Each
cabin has a kitchen where you can cook your own meals.  Please visit our website to learn more.

Come Join Luther Point: Run Down Hunger ~ 10-mile Run/Walk.  September 26, 2015.  All proceeds to be
used to help fight hunger in Burnett County and surrounding area.

For more info about Run Down Hunger, Retreats, or any other event at Luther Point, go to
www.lutherpoint.org.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Mark T. Peters, Exec. Dir.
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Mission Statement
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia,

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified and
unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 

encourage our service in His church, 
and actively share the Gospel in our community

and the world.

See you in worship!
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