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From the Pastor:      

Greetings!  Last month, I 

ended my article with a 

question followed by a 

declaration.  I asked, “Can we 

risk death as Jesus did for the 

promise of new life that Jesus 

gives?  Then I stated, “I 

certainly hope so.” 

This month, I’d like to move 

forward from there.  In the last 

five years, we’ve had five 

different pastors.  Three of 

those were intended to be 

interim (or temporary) pastors 

to assist this congregation in 

healthy practices, so their short 

tenure was intentional and 

expected.  One did not work out 

as expected, and the remaining 

pastor is the current one (me).  

I do not have access to an 

official full written report of 

everything that happened 

during the Bridge Process that 

occurred just before I arrived, 

though I did receive notes and 

comments from a few.  I will 

admit that there was some 

variation in the interpretations 

shared with me… 

One thing is common, 

however, and it is vital to 

healthy relationships of all 

kinds:  COMMUNICATION!  

Apparently, communication is 

not always done well in our 

congregation.   

It becomes difficult, too, 

knowing that there are some 

things that necessarily should 

remain private.  Most of us 

grew up being told, “If you 

don’t have anything nice to say 

about somebody, don’t say 

anything at all.”  Because we 

respect this advice, people 

sometimes feel blind-sided 

when things happen they were 

not expecting.  Issues dealing 

with personnel are not shared 

beyond the people involved and 

the personnel committee due to 

privacy concerns, unless they 

pose a safety risk to members 

or staff.  Issues of the 

confessional remain between 

the member and the pastor.  

Health issues are shared only 

with the permission of the 

person concerned. 

We must, however, 

communicate in healthful ways 

for the future of the mission of 

this congregation.   

For many years, Carol was a 

gift to this congregation, and it 

seemed as if she knew 

everything!  Now, with her 

position divided into two, with 

one person working on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, and 

another working Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, continuity often 

becomes a challenge, and 

communication is even more 

vital. 

Each and every member has 

a vital role to perform for 

communication in this 

congregation, and we thank 

you for your grace in 

addressing mistakes that 

happen and other things that 

surprise us. 

Ways of communicating 

have also changed in recent 

years.  Communication 

happens no longer only face-to-

face or on the wired telephone 

and written cards or letters.  

People also text and tweet and 

email.  If you need something, 

please let us know.  If we’ve 

done something well, please let 

us know.  If something has been 

missed, help us to make the 

correction. 

There are ways that we can 

grow as a congregation, and 

good communication is 

necessary.  While we’re at it, 

don’t forget to communicate 

with the one responsible for our 

very existence!  Pray without 

ceasing.  Know that God walks 

with us in all that we do… in 

Jesus’ name. Amen 



PARISH NURSING NOTES... 

As parents, one of the things 

we teach our children is the 

importance of sharing what we 

have with others.  But one of 

the things we don’t want them 

to share is the flu!  And that 

season is upon us once again! 

The influenza viruses are 

always changing, and are very 

easy to share, so it’s important 

to get an annual vaccination.  

Each year, scientists try to 

match the viruses in the vaccine 

to those most likely to cause flu 

that year.  It takes up to 2 weeks 

for protection to develop after 

having the shot, and the 

protection lasts about one year.  

Influenza can occur at any time, 

but most cases occur from 

October through May.  And in 

recent seasons, most infections 

have occurred in January and 

February.  So getting the 

vaccine any time from late 

September to early December 

will be beneficial. 

But above and beyond the 

vaccination, there are many 

other things we can do to avoid 

passing on and sharing the flu 

virus with others.  National 

Handwashing Week is 

observed every year the first 

week of December.  And that is 

timely in helping to control the 

spread of the flu.  God Himself 

gave us these directions, “So 

wash your hands.  Make 

yourselves clean.  Get your 

evil actions out of my sight!  

Stop doing what is wrong!  

Learn to do what is right!”  

(Isaiah 1:16).  

Basic principles of 

handwashing awareness 

include washing your hands 

whenever they are dirty 

(whether with visible dirt or 

not), before eating or handling 

food, after using the bathroom 

or blowing your nose, or 

handling items used by many 

people.   

 
Do not cough or sneeze 

into your hands!  Always use a 

tissue or your elbow—and then 

wash your hands!  And do not 

put your fingers into your eyes, 

nose, or mouth!  Germs live a 

long time on many items 

commonly handled by many 

people—handrails, telephones, 

computers, water fountains, 

light switches, and door 

handles.  So wipe them off 

frequently in your home, and 

use protection and wash your 

hands after using them in 

public places.  And do not be 

offended if people do not want 

to shake hands with you during 

the flu season!  The flu virus 

can be passed on to another 

person before you even have 

any symptoms yourself, and up 

to 7 days after becoming ill.  

 
And if you are ill, stay home!  

Don’t share the germs with 

others at work, play, church, or 

other social events.  Be 

especially careful around 

infants, children, and those 

over the age of 65 or with 

chronic health conditions.  

Those are the most vulnerable 

groups, and most likely to 

develop complications.  So stay 

home, drink plenty of liquids, 

and get plenty of rest.  And if 

you are healthy and want to 

share something, share Jesus’ 

love by taking the sick one the 

standard chicken soup or other 

fluids, doing errands for them, 

and caring for their children.  

Stay healthy and happy, and 

help others stay healthy and 

happy too!......................Jean 

“So wash your hands.  Make yourselves clean.  Get your evil actions out of my 

sight!  Stop doing what is wrong!  Learn to do what is right!”  (Isaiah 1:16).  



Library Board 
Thank-you, Concordia family, 

for joining in with the Library 
Team on Sunday, October 15th, 
in celebration  and recognition 
of 50 years of service and 
ministry provided by and 
through the library!  The food, 
the fellowship and the displays 
were enjoyed by many.  Thank-
you to Gary Banker for sharing 
with us the highlights of this 
organization, from its small 
beginnings on October 21, 1967 
to what it is today.  Now, with 
God’s guidance, we look forward 
to the next 50 years!  

We hope you have been able 
to take some time to enjoy God’s 
creation during the Fall season.  
Truly a time to give Him thanks 
and praise for all He has done 
and what He has given us!  God 
is Good! 

The library team appreciates 

your donations of books and  

any non-print items (DVD’s, 

etc.).  Most of the times these are 

materials we can add to the 

library’s collection.  But, on 

occasion, the materials do not 

meet the library’s book selection 

guidelines or we may already 

have a copy.  In either situation, 

the library team will contact you, 

the donor, about where you 

would like the book to go.  So, 

PLEASE leave your name and 

phone # with the book so we can 

either list you as the donor or 

contact you if the book is not 

needed.  Thank-you for your 

help in this matter.  See YOU in 

the library! 

May your 

Thanksgiving be 

a Blessed one! 

KEEP ON READING! 

  

Heritage 

Superior High School of 

Fame Banquet 
Some years ago, Gary Banker 

organized a program at church 
that included the pastors from 
our church and Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church.  It also 
included the choirs from both 
churches and speakers from our 
church.  It turned out to be a big 
success before a big audience.  
This program was brought to 
mind when my nephew showed 
me the me the program from the 
Hall of Fame Banquet.  Gary was 
one of those honored for his 
contributions to education and 
our community. 

Gary was a graduate of 
Superior High School in 1970.  
He then attended UWS-
Superior and graduated in 1974.  
He went on to become an 
incredible English/Language 
Arts Teacher, Student Teacher 
Advisor, and Author/Producer 
of annual East Junior High 
Musicals.  Adolescence can be 
difficult, yet he seemed to find a 
spot for the whole junior high 
school to showcase their talents.  
A great role model to his 9th 
grade students, he taught 
language arts, focusing on 
grammar, writing, and reading.   

In his 33 years as a classroom 
teacher, he always gave of 
himself.   

Upon retirement, Gary 
served as a pastoral lay 
assistant.  At the present time he 
is a partner in The Bloom 
Brothers Garden Design 
Business and chairs the 
Superior Business District 
Design Committee.  Gary is a 
published author of a book of 
poetry. “From a Yellowed 
Photo.”  Gary’s writing focused 
on family relationships, 
memories, bestowing glimpses 
of life through maturity.  One of 
his poems, “Just Two North End 
Boys,” has been displayed at the 
Richard I. Bong Veterans 
Historical Center in Superior.   

He has been involved in 
SBID projects to make the 
community a better place and 
presently chairs its Board of 
Directors.  Banker has spent 
time in his retirement as a 
supervisor of teaching 
candidates for the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth.  He has 
written and produced murder 
mysteries as fund-raisers that 
garnered more than $50,000 for 
local non-profits.  He serves on 
the editorial board for Positively 

Superior Magazine, and writes a 
monthly article for the SBID.   

Gary acted as interim 
Director of Curriculum for the 
school district, Administrative 
Assistant to the Principal at 
Literature at UMD, and served 
as lecturer for middle level 
education and extended degree 
classes at UWS.  He has received 
the UWS Distinguished 
Alumnus Award and Alumnus 
Association President’s Award.  
Was selected as Junior High 
Teacher of the year, was 
recognized in “Who’s Who in 
American and International 
Education,” selected to receive 
the Men of Achievement Award, 
and was awarded the 
Humanitarian Award by 
Superior Jaycees. 

I knew Gary could do many 
things, but when I read the 
article from the Hall of Fame 
Banquet, I thought it was only 
right that everyone in church 
know of his achievements.  
Thank you again, Gary, for that 
wonderful dinner/theater you 
put on which earned money 
when the congregation needed it 
for the restoration of our church. 

Thanks Gary! 



Does Your Faith 
Community Live out of 

Memory or Imagination? 
Bill Wilson, director of the 

Center for Healthy Churches, says 
that while memories of the past 
are vital, they must be balanced 
with a creative and innovative 
vision for the future if your faith 
community is to remain vibrant 
and sustainable. 

Some call it a battle. Others a 
wrestling match. Let’s go with 
something a bit less confront-
ational and call it a challenge that 
will impact whether or not you 
survive. I’m describing one of the 
foundational polarities every 
church must confront and manage. 
Simply put: will your life together 
be primarily shaped by your 
memories or by your imagination? 

If your church constantly 
allows your memories to overrule 
your imaginations, you will die. It 
really is that simple. Inviting God’s 
creative Spirit to inhabit our minds 
and hearts is the first step toward 
vibrancy and sustainability. 

No one questions whether both 
are important. Our memories and 
the past are a vital component of a 
healthy and vibrant faith and 
church. Our imaginations and the 
ability to innovate and adapt are a 
vital component of a healthy and 
vibrant church. Neither can exist in 
an appropriate way without the 
other. 

However, the default position 
of the vast majority of 
congregations and parishes is to 
lean most heavily upon the 
familiar, the known, the former. 
Our imaginations grow weak from 
lack of use as we loop repeatedly 
back to what is comfortable and 
predictable. 

Jesus confronted a religious 
system steeped in tradition and 
ritual. While honoring those who 
had gone before him, he also peeled 
back the layers of meaningless 
repetition to reveal the original 
intent and then breathed new life 
into that truth. Worship was not 
about Sabbath rules but about 
revering almighty God and offering 

one’s self wholly to God. Sin was 
not so much a matter of external 
habits as a habit of the heart. The 
love of neighbor was not limited to 
“people like us” but extended to 
those very different from “us”, even 
lepers and Samaritans! 

In each case, Jesus paid 
homage to the memories and 
traditions, but landed most 
emphatically on the power of 
imagination to rethink and reframe 
an eternal truth in a new and 
innovative way. The resulting 
earthquake that rocked the 
established religious order still 
reverberates through the church 
that tries to follow his lead. 

Imitating our forefathers and 
mothers, we calcify eternal truth by 
wrapping it in temporal traditions 
and practices. We too often cling to 
memories and set patterns rather 
than engage our imaginations and 
creative capacities. 

For example: 
When confronted with the 

challenges of a culture that no 
longer regards Sunday as sacred 
space to be set aside for religious 
activities, we whine and complain 
about Sunday attendance rather 
than adapt and adjust to the new 
lifestyles that we ourselves have 
adopted. What is valuable and 
timeless is the worship of God and 
the fellowship of faith. What is 
temporal and open to imaginative 
reframing is when, how and where 
that worship and fellowship takes 
place. 

When confronted by a 
pluralistic and diverse community, 
we revert back to primitive 
thinking about race rather than see 
this new world as perfectly suited 
for Jesus’ message of inclusion and 
Christ-centered unity in the midst 
of diversity. 

When facing dwindling finan-
cial resources and cumbersome 
facilities, we double down on guilt-
laden stewardship and “clubhouse 
thinking” about our buildings 
rather than imaginatively explor-
ing new streams of revenue and 
using our facilities as community 
assets rather than private quarters. 

When hiring and assigning 
staff, we repeat patterns from 
earlier eras that no longer result in 
effective outcomes rather than 
reimagine new models of staffing 
positions and tasks that shift the 
church culture away from “paying 
for professional services” toward 
leading a focused team on a 
missional adventure that includes 
everyone taking part as God has 
gifted and called them. 

If your church or faith 
community is going to have a 
future, and if you want that future 
to be more about thriving that 
simply surviving, then you must get 
this balance right. Are you going to 
be primarily driven by memory or 
imagination? You will need both. 

Every church I served on staff 
was birthed in the 1800’s. I 
understand the power and value 
and place of memory. I have 
profound respect for and 
appreciation of traditions and past 
practices. I want to honor those 
who sacrificed mightily for me to 
have the privilege of ministering in 
the 21st century. 

And yet, I know that a 
significant part of what got them 
through the challenges of previous 
eras was the willingness of those 
past leaders to engage their 
imaginations and push past the 
limitations of their memories. Like 
Jesus seeking to reform a tone-deaf 
religious machine that has lost its 
way, every generation must 
confront the temptations of our 
church to lean on what was and to 
lean away from what will be. 

I’m sorry, but if your church 
constantly allows your memories to 
overrule your imaginations, you 
will die. It really is that simple. 
Inviting God’s creative Spirit to 
invade and inhabit our minds and 
hearts is the first step toward 
vibrancy and sustainability. 
Walking by faith and not by sight 
has always been our challenge. 

 
This article is reprinted from 

the e-newsletter of the Center for 
Healthy Churches. Used by 
permission. 

http://www.chchurches.org/
http://www.chchurches.org/


Happenings and Announcements 
 

The following memorials are acknowledged 

by the church office: 

In Memory of:  Given by: 

Ellie, Gladys, & Connie Pederson (Music) 

Charles Chellman  

 

We are looking to replace our old rugs in the 

entrance of the church and in the hallway outside 

the offices.  Please help us by donating towards 

this project. 

 

Join other Concordia 

families at World of 

Wheels on Monday, Nov. 

6 for a Christian skate 

night! From 5-7:30 p.m., 

enjoy an evening catered 

toward Christian families 

for just $6/person ($24 

max/family) plus rentals. 

Concordia's Youth and Family committee will 

provide a pizza meal at the rink--make sure to 

look for our table!  

 

There will be an organizational meeting for the 

Advent Tea on Nov 12th after worship.  The 

Advent Tea will be on Dec 3rd Tom Cawcutt will 

be providing music that day. 

 

Movie Night! 
Join us for Movie Night on 
Friday, November 17 at 
6:00 pm.  This month’s 
movie is Beauty & the 
Beast (live action). Pizza 
and popcorn will be 
available for those who 
attend. Please sign up at 
the bulletin board outside the church office. 
 

CLCW Thank Offering boxes will be distributed 

on Nov. 5 and collected on Nov. 26 

 

Nov. 18-19 

Join youth grades 6-12 from 7 p.m. Sat. evening 

through Sun. morn. worship for night of prayer, 

church games, snacks, small-group Bible study--

and yes, some sleep! Bring a snack to share for the 

evening and invite your friends! Questions? 

Contact Audrey  

(adontjelindell@gmail.com) 

 

Shop faith-filled children’s books 

at a special discount and earn 

money for Concordia's ELCA 

Youth Gathering Fund! Stop by 

the back of the sanctuary 

from Nov. 5 through Dec. 5 to pick up your order 

form. Return form to the church office or to 

Audrey.  

 

Poinsettias will be purchased by 
the Altar Guild to decorate the 
chancel for Christmas.  If you wish 
to memorialize or honor a loved 
one, you may make a donation in 
any amount to the Altar Guild 

Poinsettia Fund.  A list of those memorialized or 
honored will be in the Christmas bulletin.  

Donor:____________________________ 

In memory of:_______________________ 

In honor of:_________________________ 

(Checks payable to Altar Guild Flower Fund and 
are due by December 17) 

mailto:adontjelindell@gmail.com


We are now accepting donations for the Annual 
CLCW Rummage Sale year round!  Please limit to 
items that fit on a shelf or countertop.  We have 
already received a few items and we have plenty 
of room for more! 

 

 

Night Out! 
November 15th  

Women: 5:00: Epic 
3223 Tower Ave 

Men: 5:30: Tavern 105 
1811 Central Ave 

 

Time to get out those knitting needles!  The 
Benevolence Committee will be collecting hats 
and waterproof mittens for the hat& mitten tree 
in December.  Our goal is to donate 100 hats to 
the local Head Start. 

In the Area 
November 12, First Lutheran Church, 1100 East 
Superior Street, Duluth, Minnesota 
Join Members of the DSSO Chorus along with 
Jason Branham, organist at First Lutheran, for a 
vibrant program of Mendelssohn and Brahms. 
Chorus and Organ join forces to bring you music 
that inspired Mendelssohn's Reformation 
Symphony and Brahms' Requiem. 
The program also features slides from Martin 
Luther's Reformation period, narrated by Dennis 
Paulson (also a member of First Lutheran and the 
DSSO Chorus). 
There will be two identical programs (one at 2 
p.m. and one at 4 p.m.) with a reception at 3 p.m. 
hosted by a Thrivent Action Team and the Duluth 
Superior Symphony Orchestra. 
Admission is a free will donation. RSVP 
encouraged at 218-623-3776 but not necessary to 
attend. 
 

November 18 Concert at the DECC, 7 p.m. 
Symphony Hall 
REFORMATION, featuring Mendelssohn's: 
Symphony No. 5, Reformation and Brahms: A 
German Requiem with DSSO Chorus 
In 2017 we celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses and the 
resulting Reformation that changed the face of 
Christianity. Felix Mendelssohn wrote his 
Symphony No. 5 in honor of the Protestant 
Reformation. Similarly Brahms composed his 
German Requiem as a sacred, but non-liturgical 
work that featured German texts, taken from the 
Luther Bible. The DSSO will be joined by our 
chorus and guest soloist baritone Andrew 
Wilkowski and soprano Jennifer Baldwin Peden. 
Tickets are available a dsso.com or by calling 218-
623-3776. 
 

Homemade Soup & Chili / Baked Potato Bar 

(with all the fixins) 

November 8th from 4:00 - 6:00 

At Bethel Lutheran Church 

5821 John Avenue, Superior (715-392-2033) 

Free will offering 

Handicap accessible 

All proceeds go to Bethel's general fund and Relay 

for Life 

 

Please note: Individuals applying for the Boe 

Engebretson Student Award next spring, 2018, 

will be required to show at least 5 hours of 

service to Concordia, or a church near them if 

they are away at school.  More details are 

available in the office.   

P.S. Teaching Sunday School would be a great 

way to do this! 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1100+East+Superior+Street,+Duluth,+Minnesota&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1100+East+Superior+Street,+Duluth,+Minnesota&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(218)%20623-3776
http://dsso.com/
tel:(218)%20623-3776
tel:(218)%20623-3776


Dexter is the grandson of Pastor Victor St. George, who serves at Zion Lutheran Church 



Altar Flowers for November 

Nov 5 Merril & Louise Hoven by Jane Meehan & 
Family 

Nov 12 Open 

Nov 19 Given by Denise Latscher 

Nov 26 Joyce Campbell by Rod Campbell 

Your Church Council members, working  
together with you in ministry: 

 
Gary Banker 715.392.2149 
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 
John Gronski (Vice President) 218.340.1813 
Carol Lindegren(Secretary) 218.590.8238 
Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158 
Tom O’Neill (President) 218.391.6139 
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

The DEADLINE for articles in “The 

Concordian” is November 15.  

Announcements are due by 9:00 am  

November 27. 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

 

 

Choir practice is at 

9:00 am Sunday 

mornings next to the 

piano in the 

Sanctuary.  Please 

come join us at any 

time if you would like to add your voice to our choir! 

 

Serving in November 

Ushers 

November 5 Team IV 

November 12 Team III 

November 19  Concordia Youth 

November 26 Team II 

 

Bus Driver 

November 5 Kris Hanson 

November 12 John Gronski 

November 19 Pete Quist 

November 26 Brett Quist 

 

Scripture Readers 

November 5 Ann Novack 

November 12 Nancy O’Neill 

November 19 Concordia Youth 

November 26 Kristie Johnson 

 

Altar Servers 

November 5 Carol Lindstrom & Joy Moncel 

November 12 Linda Aho & Carol Lindstrom 

November 19 Joy Moncel 

November 26 Corol Lindstrom & Joy Moncel 

 

Coffee Kiosk Servers 

November 5 Nick Pristash 

November 12 Nancy Burley 

November 19 Tom O’Neill 

November 26 John Gronski 

 

Financial Assistants 

 Bill O’Neill & LeRoy Eliason 

 

Communion Assistants 

November 5 Mike Hill & Richard Wnek 

November 12 Shawn Quist & Jane Pietrowski 

 



November 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1     All Saints Day 

10 am Altar Guild 

3:45 Confirmation 

6:30 Girl Scouts 

2   All Souls Day 3 4 

5 Daylight 
Savings Ends 
9am Choir 
9am Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
w/ Communion 

 

6 
5pm Skate Night @ 
World of Wheels 

7pm Boy Scouts 

7  Election Day 
2pm Lydia Circle 

2pm Bible Study 

4pm Just For Kix 

8 
3:45 Confirmation 

6:30 Girl Scouts 

9 10 11    Veterans Day 

12 
9am Choir 
9am Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
w/ Communion 
11am CLCW 
Advent Tea 
Planning Mtg. 
Pastor Michelle at 
Continuing Ed. 

13 
6pm Property & 
Management 

7pm Boy Scouts 

14 
2pm Bible Study 
4pm Just For Kix 
6pm Prayer Shawl 
 

15 
3:45 Confirmation 
5pm Women’s 
Night Epic 
5:30 Men’s Night 
Tavern 105 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
Due:  December 
Concordian Articles  

16 
4pm Just For Kix 

17 
6pm Movie Night! 

18 
7pm Youth Lock-In 

19 
9am Choir 
9am Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
 

20 
6pm Worship & 
Music 

7pm Boy Scouts 

21 
2pm Bible Study 

22 
 

23 Thanksgiving 24 25 

26 
9am Choir 
9am Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
 

27 
7pm Boy Scouts 

Due: December 
Concordian 
Announcements  

 

28 
4pm Just For Kix 

29 
3:45 Confirmation 
6:30 Girl Scouts 

Concordian 
Helpers 

30 
6pm Church 
Council 

  

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30-2:30 
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NOTICE 
We are updating our mailing system.  If you 

are receiving this newsletter and do not wish 
to, please contact the church office.  If you 

know someone who should receive it or 
wishes to be added, please have them 

contact our office. 

Worship Schedule 
10:00 am on Sundays 

Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sunday. 
Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 

after the worship service. 

Mission Statement 
As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 

we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel in our community 
and the world. 

mailto:rowell.michelle.r@usa.net
mailto:concordia@clearwire.net
http://www.concordialutheranchurchsuperior.org/
http://www.nwsynod/
http://www.elca.org/
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