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Worship Aids for the Coming 

Weeks 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Prayer of the Day: Son of God, you spoke 
words to Jerusalem’s leaders that were hard to 
hear.  Give us ears to receive your word of life 
so that we can follow you faithfully.  Amen 

Readings 
Mark 12:1-12 [13-17]  

Psalm 86:8-13  

Sunday March 10, 2024 

Prayer of the Day; Lord of love, you have 
taught us that love is your greatest 
commandment.  Teach us to love as 
unconditionally as you love us. Amen 

Readings 

Mark 12:28-44 

Psalm 89:1-4  
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Prayer of the Day: Son of Man, you 
encourage your followers to obey only your 
voice, and promised that they would see your 
glorious presence. Show us your glory and 
teach us to obey.  Amen 

Readings  

Mark 13:1-8, 24-37  

Psalm 102:12-17 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2024  

Prayer of the Day: Hosanna!  King of all, 
you reign over all.  Reign in our lives, triumph 

over evil, and teach us to follow in your 
footsteps.  Amen. 

Readings  

        Mark 11:1-11; 14:3-9 
Psalm 118:25-29 

Thursday, March 28, 2024  

Prayer of the Day: Holy Jesus, the bread and 
wine of your last supper have become your 
body and blood, given for us.  Transform us 
with your holy presence.  Cleanse us, forgive 
us, and renew us in your word.  Amen. 

Readings  

        Mark 14:22-42 
Psalm 116:12-19 

Friday, March 29, 2024  

Prayer of the Day: Son of God, your 
suffering for our sin is great.  We offer you all 
that we have and all that we are.  Restore us 
as we are reminded that we are redeemed 
because of all you have done.  Amen. 

Readings  

        Mark 15:16-39 
Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21 

Sunday, March 31, 2024  

Prayer of the Day: Holy Lord Jesus, on this 
day we rejoice in your glory and stand in awe 
of how you have transformed this world with 
your dying and your rising. Receive our joyful 
praise.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

Readings  

        Mark 16:1-8 
Psalm 118:21-27 

 



Bible Study 

Pastor Sean will be leading a Bible Study the 

second Thursday of the month, March 14, 

2024 from 10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. in our 

Church Library with our friends from Our 

Saviors Lutheran Church.  Anyone interested 

in attending please show up.  The questions 

for the Bible Study are on pages 4-5. 

Lenten Services 

Lenten Services will continue to be on 

Wednesday’s in March at noon in the Chapel.  

Maundy Thursday Service will also be at 

noon in the Chapel.  The Easter Sunday 

Service will be at 8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 

Concert 

The high school students from Oak 

Grove Lutheran School in Fargo, 

Minnesota will be holding a Concert 

Choir Performance on Sunday, April 7, 

2024 at 7:00 p.m. right here at 

Concordia Lutheran Church.  This will 

be a great concert so we hope to see 

everyone in attendance. 

 

From the Council: 

A Congregational meeting has been set 

for March 14, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.  It is 

for vision/planning and this is all that 

will be discussed at this meeting.  So 

bring your ideas forward to help 

improve attendance and plan events.  

This is an important meeting and we 

encourage everyone to attend.  If you 

have any questions, please contact your 

Church Council members. 

Memorials 

In Memory of Jean Van Buren given by 

Nancy Smitch 

In Memory of “Fritz” Thomson given by Pete 

and Donna Quist to Riverside Cemetery 

Lilies will be purchased by the Altar Guild to decorate the chancel for Easter.  If you wish 

to donate (any amount) towards this, please use this form.  You may make your donation 

in memory or in honor of a loved one if you wish.  Please make your payment to Concordia 

Altar Guild and put Lily Fund in the memo line. A list of donations will be in the Easter 

bulletin 

Donor: _____________________________________________ 

In memory (deceased) of: _______________________________  

In honor (living) of: ____________________________________ 

  

(Make Checks payable to Concordia Altar Guild.  The form and donation can be placed 

in the offering boxes in the Sanctuary or mailed to the Church Office) Lily donations will 

be accepted through Sunday, March 24, 2024.  

    



EASTER 2024 MESSAGE FROM BISHOP LAURIE 

 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The gospel of Mark begins with this verse, Mark 1:1, The beginning of the good news[a] of 

Jesus Christ. Then it ends with an incomplete sentence1. Mark’s Easter Story ends with an incomplete 

sentence. What was the editor thinking? Where are the punctuation police when you need 

them?  

Look at it for yourself. Mark 16:8 in Greek  

καὶ ἐξελθοῦσαι ἔφυγον ἀπὸ τοῦ μνημείου, εἶχεν [f]γὰρ αὐτὰς τρόμος καὶ ἔκστασις· καὶ οὐδενὶ 

οὐδὲν εἶπαν, ἐφοβοῦντο γάρ 

See, it ends with the word “gar” which can be translated “for or because.” Why did the writer of Mark 

end the gospel with the word “because?” Word-for-word the last part of the verse reads   to none 

nothing they spoke they were afraid because 

So just to be clear, the purpose of the gospel of Mark is to tell the good news of Jesus Christ and then it ends with an empty tomb and the only 

witnesses to it run away in fear saying nothing to anyone because…  

It should be noted there is no punctuation in the original Greek and we can of course rearrange the English words and make a sentence, but still the 

incompleteness of the Greek sentence, abrupt ending and the incompleteness of story itself are telling.2 

Matthew, Luke and John end their Easter story with Jesus appearing to the disciples after the resurrection. These gospels end with proof of the 

resurrection that others see with their own eyes and some even touch Jesus. Mark has no proof of the resurrection. He doesn’t even finish his last 

sentence.  

Mark 1 was intended to be just the beginning of the story of the good news of Jesus. It can’t be completely recorded with paper and pen because it is 

still being written in the lives of the believers today. Friends, the story of Easter didn’t end with the frightened women. If it did we wouldn’t be here 

today. Some of Mark’s Easter story will be written by your life, my life, our witness to the empty tomb and the transforming power of God love in 

our life. The rest of the story will be written by those who come after us and whose lives bear witness to God’s power to transform death to life. We 

are proof of the resurrection. Our lives transformed by the power of God’s love and forgiveness are proof that Jesus rose from the dead. We are 

writing new verses and chapters for Mark’s gospel, so that the next generation will come to know and love Jesus and all generations will experience 

God’s grace. 

  

Mark 16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 

him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the  

                                                 
1 McCoy and Fistler, Pulpit Fiction Podcast #540, Easter 2023 
2 Mark has two alternative endings (Mark 16:9-20) which many biblical scholars believe were added at a much later date by those who couldn’t tolerate ending with an incomplete 

sentence! 
3 Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24214a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=SBLGNT#fgrc-SBLGNT-1729f


~ March 2024 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 

3  
8a-9a Worship 

4  
 

5  
9a-9:30a Staff Meeting 

6  
Noon Lenten Service 

7  
 

8 Int'l. Women's Day 
 

9  
 

10 Daylight Saving Begins 
8a-9a Worship 

11a-12p Church Council Meeting 

11  
6p-7p Property Management 
Committee 

12  
9a-9:30a Staff Meeting 

13  
Noon Lenten Service 

14  
10:30a-11:30a Bible Study with 
Our Saviors 

5p-6p  Vison/Planning Meeting 

15  
 

16  
 

17 Saint Patrick's Day 
8a-9a Worship 

18  
6p-7p Worship and Music 
Committee 

19  
9a-9:30a Staff Meeting 

20 Spring Begins (Northern 

Hemisphere) 
Noon Lenten Service 

21  
6p-7p Church Council Meeting 

22  
 

23  
 

24 Palm Sunday 
8a-9a Worship 

25  
 

26  
9a-9:30a Staff Meeting 

27  
 

28  
Noon Maundy Thursday Service 

29 Good Friday 
 

30  
 

31 Easter 
8a-9a Worship 

Notes: 

 



 

Serving in March 

 

 

Ushers 

March 3                           Team l Ken Harmer  

March 10  Team ll Eric Sewall 

March 17  Team lll Joyce Olson 

March 24  Team l Ken Harmer 

March 31 Team ll Eric Sewall  

 

Bus Driver 

March 3 Ken Harmer 

March 10 Brett Quist 

March 17 Pete Quist 

March 24 Ken Harmer 

March 31  Kris Hanson

  

Communion Helper 

March 3 Ken Harmer  

March 17 Mike Olson 

March 31 Lori Sewall 
 

 

Financial Assistants 

Eric Sewall & Brett Quist 

Your Church Council members, working  

together with you in ministry: 

Council members for 2024.   

 

Tom O’Neill, President 218-391-6139 

Rob Strauch, Vice President 715-718-1226 

Ken Harmer, Secretary 218-390-8218 

Doug Score, Treasurer 218-260-0657 

Mike Olson 715-398-0343 

Kris Hanson 715-977-1260 

Eric Sewall 715-392-1559 

Nick Pristach 715-398-0488 

 

Next Council Meeting is March 10, 2024 and 
again on March 21, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that the Church Bus is 

available for Sunday.  Please call the office if 

you want to be added to the list. 
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The Concordian is published monthly since 1981 by: 
Concordia Lutheran Church 

1708 John Avenue       Superior, WI  54880 
(715) 394-3762 – Office 

(Formerly Concordia Churchman 1961-1981) 
 

e-mail: 
Church Office: concordiasuperior@gmail.com 

Websites: 
Church website: www.concordiasuperior.org 
Synod website: www.nwswi.org 
ELCA website: www.elca.org 
Luther Point Bible Camp website: www.lutherpoint.org 
Resource Center website: www.synodresourcecenter.org  

Sean Koos, Interim Pastor 
Beth Sobczak, Keyboards 
Dr. Héctor Landa, Keyboards 
Nancy Spiering, Office Manager 
Jean Riedasch, Parish Nurse 
Kent Peterson, Custodian 
Matthew Eastman, Technologies 
Carol Lindegren, Concordian Editor 
  Contributors: Many 

Assembly/mailing:  Our faithful volunteers 
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NOTICE 
If you are receiving this newsletter and do not 
wish to, please contact the church office.  If 
you know someone who should receive it or 

wishes to be added, please have them 
contact our office. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
8:00 am Worship 

Online at: facebook.com/ConcordiaSuperior 
 

Mission Statement 
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, 
diversified and unified people. By the power of 

the Holy Spirit, 
we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 

encourage our service in His church, 
and actively share the Gospel  
in our community and the world. 

mailto:concordia@clearwire.net
http://www.concordialutheranchurchsuperior.org/
http://www.nwsynod/
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.lutherpoint.org/
http://www.synodresourcecenter.org/

