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 From the Pastor:      

The legend of the phoenix is 
that a new creature arises from the 
ash after the original suffers a 
fiery death.  The phoenix is a part 
of Greek mythology, yet is 
referenced in the book of Job, 
when he says, “‘I shall die in my 
nest, and I shall multiply my days 
like the phoenix;” (chapter 29, 
verse 18).  Granted, translations 
differ, but Jewish texts (the 
Midrash and the Talmud) seem to 
favor the understanding that the 
long-lived bird is the intention of 
the text. 

Why, though, do I refer to a 
bird that exists primarily in Greek 
mythology and ancient Jewish 
writings?  On March 6 of this 
year, we enter into the season of 
Lent, and many will gather for 
worship and to receive the mark 
of ash upon their foreheads.  The 
ash is symbolic of death, created 
by burning—by destroying palm 
fronds, generally those from Palm 
Sunday of the previous year.  We 
use this ash penitentially, hearing 
that we are first dust, and that we 
shall again be dust.  The ashes 
mark us as dust—as death!… but 
that dust is not the totality of what 
we are. 

That dust, that dirt, that dead 
ash that we receive upon our 
foreheads is supposed to be in the 
shape of a cross.  Sometimes, the 
smudge is recognizable as a cross, 
sometimes it is not.  (For fun, try 
Googling “A Catholic Guide to 
Ashes” and look for images for 
some amusing interpretations of 
what often occurs!) 

The (intended) cross in itself 

is also symbolic of death, the 
shape of an instrument of 
authoritative execution.  Yet, for 
us, for those steeped in the story 
of Jesus Christ, it becomes a 
symbol of life, of resurrection, of 
victory over what would 
otherwise be the finality of death. 

The legend of the phoenix 
depicts a rebirth from the ashes, 
of a kind of beauty and hope 
arising from what is a particularly 
violent death by flame.  Yet that 
legend, as hopeful as it first 
appears, falls short because it is 
too small.  It relates to the life of 
one bird and what that one bird 
touches. 

Jesus is not limited as is the 
phoenix.  Not only is Jesus more 
than legend, more that minute 
references in ancient writings, 
Jesus embodies the vastness of a 
God who is present everywhere 
all the time.  The resurrection that 
Jesus experienced nearly 2000 
years ago is not limited to 
himself, as the rebirth of the 
phoenix is limited to itself.  The 
resurrection Jesus experienced is 
promised also to us! 

The only problem with that is 
the tendency of many Christian 
people to individualize this 
promise in a way that postpones 
its effect until life within this 
creation has ended. 

As St. Paul writes in the sixth 
chapter of the letter to the 
Romans, baptism connects us to 
Jesus’ death and to his 
resurrection so that we can walk 
in newness of life right now.  We 
can share that life with others in 

community even before the death 
that is defeated in the final 
resurrection.   

I’m hoping that we can use the 
legend of the phoenix to expand 
our vision of how the resurrection 
of Jesus allows us to impact the 
world in which we live.  When the 
deaths of what we’ve held dear 
threatens to paralyze us, maybe 
we can seek among the ashes the 
promises God in way similar to 
how Job held to God’s promise by 
referring to the legendary bird.  
Each one of us individually has 
gifts to share within community.  
Each one of us is gifted to this 
world, sometimes in vastly 
different ways.  Each one of us 
can find promise in things that 
have ended, so that new life arises 
from those ashes… 

May God grant you vision to 
see the promise God provides 
through you in Jesus Christ.  
Amen 



 
PARISH NURSING 
NOTES……………. 
This month we’re looking at the 
beginning of Lent.  And people 
often start thinking of what food 
they will “give up” for Lent.  
And that is fine.  But there are 
other considerations too.  Lent 
is a particularly good time to 
remind ourselves that our 
bodies and spirits are intimately 
connected.  And our bodies 
need more that food to flourish.  
They also need some exercise.  
And one good way to exercise is 
walking.  And there are also 
spiritual benefits to walking.  So 
Lent is a good time to involve 
walking as well.  
Some of the spiritual benefits 
are time for prayer, marveling in 
the body God created, giving 
thanks for the world God 
created, sharing time with a 
companion walker, a sense of 
stewardship for God’s gift of 
life.  It is a time to get away 
from the demands of our daily 
routines, and to reflect and pray 
and be near to God. 
I love walking outside, in 
nature, in the beauty of God’s 
creation.  But walking outside 
in winter, especially in our part 
of the country, tends to make 
me focus more on the cold 
temperature and the ice on the 
ground.  But walking can be 
done indoors as well.  You can 
always find some walkers in our 
“Mall,” or at the YMCA.  But 
our church is a really beautiful 

place to walk—and to worship 
and pray at the same time.  A 
couple years ago during Lent, 
we started a routine to walk 
around the sanctuary, with signs 
and Bible verses to direct our 
path.  People came early for 
Lenten services, or stayed a 
little later, to follow the trail in 
the comfort and beauty of our 
church.  Some chose to take one 
turn around the sanctuary, while 
others walked for 20 or 30 
minutes.  You don’t need a 
group to do this.  You can do it 
all on your own just as well.  I 
recommend starting with a brief 
prayer in the front of the 
sanctuary, facing the altar.  And 
then walking in a figure eight, 
going up one of the side aisles 
and down the center aisle so you 
can focus on the altar and the 
beautiful windows up above.  
And then continue up the other 
side aisle and down the center 
aisle again.  The beautiful 
setting and the scenes in the 
windows truly lead you into a 
spiritual reflection. 
Walking was a main form of 
transportation during Biblical 
times, and the Bible is full of 
stories of the journeys.  It has 
been calculated that Jesus 
walked the equivalent of the 
circumference of the world 
based only on the journeys that 
are recorded in the Bible.  That 
doesn’t include all the miles He 
put on as a child growing up, or 
around the town in His adult 
years.  We don’t even come 
close to that! 
Sacrificing a food you enjoy can 
help you feel connected to God 
during Lent.  But so can a walk 
filled with spiritual reflections.  
Try it!  Follow what is 
meaningful and works for you! 
“In God we live and move and 
have our being.”  Acts 17:28.  
Stay healthy, happy, prayerful, 
and 
active…………………………
……………………Jean 

 
New Organist 

 Dr. Hector Landa 
 
Welcome, Dr. Hector Landa! 
Concordia is very fortunate to 
enjoy the talents of Dr. Landa 
since he has become our second 
organist this year.  
His impressive background and 
wealth of experience is an asset 
to our congregation. He is an 
international performer, having 
entertained audiences in 
Germany, Spain, Mexico, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Iceland, 
and the United States. Dr. 
Landa has performed as a 
soloist with numerous symph-
ony orchestras and is a prize 
winner of the Edvard Grieg and 
the Isaias Noriega de la Vega 
Piano Competitions.  He is 
currently Assistant Professor of 
Music at the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior, where his 
duties include teaching applied 
piano, piano repertory, key-
board accompanying, and 
sophomore theory. Previously, 
Dr. Landa served on the 
faculties of the University of 
Wisconsin – Eau Claire and 
University of Louisiana – 
Lafayette. 
Next time you see Dr. Landa, 
take a moment to say hi and ask 
about his upcoming perform-
ances (including a fall recital 
here at Concordia as part of the 
Helen Frye Hankey concert 
series). We are lucky to have 
him here!  



Assistance Needed 
 

During Lent, our Wednesday 

Confirmation Classes will be at 

5:00, with worship following at 

6:00 and supper afterwards. 

 

The confirmation students will be 

reheating whatever is left from the 

noon meal, and possibly adding to 

that for the evening (depending on 

how much is left). 

 

Some Wednesdays, Pastor 

Michelle cannot stay the entire 

time, because of her preaching in 

the other congregations, so we 

need a volunteer to supervise the 

students from 5:30-6:00. This is 

needed on March 20, April 3, and 

April 10. Please call the office if 

you can offer assistance for this. 

 

We would also like to have people 

willing to meet one-on-one with 

the students during the evening 

meal time as mentors, with 

discussion guides that have us 

sharing the ways God's love 

impacts our daily lives. The dates 

for this will be March 6, March 20, 

March 27, April 3, and April 10.  

 

The students participating in this 

last year have expressed a desire to 

do it again this year, so please give 

this your thoughtful and prayerful 

consideration. 

 

 

 

Library Happenings! 

The library Team is back from our 

“winter break”.   Now that we have 

had the opportunity to regroup, the 

Library Team is looking forward to 

the start of the Lenten season, with 

Ash Wednesday being on March 

6th.   The library will feature, 

throughout the Lenten season, 

books and other materials that may 

help make your Lenten journey a 

meaningful, reflective and devoted 

one.  One resulting in a closer 

relationship and love for and with 

our Lord and Savior.  Please stop 

by the library to and look over the 

books set aside for Lent.   

Spring will soon be here and if you 

are planning on doing some 

“Spring House Cleaning”, the 

Library Team sure would 

appreciate the return of any past-

due church library books you may 

find.  The library team is working 

on finding these “lost books” and 

your help  

May you be richly BLESSED on 

your Lenten Journey! 

 

Organ Fund:  $14,875 of $36,000 raised 
so far 

Your donations are greatly appreciated 

The following memorials are  
acknowledged by the church office: 

In Memory of:  Given by: 
Byron Johnson by Rolf & Eunice Grimsrud 
 Designated to the Organ Fund 

 

Altar Flowers for March 

March3  
Altar Guild 

March10 
In Memory of Roy and Jeane Grimstad 
given by the Grimstad Family 

March17 
In Memory of Roger and Margaret 
Erickson given by Gary and Carol 
Banker 

March24 
In Memory of Loved Ones given by 
Dennis and Linda Aho and Arlene 
Jacobson 

March 31 
Altar Guild 

 



Remember or Honor a Loved One by sponsoring  

Sunday Altar Flowers 

The following dates are still available: 

March 3 & 31 - June 9 - July 7 - August 11 & 18 

September 1 & 22 - October 27- December 29 

The cost is $40.00.  Please mail a check to Ann 

Novack at 602 E 7th Street, Superior. 

Thank you The Concordia Altar Guild  

 
Matthew Avis, Rhonda Bentley, Elvina Carlson., 
Francis Florey, Alexis Gilbertson, Denise Grills, 
Debra Grimsrud, Alexander Hanson, Sandra 
Hartshorn, Jessica Hicks, Lori Kelleher, Elizabeth 
Knuuttila, Katie Latscher, Jackson Lawler, Amanda 
Leopold, Leona Lindegren, Brent Lippitt, Rebecca 
Nelson, Kali O’Neill, Lois O’Neill, Steven Pallas, 
Dustin Peer, Carolyn Phillips, Isaac Phillips, Alisha 
Prendergast, David Quam, Yvonne Quam, Amy 
Ramsey, Susan Setterstrom, Eric Sewall, Chayce 
Strauch, Maverick Towner, Sandra Wojtoff, Arthur 
Zehm 

KISA LASAGNA DINNER 

HOLY ASSUMPTION CHURCH 

5601 TOWER AVENUE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2 4:00 ï 7:00 

FREE WILL OFFERING  

PROCEEDS TO SISTER PARISH IN 

TANZANIA, EAST AFRICA 

Mardi Gras ñFat Tuesdayò 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5821 John Avenue ï South Superior 

(Handicapped accessible) 

On March 5th, 2019 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

(Take-outs Available) 

Free Will Offering  

St. Johnôs University Menôs Chorus 

March 3, 2019 at 2:00 PM 

Sacred Heart Music Center 

201 W 4th Street Duluth 

Featuring Dr. Axel Theimer Native of Austria  

and former member of Vienna Boysô Choir 

Tickets Sold at Door - Adults $12.50 

Students/Seniors $10 

 

 

BOE Scholarship Applications Due May 1, 2019 

Please have signed proof of 5 hours of community 

service. Applications are available at the church 

office &  our website at 

www.concordiasuperior.org 

Lilies will be purchased by 

the Altar Guild to decorate 

the chancel for Easter.  If 

you wish to memorialize 

or honor a loved one, you 

may make a donation in 

any amount to the Altar 

Guild Easter Lily Fund.   

A list of those 

memorialized or honored 

will be in the Easter 

bulletin.  

Donor: _________________________________                                                                   

In memory of: 

_______________________________________                                                                     

In honor of: 

_______________________________________                                                                               

(Checks payable to Concordia Altar Guild) 

Lily Memorials will be accepted 

 through Palm Sunday. 

If you would like, you can mail donations to the 

church office.  Please make sure they are mailed 

early enough to arrive by April 14, 2019. 

FISH DINNER  

EACH FRIDAY DURING LENT  

MARCH 8 TH THROUGH APRIL 19 TH 

4:30 PM TO 7:00 PM 

ADULTS $10.00 STUDENTS $5.00 

PRE SCHOOL FREE 

ST ANTHONY PARISH HALL  

4315 E 3RD STREET ï SUPERIOR 

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE  

TAKE OUTS AVAILABLE  

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

MEETING  

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2019 

9:30 a.m. 



Helen Frye Hankey 
Concert Series 

 
Saturday, April 6  

3:00 p.m.  
Featuring UWS Advanced Piano Students: 

Zach Gron, 
Emily VerWay, and 

Phill Wilken  
Organ Fundraiser raffle drawing held at the end 
of the concert for quilt and assorted gift cards.  



Correction! 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ bŜŜŘŜŘέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ  

elsewhere in this newsletter,  

worship time for evening services in Lent  

is incorrect.  Worship begins at 5:30  

on Wednesdays during Lent,  

with supper following. 

 

(Times are correct on the Calendar page.) 

 



 
Exciting News! 

We will be cooperating among the 5 Superior 
ELCA congregations this year for midweek 
Lenten worship following the theme, “You Shall 
Love the Lord Your God.” 
Ash Wednesday (March 6) opens the season of 
Lent with each pastor leading worship in her or 
his calling congregation. 
On March 13, Pastor Bridget Jones (from Bethel 
Lutheran) will be at Concordia preaching “You 
Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your 
Strength.” 
March 20 will bring Pastor Victor St. George 
(from Zion Lutheran) to Concordia with “You 
Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Soul.” 
March 27 will have each pastor in their calling 
congregation, so Pastor Michelle will be here 
preaching, “Hear, O Israel…” 
April 3 Pastor Will Mowchan (from Pilgrim 
Lutheran) will preach “You Shall Love the Lord 
Your God with All Your Heart." 
April 10, the final Wednesday before Holy Week, 
will bring Pastor Dennis Paulson (interim at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran) preaching “You Shall Love the 
Lord Your God with All Your Mind.” 
More details will follow concerning Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday in the April 
Newsletter.  The schedule at this point includes 
noon and evening events for Maundy Thursday, 
with a noon event at Concordia on Good Friday 
with a possible evening Good Friday event 
bringing all five congregations together. 

Lenten Worship Servers Need 
Please add your name to the sign up list  

on the bulletin board. 
 March 6 

 March 13 
 March 20 
 March 27 

 April 3 
 April 10 

 
 Robert & Susan Benson 

Ronald & Fawn Hoff 

Edward & Laurel Marvin 
Donald & Debra Setterstrom 

EASTER BREAKFAST  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 IF YOU WILLING TO HELP  

 PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE  

 OR SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE LIST  

 ON THE BULLETIN BOARD  

QUILT RAFFLE  for the Organ Repair Fund 

April 6, 2019 

We are raffling a quilt (approximately 63" * 63" 

to raise money for needed repairs to our pipe 

organ.  

Quilt is hand-pieced and machine quilted with an 

applique center, created and donated by Karla 

Peterson and Holly Peterson, and valued at $400.  

Secondary prizes are (4) various company-

specific $25 gift cards. 

Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 tickets for $5. 

Drawing will be at the end of the Helen Hankey 

Series Piano Concert, which begins at 3:00 on 

Saturday, April 6, and features 3 UWS advanced 

piano students. 

Tickets are available now.  

People must either come into the office to buy 

tickets or purchase from a congregational 

participant who is selling them, as federal law 

does not allow any Raffle activity through the US 

Postal Service.

 

  



Serving in March 

Ushers 

March 3 Team III 

March 10 Team I 

March 17 Team II 

March 24 Team III 

March 31 Team I 

Bus Driver 

March 3 Pete Quist 

March 10 Ken Harmer 

March 17 Brett Quist 

March 24 John Gronski 

March 31 Kris Hanson 

Scripture Readers 

March 3 John Gronski  

March 10 Chayce Strauch 

March 17 Steve Ledin 

March 24 Gloria Sloan 

March 31 Doug Score  

Altar Servers 

March 3 Linda Aho 

March 6 Ann Novack& Carol Banker 

March 10 Linda Aho 

March 17 Altar Guild 

March 24 Altar Guild 

March 31 Altar Guild 

Coffee Kiosk Servers 

March 3 Lori Sewall  

March 10 Kris Hanson 

March 17 Shawn Quist 

March 24 Concordia Cares 

March 31 To Be Determined 

Financial Assistants 

Marie Strom and Jean Stensland 

Communion Assistants 

March 3 Richard Wnek & LeRoy Eliason 

March 10 Ken & Deb Harmer 

The DEADLINE for articles in the next issue 

of ñThe Concordianò is March 18. 

Announcements are due by 9:00 am  

March 25. 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

Your Church Council members, working  

together with you in ministry:  

President, John Gronski  218.340.1813 

Vice President, Shawn Quist 218-940-5896 

Secretary, Carol Lindegren 218.590.8238 

Kris Hanson 715 977-1260 

Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 

Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158 

Nancy O’Neill 218 391-6141 

Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

  Concordia Cares Committee 

   John Gronski 

   Jan Lippitt 

  Investment Committee 

   Nancy O’Neill 

  Finance 

   Carol Lindegren 

  Personnel 

   Shawn Quist 

   John Gronski 

  Evangelism 

   John Gronski 

  Kris Hanson 

  Youth and Family 

   Carol Lindegren 

  Worship and Music 

   Nancy Burley 

   Matthew Eastman 

   Eric Sewall 

  Property Management 

   Matthew Eastman 

   Shawn Quist 

  Stewardship 

   John Gronski 

  Kris Hanson 

 



March 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

   1 

Office 
Closed 

2 

No Confirmation 
Class 

3 

9:00 Blood Pressure 
Checks 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 
w/Communion 

11:00 Concordia 
Cares Committee 

4 

 

2:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

6:00 Boy Scout 
Troop 
Committee 

7:00 Boy Scout 
Troop 

5 

9:00 Staff Mtg 

11:00 Text Study 

4:00 Just for Kix 

6:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

6 

10:00 Altar Guild 

12:00 Worship 

12:30 Lunch 

 

 

5:00 Conf. Class 

5:30 Worship 

Followed by 
Supper 

 

7 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

 

2:00 Superior 
Rehab 

8 

Office 
closed 

9 

No Confirmation Class 

10 

9:00 Sunday School 

9:30 Riverside 
Cemetery 
Association 

10:00 Worship Service 
w/Communion 

11:15 Council Meeting 

11 

2:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

6:00 Property 
Management 
Committee 

 

12 

9:00 Staff Mtg 

11:00 Text Study 

 

6:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

6:00 Council At 
Pilgrim 
Lutheran 

13 

12:00 Worship 

12:30 Lunch 

 

 

5:30 Worship 

Followed by 
Supper 

 

14 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

 

15 

Office 
closed 

 

 

16 

No Confirmation 
Class 

 

17 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 
Service 

 

 
 

18 

Newsletter 
Articles Due  

6:00 Worship & 
Music 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

8:00 Senior 
Scouts 

19 

9:00 Staff Mtg 

11:00 Text Study 

11:30 
Ministerium 

1:30 Harmony 
House 
Communion 

4:00 Just for 
Kix 

6:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

20 

12:00 Worship 

12:30 Lunch 

 

 

5:00 Conf. Class 

5:30 Worship 

6:00 Supper 

Followed by 
Supper 

 

21 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

 

 

2:00 Superior 
Rehab 

 

22 

Office 
closed 

 

23 

10:00 
Confirmation 
Class 

 

 

 

 

2:00 Boy Scout 
Spaghetti 
Dinner 

24 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00Worship Service 

 

 

 

25  

Newsletter 
Announceme
nts Due 

2:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

26 

9:00 Concordian 
Helpers 

9:00 Staff Mtg 

11:00 Text Study 

4:00 Just for 
Kix 

6:00 Violin 
Teaching 
Studio 

27 

12:00 Worship 

12:30 Lunch 

 

5:00 Conf. Class 

5:30 Worship 

Followed by 
Supper 

28 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

 

4:00 Just for Kix 

 

29 

Office 
Closed 

30 

10:00 
Confirmation Class 

31 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00Worship Service 

11:00 Special 
Congregational Mtg 
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NOTICE 
If you are receiving this newsletter and do not 

wish to, please contact the church office.  If you 
know someone who should receive it or wishes to 

be added, please have them contact our office. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School/10:00 am Worship 

Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sundays. 
Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 

after the worship service (when scheduled). 
Mission Statement 

As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 
we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel  
in our community and the world. 
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