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From the Pastor:      

While preparing for this 

writing, many other things were 

happening.  I’d heard that one of 

our beloved elderly was in the 

hospital, but not which hospital.  

I’d learned I would need 

biopsy—again.  Another beloved 

member was struck with an 

illness that can be very painful, 

which can last just a couple 

weeks or quite a long time.   

I was able to obtain the name 

of the hospital for the one 

member—and prepared to visit 

the hour before my own 

appointment, only to learn I’d 

been directed to the wrong 

hospital!  So, I hurried over to 

the other hospital, and thankfully 

learned the patient was waiting to 

go home, so it was Scripture and 

prayer, and I was able to visit 

this person at home a few days 

later. 

We were hosting the Lake 

Superior Conference Pastors here 

at Concordia when the call came 

in from the doctor’s office, and 

the doctor asked if it was a good 

time to talk.  Hearing that 

question, one suspects that the 

results are not benign, because it 

takes almost no time at all to say 

that everything’s good.  There’s 

no way I wanted to put off that 

conversation. 

There is cancer.  The next day 

I was given the grade, which has 

nothing to do with the stage, and 

now we wait some more. 

On Saturday, we nearly 

finished the quilts for the 

graduates, and it was a good 

gathering for accomplishment 

and conversation, touching on 

many topics and concerns. 

Memorial Day plans were 

underway for the service at 

Riverside Cemetery, and our 

voting members are preparing to 

go to Synod Assembly the first 

weekend in June.  This year will 

include the election of a new 

bishop, as Rick Hoyme is retiring 

a year before the end of his 

regular term.  I’d already made 

vacation plans for two later 

weeks in June, and the youth 

gathering in Houston will keep 

me away for another week, so 

we’d also been arranging and 

preparing for Sunday supply 

preachers in my absence. 
Who ever claimed that things 

slow down for the summer?!?!?  

June 10, we’ll be recognizing 

the graduating seniors.  If you 

have a graduating senior in 

your family (or know of one 

unrelated to yourself) who is a 

member of Concordia, please 

contact the church office to 

make sure we are sufficiently 

prepared for June 10!  We 

prefer to have the correct spelling 

of the names for the day of 

recognition, and we certainly 

don’t want to omit someone who 

should have been included. 

This article feels to me like a 

mishmash of many unrelated 

things, and maybe it’s 

understandable that my focus 

might contain some distraction.  

The truth is, though, that God’s 

presence goes with us through all 

of life.  God is with us in times 

of illness and health, work and 

rest, vacation and regular days.  

God tempers anxieties and 

multiplies joys.  God soothes our 

sorrows accompanies our 

anticipations. 

My surgery is the first day of 

my vacation, June 11… 

Join together with God’s 

people for worship this summer, 

here at Concordia or wherever 

you may be.  Raise your voice in 

worship and praise, for God is 

good. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen 



PARISH NURSING NOTES... 

“For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven.”  

(Ecclesiastes 3:1). 

And just when you thought the 

summer season was 

approaching, and it was warm 

enough to venture outdoors 

again, health officials are 

warning that the number of 

Americans infected by 

mosquito, tick, and flea bites 

has more than tripled in recent 

years.  They also report that a 

greater percentage of ticks are 

carrying disease, and that the 

disease they are carrying is not 

only Lyme disease, but also 

babesiosis, anaplasmosis, and 

the newer Powassan virus.  And 

mosquito bites may cause more 

than just some irritating itching, 

but may carry the Zika virus.  So 

if you want to enjoy the summer 

weather, you have to take some 

steps to protect yourself from 

these seasonal creatures, and the 

diseases they like to share. 

The most common tick in our 

area is the deer tick, or 

blacklegged tick.  Obviously, it 

has black legs, and a reddish 

body.  And at various stages of 

its development, it can vary in 

size from as small as the tip of a 

sharpened pencil, up to 3/8 of an 

inch.   So they may not be easily 

seen on your body in the nit 

stage, but can still carry the 

diseases.  They typically live in 

the grasses at the side of the 

road, or in the grass and leaves 

along paths. 

You can start off by trying to 

protect yourself ahead of time.  

Repellants containing DEET or 

picaridin can be sprayed on 

your skin according to 

directions, to repel both ticks 

and mosquitoes.  Or permethrin 

can be applied to clothing.  

Wear long sleeves, long pants, 

and tuck the pants inside your 

socks to keep any ticks on the 

outside of your clothing.  Walk 

down the center of paths, and 

avoid bushy areas and 

grasslands.  When you come 

inside, check yourself in front 

of a mirror or have someone 

else help check you.  They 

typically like spots along the 

hairline, behind the ears, and the 

back of the neck.  Also the 

groin, and behind the knees.  

Showering may wash off ticks 

that are just riding on you.  But 

if you find one that’s embedded 

in the skin, use pointy tweezers 

to grasp it as close to the skin as 

possible.  Gently apply firm, 

steady pressure until you pull it 

out.  If there is a question if it 

can transmit a disease, you can 

save it in a small container to be 

identified later. 

Watch for any symptoms for a 

month or so after the bite.  You 

may not always see the typical 

bull’s eye rash.  But be on the 

watch for other signs, such as 

neck stiffness, headache, 

muscle or joint pain or achiness, 

fever, chills, and swollen lymph 

nodes.  Call your doctor if you 

experience these, or if you are 

bitten by multiple ticks in a 

short time span even without the 

symptoms.  

Minimize exposure in your 

home and yard by ridding your 

yard and deck of empty pots, 

bird baths, or bowls where 

water may accumulate.  Make 

sure your window screens are 

intact.  It’s best to use air-

conditioning if you can, as 

mosquitoes are less active in 

cooler air.  You can also make 

your yard less hospitable to 

ticks by using fencing to keep 

out deer (or other critters) that 

carry ticks, prune trees and 

shrubs, and keep the grass cut 

short.  Another way to protect 

yourself from mosquitos is to 

set up an electric fan on a table 

near your seating area.  The 

breeze disperses the human 

scents, and mosquitoes have a 

hard time flying in the wind. 

And don’t forget to get out and 

enjoy the beautiful world that 

God created for us to use and 

enjoy!  Have a great 

summer………………………

…………………………Jean 



Houston, we have a 

Gathering!  

The funds have been raised, the 

bags are being packed, the last-

minute details are being double-

checked! Bright and early on 

Tuesday, June 26 the four of us 

attending the 2018 ELCA 

Gathering will be heading off of 

to Houston, TX. 

After the 24-hour bus ride 

shared with a few other 

churches, we’ll be joining about 

35,000 other Lutheran youth 

from around the country and the 

world. This year is the biggest 

Gathering in many years; there 

are almost 800 attending from 

the Northwest Synod of 

Wisconsin alone.  

Houston is the 4th largest city in 

the U.S. and an incredibly 

diverse community. There are 

over 90 languages spoken in 

Houston! Each day of the 

Gathering, we will get to 

experience different aspects of 

the culture, while growing 

together in faith and fellowship 

with thousands of members of 

the world-wide Church.  

Each day we ask that you keep 

us in your prayers. On 

Tuesday, as we travel by bus to 

Texas, pray for safety for all 

those traveling because of the 

Gathering, and give thanks to 

all who have made the journey 

possible--including parents, bus 

drivers, synod staff, and 

supportive congregations. 

On Wednesday, we meet for 

the first Mass Gathering in the 

NRG Stadium in Houston. At 

each daily Mass Gathering 

throughout the week, we will 

hear from church leaders, 

speakers, and musicians. Pray 

for this new generation of the 

Church that has come together 

to worship and praise God, that 

our hearts and minds may be 

open to hearing God’s word 

throughout the week. Give 

thanks for the Gathering Team, 

a large group of staff and 

volunteers who have been 

preparing the logistics of this 

event for three years and are just 

now seeing the fruits of their 

labor.  

Thursday is a day of interactive 

learning and sightseeing. Pray 

that after the initial excitement 

of travel and arrival, we may 

slow down to encounter God 

through a variety of learning 

and sensory experiences hosted 

by ELCA-affiliated 

organizations and by the 

Houston community. Give 

thanks to the citizens of 

Houston that have welcomed us 

into the place they call home as 

we also visit the NASA Space 

Center and try local seafood 

dishes. 

On Friday, as we gather with 

others from the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin for 

worship and Bible study, pray 

for those we have elected to 

represent and guide us in our 

region. Give thanks for God’s 

redeeming word as we continue 

to meditate on the theme for the 

week: This Changes Everything 

(based on Ephesians 2:8 “For by 

grace you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of 

God.”) 

Saturday, our service day, 

pray that our eyes and ears to be 

opened to those who need our 

help. Pray also that we are open 

to the equal gifts we may 

receive from those we seek to 

serve. Give thanks for 

opportunities to build 

intentional community and right 

relationship with those we 

encounter in Houston.  

Before our departure and 

journey home, on Sunday 

morning all 35,000 participants 

will gather one last time to 

worship, just as members of our 

home church are doing. As one 

people, we pray for our church, 

the world, and all those in need, 

and together we ask God to hear 

our prayers.  

 

Thank you for keeping us in 

your prayers throughout the 

Gathering, and we look forward 

to sharing our stories with you 

when we get back!  

 

  



 

 
Greetings from the Library 

Team!   

 

We hope that your spring has 

been an enjoyable & productive 

one.  The weather hasn’t always 

been ideal for yard work, 

gardening, fishing or simply 

enjoying the outdoors, but after 

a long cold winter, warmer and 

sunnier days are just around the 

corner.  Remember, God is in 

control and & that we should  

“count it all joy”!  A familiar 

song the children sing in 

Sunday School comes to mind: 

“This is the Day that the Lord 

Has Made…...I Will Rejoice 

and Be Glad In It!”  

 

  The Library Team has a 

few projects they will be 

working on during the summer, 

so, please stop by and have a 

cup of coffee with us.  Who 

knows, you just might find 

yourself getting involved in this 

ministry of the Church!  Library 

days are planned for 

Wednesdays, schedules & 

weather permitting! 

 Just A reminder!  The 

Library has a number of books 

that have been checker out, but 

haven’t been returned.  Please 

look around your home for any 

“forgotten” books and please 

return it(them).  If you aren’t 

sure of any books you may have 

out, stop by the library on 

Sunday or Wednesday morning 

to ask or leave a note on the 

library desk.  Thank-you for 

your cooperation in this matter.  

  

   Have a 

Safe & Blessed Summer! 

 

       See YOU in the 

library! 

 

 

 

Organ Fund:  $4293 of $36,000 raised as of May 26, 2018 



 

Altar Flowers for June 
June 3 

In Memory of John and Ann Leland and Bob 
Leland by Ken Leland 

June 10 
In memory of John and Sophie Nelson and 
of Rod and Joyce Campbell (donor unlisted) 

June 17 
In memory of Elmer, Mary, Loa, & Lois 
Nelson by Betty Ursin 

June 24 
In memory Mr. & Mrs. Herman Luedke by 
Frances Anunti & Virginia Deeds 

Upcoming open dates are: 
July 8 September 2 November 18 
August 5  November 25 

Please contact the office if you would like to 
sponsor flowers on one of these dates. 

LOON Sing-Through 
of Don Giovanni 
Monday, June 4 

At 10:00 a.m. 
Concordia Lutheran members and guests are 

welcome to attend the first sing-through in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

This is the first time the singers are all in the 
room together with the conductor and 

pianist.  Before staging rehearsals begin, 
this rehearsal gets everyone on the same 

page -- literally! 
If possible, we'd appreciate knowing if you're 

interested in attending.  If not - feel free to 

just show up! 

 

The following memorials are  
acknowledged by the church office: 

In Memory of:  Given by: 
Richard Riedasch Edith Warner 
 
****If you sent a memorial and were not included 

on the list, please contact the church office. 
**** 

 

Your Church Council members, working  

together with you in ministry: 
 

President, John Gronski  218.340.1813 

Vice President, Gary Banker 715.392.2149 

Secretary, Carol Lindegren 218.590.8238 

 

Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 

Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 

Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158 

Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 

Shawn Quist 218.343.6795 

Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

  Community Benevolence 

   John Gronski 

   Gary Banker 

   Jan Lippitt 

  Investment Committee 

   Gary Banker 

  Finance 

   Carol Lindegren 

  Personnel 

   Shawn Quist 

   Nancy Burley 

   John Gronski 

  Evangelism 

   Gary Banker 

  Youth and Family 

   Nick Pristash 

   Carol Lindegren 

  Worship and Music 

   Nancy Burley 

   Matthew Eastman 

   Eric Sewall 

   Gary Banker 

  Property Management 

   Matthew Eastman 

   Shawn Quist 

  Stewardship 

   (inactive, full council) 



The DEADLINE for articles in the next issue 

of “The Concordian” is June 21 17. 

Announcements are due by 9:00 am  

June 25 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

 
Youth and friends 6-12th grade are invited to a 

lock-in Aug. 10-11. Bring a snack to share and come 

prepared for Bible study, a small service project, 

and plenty of fun games! Contact Audrey to sign up. 

 

Rummage Sale!  Thank you to everyone for 
your donations, baked goods and many hours 

spent before, during and after the rummage sale.  
It was a huge success this year due to the efforts 
of the ladies and men of Concordia.  Your hard 

work is greatly appreciated and we had some fun 
in the process. 

The profit from the wonderful bake sale was 
$675.00 and that money is being donated to the 
Concordia Organ Repair Fund.  The profit from 
the rummage sale was approximately $1600 and 

that money is designated for the Boe-
Engebretson award fund. 

Please keep in mind that we can begin accepting 
donations for 2019 at any time! 

Movie Nights! 
June 22 featuring Lego 
Ninja. 
 
July 27 featuring Ice 
Age:  Collision Course.   
 
 

 

Saturday Night Youth Group 
June 9-Aug. 4, except June 30 

 7:00 -8:30 pm 

Youth Grades 6-12 are invited any week to join us 

for fun and fellowship!  

Serving in JUNE 
Ushers 
June 3 Team I  
June 10 Team II 
June 17 Team III 
June 24 Team I 

Bus Driver 
June 3 Ken Harmer  
June 10 Kris Hanson 
June 17 Brett Quist 
June 24 John Gronski 

Scripture Readers 
June 3 Theresa Clemmer  
June 10 Audrey Dontje LindellI 
June 17 Nancy O’Neill 
June 24 Anne Gronski 

(Readings may be picked up in the office the prior week.  
If they are not picked up, we will mail them to the reader.) 

Altar Servers 
June 3  Joy Moncel 
June 10 Joyce Olson 
June 17 Altar Guild 
June 24 Altar Guild 

Coffee Kiosk Servers 
June 3 Nick Pristash  
June 10 Shawn Quist 
June 17 John Gronski 
June 24 Jan Lippitt 

Financial Assistants 
 Deb Harmer; Sue Martin 

Communion Assistants 
June 3  Ken & Deb Harmer 
June 10 Shawn Quist & Lori Sewall 

Thank you to  

Kaleb Ullan for his 
Eagle Scout project 
here at Concordia.  
His work to organize 
and clean our bus 

barn and outdoor storage room is much 
appreciated.  Kaleb added shelving, hooks, etc. 
and all materials were donated! 



June 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

Synod 
Assembly 

2 

Synod 
Assembly 

3 

9:00 Blood 
Pressure 

10:00 Worship 
w/ Communion 

11:00 
Benevolence 
Committee 

Pastor Michelle 
and voting 
members at 
Synod 
Assembly 

4 

10:00 LOON – 
Open Sing-
through “Don 
Giovanni” 
(Fellowship 
Hall) 

6:00 BS Troop 
Committee 

7:00 Boy Scouts 
At Pattison Park 

5 

9:00 Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

7 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

2:00 Worship at 
Superior Rehab  

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOON (all day) 

9 

  

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Youth Group 

 

LOON (all day) 

10 

10:00 Worship 
w/Communion  

HS Senior 
Recognition 

Distribution of 
Financial 
Awards 

LOON (all day) 

11 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

12 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

9:00 Staff Mtg. 

6:00 Prayer Shawl  

 

 

LOON (all day) 

13 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

14 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

No Superior 
Rehab 

 

LOON (all day) 

15 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

16 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 

 

 

7:00 Youth Group 

LOON (all day) 

17 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

10:00 Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOON (all day) 

18 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

6:00 Worship 
and Music 

6:00 Property 
Management 

 

 

 

19 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

9:00 Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

July Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 
 
 

 

22 
Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 
 
 
 
6:00 Movie 
Night with Pizza 
and Popcorn 
 

 

23 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Youth Group 

 

24 

Pastor Michelle 
- Vacation 

10:00 Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

9:00 July 
Newsletter 
Announcements 
due  

 

 

26  

Pastor 
Michelle/Audrey 
at Youth 
Gathering 

9:00 
Concordian 
Helpers 

9:00 Staff Mtg. 

 

27 

Pastor 
Michelle/Audrey 
at Youth 
Gathering 

 

 

28 

Pastor 
Michelle/Audrey 
at Youth 
Gathering 

10:00 Library 
Workers 

 

6:00 Council 

 

29 

Pastor 
Michelle/Audrey 
at Youth 
Gathering 

 

 

30 

Pastor 
Michelle/Audrey 
at Youth 
Gathering 
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NOTICE 
If you are receiving this newsletter and do not 

wish to, please contact the church office.  If you 
know someone who should receive it or wishes to 

be added, please have them contact our office. 

Worship Schedule 
10:00 am on Sundays 

Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sundays. 
Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 

after the worship service (when scheduled). 

Mission Statement 
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted,  
diversified and unified people.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel  
in our community and the world. 
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