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Note: Please have committee reports for the Annual Report to the office by December 15th this year.   
Due to staffing changes we will be finishing the report early.

From the Pastor:      

Last month, my article 
pointed out the importance of 
communication in a healthy 
congregation.  Let me remind 
you what sometimes happens 
when we fail to communicate. 

In Luke’s Gospel, we read of 
the angel’s visit with Mary, to 
announce her favor with God, 
and that she would give birth to 
the anointed one of God, the 
Messiah, the Savior. 

When we read Matthew’s 
Gospel, it seems as if no one 
bothered to tell Joseph about 
all of this.  He considered 
divorcing Mary before the 
consummation even occurred—
he must have believed she’d 
cheated on him.  How else 
could she have become 
pregnant?  The angel had to 
appear to Joseph in a dream 
and explain everything, and 
reassure him of Mary’s 
innocence, so that Joseph 
would uphold his promise to 
take Mary as his wife. 

Mary might have assumed 
the angel would have visited 
Joseph as well.  Mary might or 
might not have told Joseph of 
the angel’s visit.  He might or 
might not have believed such 
an unbelievable story anyway.  
Or maybe Mary was a little 
afraid of Joseph’s reaction if 
she did tell him.  Maybe Joseph 
was afraid of the community 
reaction when that baby was 
born a bit too early.  

Mary and Joseph might 
have been able to communicate 
better with one another—or 

they might have allowed fear to 
drive them apart. 

Where are we here at 
Concordia?  I’ve heard that 
some are expressing fears that 
the congregation has only five 
or six years left.  If we operate 
out of this kind of fear, that will 
come true.  What can we do 
instead? 

In First John, Chapter four, 
we read that fear is cast out by 
love.  Somehow, we need to 
begin trusting that, trusting 
God’s love, and sharing God’s 
love, rather than submitting to 
fear.  As long as we allow fear to 
reign, we have no lasting 
future. 

Today, we have faithful 
members who work to support 
the ministry of Jesus Christ 
through this congregation.  We 
also have members who have 
pulled away from supporting 
the ministry for reasons that 
have not been communicated 
to us.  Members who remain 
active vary in the way they 
practice ministry.  Some 
primarily focus on financial 
support.  Some are 
volunteering in varied ways.  
Some pray faithfully for those 
in need whose names are 
published in our bulletins.  
Others pray for all our 
members faithfully.  Some pray 
for congregational survival.  
Most are faithful in multiple 
ways. 

At this time, we are 
exploring ways of opening up 
opportunities for further 
volunteer work through this 
congregation.  One of our 
secretaries is resigning at the 

end of the calendar year, and 
we are questing for volunteers 
to cover some of her duties, 
while rolling other duties to 
other members of the staff.  We 
are also in the process of 
planning an educational event 
for people interested in 
learning how to put together 
quilts that we can present as 
gifts from the congregation.  
Some are wondering about 
dinners that will serve the 
people of the community as 
fellowship opportunities or 
fundraisers for mission.  Do 
you have any ideas of ways that 
you’d like to present yourself as 
a worker in this mission?  Let 
us know what occurs to you as a 
further opportunity! 

As we practice ministry in 
this community, let us not be 
afraid to name those things that 
instill fear, and then explore 
ways in which we can love God, 
one another, and our 
neighbors.  If perfect love 
indeed casts out fear, then what 
we fear will finally be overcome 
as we practice God’s love right 
here, right now, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen



PARISH NURSING NOTES... 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 

good; for His kindness endures 

forever!”  (Psalm 107:1)   

It’s hard to believe we’re 

already entering Advent and 

the Christmas season!  As a 

child, I remember how right 

after Thanksgiving, we would 

pour over catalogs (Sears & 

Roebuck and Montgomery 

Wards) trying to choose what to 

put on our Christmas lists.  We 

would start off wanting almost 

everything on each page, but 

gradually as we studied each 

item, we decided on the 5-6 

items we really wanted.  I guess 

most children go through a 

similar routine. 

I also remember, as an 

adult, asking my parents for 

suggestions of things they 

might like as a Christmas gift.  

Very often their reply would be, 

“We already have everything 

we need or want.”  And now, as 

I have reached that stage of life, 

I have come to share that 

feeling.  It seems that as we 

mature (NOT age!), we come to 

an attitude of appreciation and 

gratitude rather than of want.  

And what better time to express 

gratitude than at Christmas 

when we celebrate receiving the 

greatest gift of all – the birth of 

Jesus who died for our sins. 

How many other gifts have 

we been given that we take for 

granted.  We say “thank you” 

several times a day without 

even thinking about it – to a 

waitress bringing your food, to 

a cashier handing you a receipt.  

But how often do we express 

real gratitude for the truly 

important things we have been 

given.  At a workshop I 

attended, we were asked to 

write down 5 things we were 

grateful for in the past week.  It 

took a moment to start thinking 

of the first one or two things –

and then, as they started 

flooding in, I found I couldn’t 

write fast enough!  The first 

things were generic – family, 

health, home.  Then they 

started getting specific – the 

workman who “just happened” 

to be at our house during the 

October snow storm, and 

offered to clear the driveway of 

the big tree that fell across it so 

Dick wouldn’t have to worry 

about it after his back surgery.  

And proceeded to not only 

remove the tree, but also cut it 

up into fireplace lengths and 

bring them to the wood shed!  

And my heart that kept beating 

regularly through Dick’s 

recovery and his Dad’s recent 

hospitalization.  And that’s just 

the beginning! 

As I walk on the roads out 

around our house, I often find 

myself singing under my 

breath, “This is the day that the 

Lord has made…let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.”  And I put in 

my own words for all the things 

I am grateful for – “These are 

my feet that the Lord has 

made… this is my heart…these 

are the trees…this is the 

sun…and on and on.  As I go on, 

I keep finding more and more 

things to be thankful for, and it 

makes the walk much more 

enjoyable. 

Practicing gratitude is also 

beneficial to our health.  And it 

doesn’t cost a thing!  Research 

has shown that it can make you 

happier and healthier, both 

emotionally and physically.  

Thankful people tend to take 

better care of themselves, 

exercising regularly, eating a 

healthy diet, and seeking 

regular medical care.  It also 

builds positive feelings.  One 

large study suggests that the 

positive physical attributes 

linked to expressing gratitude 

may actually help prevent heart 

disease.  It found that people 

who regularly express gratitude 

tend to: get more and better 

sleep at night; have fewer 

headaches, nausea, pain, and 

other physical symptoms of 

illness; experience less stress; 

have greater resistance to 

illness; have a greater sense of 

well-being; and view life as 

pleasurable, interesting, and 

exciting.   

You can start by telling God 

daily what you are particularly 

grateful for that day.  I am 

thankful to be a part of 

Concordia, a beautiful building 

with a rich history of hard-

working, faithful members.  I 

am grateful for all of you – your 

friendship and support, and 

allowing me to be a part of your 

lives.   

Stay healthy, happy, and 

grateful…………………………Jean 



Library Board 

 
Christmas greetings from the 

Library Team!  The season of 
Advent is just around the corner, 
followed by Christmas.   A busy 
time of year – preparing for the 
many festivities that accompany 
the season.  We, on the Library 

Team, pray that your journey 
towards the celebration of our 
Lord and Savior’s birth be one 
filled with discovery, meaning, 
love and compassion to all! 

We invite you to come into the 
library during the Advent season 
to look over the books  we have on 
display pertaining to Advent and 
Christmas.  Subjects range from 
Devotional-Meditative to 
enjoyable fiction,  from the new, 
early reader to the more 
experienced, seasoned one.  So, 

please stop by and see if one (or 
two or more!) appeal to you.  May 
your Thanksgiving be a Blessed 
one! 

 
Wishing 
YOU a 

Meaningful 
& Blessed 

Christmas! 
 

KEEP ON READING! 

  

Heritage 

Concordia’s First Called Pastor: 

Mons Monsen Midthun 

 
Pastor Midthun was born at 

the Midthun Farm in Fana Paris, 
just south of Bergen, Norway in 
1859.  He immigrated to the 
United States in the spring of 
1884.  He began his studies for 
the ministry at the Augsburg 
Seminary in Minneapolis in 
1885.  An old letter to his sister 
includes this: “Today we have 

the American Day of Prayer (i.e. 
Thanksgiving Day).  It is rather 
nice to have such a day, when we 
especially remember God’s 
kindness and thank Him for His 
gifts during the past year.  In 
fourteen days we will have 
Christmas Holidays and then I 
will go to West Superior to that 
parish which has called me to be 
their pastor, and I shall preach 
during the holidays.  The 
holidays will last a month.” 

Our church was already in 
the process of being formed in 
1885, and Mons Midthun was 
here to preach for Christmas 
services in 1885.  The church 
had already planned to call 
Midthun as its first resident 
pastor when he graduated from 
Augsburd Seminary.  In the 
meantime, several local pastors 
assisted the congregation in 
getting organized as “The First 
Norwegian-Danish Lutheran 
Evangelical Lutheran Church” 
in Superior.  His ministry began 
in Superior in the summer of 
18900.  Also, shortly after his 
graduation, he married Olea 
Mathilde Munson.  A year later, 
she gave birth to their first child, 
Helma Marie. 

Pastor Midthun continued as 
pastor until 1894, when he left to 
become pastor of three 
congregations at New London, 
MN.  His departure was 
influenced by the so called 
Augsburg Controversy, a deep 
split in the United Norwegian 
Lutheran Church over the 
ownership and sponsorship of 
Augsburg Seminary and College, 
which resulted in the formation 
of the former Lutheran Free 
Church.  As a graduate of 
Aubsburg, he became a 
supporter of the “Friends of 
Augsberg,” and then became a 
pastor in the Lutheran Free 
Church.  He continued his 
ministry as a pastor in New 
London for a number of years.  
He left the active ministry rather 
early because he was unwilling 
the make the change to the 
English language in preaching 
and teaching.  He moved to 
Minneapolis and died in 1943. 

Pastor Midthuns great-
grandson, Pastor Dennis L. 
Paulson was the interim pastor 
in 1988, January through 
March.  He also stepped in to 
preach after 1988 to do Sunday 
worship. 

  



Confirmation 

This past Autumn we celebrated the Affirmation of 
Baptism for one of our members at Concordia.  Here he 
has a few words to share about his experiences:  

Hi, I’m Chayce Strauch, and I was confirmed this year. 
It was exciting to finally be confirmed after a few years of 
lessons. I have learned a lot in this short time and am 
happy to now know enough to be able to spread God’s 
word wherever I go. When I was younger I didn’t like 
going to church a lot. I didn’t understand it and it felt like 
sitting and listening to someone ramble on and on for an 
hour. Now that I understand what is happening, I can 
listen and comprehend what is going on and be interested 
by it. I can see and understand many important things 
that have happened in the Bible, not just the Christmas, 
Easter, and creation stories. I have insights that make me 
wonder more about how things happen and why those 
things happened the way that they did. I now feel that I 
will be more comfortable with being helpful around the 
church. I have grown and learned a lot over the years and 
I’m still going to, but it feels good to have finally 
completed this important step in my faith journey. 

Happenings and Announcements 
 

The following memorials are acknowledged 
by the church office: 

In Memory of:  Given by: 
Ruth Beckman Bill & Lois O’Neill (bus fund) 
Ruth Beckman Rhoda Pearthree (bus fund) 
Ruth Beckman Dick & Jean Riedash 
Ruth Beckman Janice Whittaker 
Ruth Beckman Dolores Anderson 
Ruth Beckman Jan & Tom 
 

Thank you to all who have donated towards our 
new rugs, especially Larry and Yvonne Quam.  We 
are excited to have our new rugs coming soon! 
 

Time to get out those knitting 
needles!  The Benevolence 
Committee will be collecting 
hats and waterproof mittens 
for the hat & mitten tree 
throughout December.  Our 

goal is to donate 100 hats to the local Head Start. 
 

Night Out is December 13 
Women: 5:00: Barker’s Island 

300 Marina Dr. 
Men: 5:30: The Shack 

3301 Belknap St. 

This year's Advent Tea is on December 3.  
Please bring your favorite 

Christmas cookies to share at 
the Advent Tea Luncheon. 
Cookies should be delivered to 
the Church on Thursday, 
November 30th or by 9 am 
Sunday, December 3rd. Your 
donated cookies will be served 
during the Tea. Tom Cawcutt 
will be providing music that day. 

Cookies made by our Concordia Youth will be 
available for purchase after the Tea with proceeds 
going to the Youth Gathering fund. 
 

Shop faith-filled children’s books 
at a special discount and earn 
money for Concordia's ELCA 
Youth Gathering Fund! Stop by 
the back of the sanctuary through 
Dec. 5 to pick up your order form. 

Return form to the church office or to Audrey. 
 

We are now accepting donations for the Annual 
CLCW Rummage Sale year round!  Please limit to 
items that fit on a shelf or countertop.  We have 
already received a few items and we have plenty 
of room for more! 



Dec. 9-10 

Join youth grades 6-
12 from 7 p.m. Sat. 
evening through 
Sun. morn. worship 
for night of prayer, 
church games, snacks, small-group Bible study--and 
yes, some sleep! Bring a snack to share for the evening 
and invite your friends! Questions? Contact Audrey  
(adontjelindell@gmail.com) 

 
Poinsettias will be purchased by 
the Altar Guild to decorate the 
chancel for Christmas.  If you wish to 
memorialize or honor a loved one, 
you may make a donation in any 
amount to the Altar Guild Poinsettia 
Fund.  A list of those memorialized 

or honored will be in the Christmas bulletins.  

Donor:____________________________ 

In memory of:_______________________ 

In honor of:_________________________ 

(Checks payable to Altar Guild Flower Fund and 
are due by December 17) 
 

Child Protection Training 
Mon. Dec. 4 from noon to 2 p.m. 
Do you work or volunteer with children or youth? 
The training will cover our church policies in 
place to prevent child abuse, recognizing the 
signs, mandated reporting, and how to support 
those who have faced abuse. This event is geared 
toward Concordia members, but those who work 
with children in any capacity are welcome. RSVP 
for this event to the church office (715-394-3762 
or concordiasuperior@gmail.com).  
Lunch is provided. 
 

Concussion Panel  
December 11th, 2017 at 6:30 pm 

Superior Middle School 
Please join us in the 

Superior Middle School 
auditorium for a presentation 
on concussions in sports.  This will be followed by 
a Q&A session with a team of local medical 
professionals. Topics discussed will include:  
what causes a concussion, how they are treated as 
well as steps that can be taken to help prevent 
them. 

Senior Project: Blake Hanson & Kaleb Ullan 
Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you! 

Benevolence Committee 
Items Donated to Head Start 

Jackets – 104 
Boots – 49 
Snow pants – 50+5=55 
Hats – 50+24=74 
Mittens – 22 
Scarves – 11+1=12  

Thank you to Sue Martin for organizing this project!! 

 

 
On October 28th we had our First Annual Holiday 
Craft & Vendor sale in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
had a very good turnout for our first year and 
hope to expand to even more in the years to come! 

 

Scrip Order! 
We will be placing a Scrip order two weeks before 
Christmas in order to make sure all orders arrive 
on time.  If you would like to order any Scrip 
cards, please have your order to the office by 
Sunday, December 10. 

 

 

Trunk or Treat was a success again this year.  We 
love getting involved in the neighborhood and 
hope to continue with even greater participation 
next year!  Hope to see you there! 
 

Personnel Committee 
We are looking for a volunteer to create/publish 
the Concordian every month.  New ideas are 
always welcome.  You can do this activity from 
home. 

 

Salvation Army Adopt a Family presents must be 

returned to the office by December 17.  Some 

details about the family can be found at the rear 

of the Sanctuary.

mailto:adontjelindell@gmail.com
tel:(715)%20394-3762
mailto:concordiasuperior@gmail.com


Altar Flowers for December 

Dec 3 Mr. & Mrs. Christ Lien & Margaret Lien by 
Ruby Lien 

Dec 10 Fred & Carrie Jackson & William Hansen by 
Mrs. Donna Hansen 

Dec 17 Given by Rod Campbell 

Dec 24 In Honor of Maddox Dauer by Tom, Nancy, 
Keegan & Kali O’Neill 

Dec 31 In Honor of Kristofor Hanson’s Birthday by 
Karla Hanson 

Your Church Council members, working  
together with you in ministry: 

 
Gary Banker 715.392.2149 
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 
John Gronski (Vice President) 218.340.1813 
Carol Lindegren(Secretary) 218.590.8238 
Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158 
Tom O’Neill (President) 218.391.6139 
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

The DEADLINE for articles in “The 

Concordian” AND THE ANNUAL REPORT  

is December 15. 

Announcements are due by 9:00 am  

December 27. 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

Choir practice is at 9:00 am 
Sunday mornings next to 
the piano in the Sanctuary.  
Please come join us at any 
time if you would like to add 
your voice to our choir! 

 

 

Serving in December 
Ushers 

December 3 Team II 

December 10 Team IV 

December 17 Team I 

December 24 Team II 

December 25 Team III 

December 31 Team I 

Bus Driver 

December 3 Ken Harmer 

December 10 Kris Hanson 

December 17 Brett Quist 

December 24 AM John Gronski; PM TBD 

December 25 Pastor Michelle 

December 31 Pete Quist 

Scripture Readers 

December 3 Chayce Strauch 

December 10 Bear Rowell 

December 17 Pat Luder 

December 24 Steve Ledin 

December 25 Ann Novack 

December 31 Anne Gronski 

Altar Servers 

December 3 Jeanne Downs & Joyce Olson 

December 10 Ann Novack & Carol Banker 

December 17 Altar Guild 

December 24 AM Lois O’Neill; PM Linda Aho 

December 25 Ann Novack 

December 31 Altar Guild 

Coffee Kiosk Servers 

December 3 Matthew Eastman 

December 10 Jan Lippitt 

December 17 Carol Lindegren 

December 24 AM Nick Pristash; PM Nancy Burley 

December 25 Tom O’Neill 

December 31 Erick Sewall 

Financial Assistants 

 Marie Strom & Jean Stensland 

Communion Assistants 

December 3 Nancy Burley & LeRoy Eliason 

December 10 David Sloan & Gary Banker 

 

Please note: Individuals applying for the Boe 
Engebretson Student Award next spring, 2018, 
will be required to show at least 5 hours of 
service to Concordia, or a church near them if 
they are away at school.  More details are 
available in the office.   

P.S. Teaching Sunday School would be a great 
way to do this! 



December 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

10 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30-2:30 

   1 2 

3 
9 am Choir 
9 am Sunday School 
9:30 Benevolence 
Committee 
10 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
11 am Advent Tea 
 
Special Music by 
Tom Cawcutt 

4 
12 noon Child 
Protection 
Training 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

5 
Benevolence 
Committee Toys 
for Teens 

9 am Staff Meeting 

4 pm Just For Kix 

Due: Book Orders 

6 
3:45 Confirmation 

6:30 Girl Scouts 

7 
2 pm Pastor at 
Superior Rehab 

8 9 
7pm Youth Lock-In 

10 
9 am Choir 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
Community Meal 
@ FUMC 
Due: Scrip Orders 

11 
6 pm Property & 
Management 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

12 
9 am Staff Meeting 

4 pm Just For Kix 

6 pm Prayer Shawl 

7 pm Superior 
Singers 

13 
3:45 Confirmation 
5 pm Women’s 
Night: Barker’s 
Island 
5:30  pm Men’s 
Night: The Shack 
6:30 Girl Scouts  

14 
2 pm Pastor at 
Superior Rehab 

15 
Due:  January 
Concordian Articles 

Due: Annual 
Report 
Articles 

16 
 

17 
9 am Choir 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship w/ 
Sunday School 
Program 
Due: Salvation 
Army Adopt a 
Family Presents 

18 
6 pm Worship & 
Music 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

19 
9 am Staff Meeting 

4 pm Just For Kix 

20 
3:45 Confirmation 
6:30 Girl Scouts 

21 

6 pm Church 
Council 

22 23 

24 
9 am Choir 
10 am Worship w/ 
Baptism 
4 pm Candlelight 
Service 

25 
10 am Worship 

26 
9 am Staff Meeting 

 

27 
9 am Concordian 
Announcements 
Due 

28 
Concordian 
Helpers 

29 

 

30 
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NOTICE 
We are updating our mailing system.  If you 

are receiving this newsletter and do not wish 
to, please contact the church office.  If you 

know someone who should receive it or 
wishes to be added, please have them 

contact our office. 

Worship Schedule 
10:00 am on Sundays 

Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sunday. 
Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 

after the worship service. 

Mission Statement 
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel in our community 
and the world. 
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