
The Concordian 

A Newsletter of Concordia Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Superior, WI  April 2017 

“Called to Nurture and Live our Faith, Encourage our Service, and Actively Share the Gospel” 

From the Pastor:      

On my Facebook page the 

morning of this writing, I posted a 

status that reads, “For peace, Let 

us pray:  Lord, have mercy.” 

The status was primarily a 

reaction to several news items I’d 

read that morning, most of which 

were rather depressing.  I started 

to detail some of those stories for 

this article, but then I realized I 

didn’t want to depress everyone 

else, too! 

Since most of the things that 

were dragging me down had ties to 

politics, I tried searching for good 

news in politics, but the only thing 

that arose was something in 

reaction to one of the recent 

negative stories.  If I didn’t want to 

describe the negative, then the 

positive side wouldn’t make sense. 

The problem with that is that 

some of the best things happen in 

direct relationship to some of the 

worst. 

The resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the grave happened 

after his crucifixion, his death and 

burial.  When life seems darkest is 

the time when God’s light (once 

we see it) shines the brightest. 

So let me share with you the 

story of L. Y. Marlow.    Marlow 

had been on the phone with her 

daughter, but her daughter 

wouldn’t say much on the phone.  

Marlow drove from Maryland to 

Philadelphia and there saw the 

bruises on her daughter’s neck 

that exposed how her boyfriend 

had tried to strangle her.  She’d 

begun to black out when she heard 

her 6-month-old daughter on the 

bed next to her screaming.  It was 

the scream that urged her to fight 

back, to live. 

Marlow knew the kind of 

domestic violence that plagued 

her daughter, because she’d 

experienced similar violence in 

her own life—as had her mother 

before her, and her grandmother 

before that.  None of them talked 

about it, though.  She said. “My 

grandmother didn’t talk to my 

mother, my mother didn’t talk to 

me, and I am not ashamed to say 

it, I didn’t talk to my daughter, not 

until Promise screamed.” 

(Promise is the name of her 

granddaughter.) 

Marlow knew she had to do 

something.  She first tried to elicit 

help from a celebrity, but that 

person didn’t respond.  She now 

believes that might have been for 

the best.  “Sometimes when people 

don’t respond, it helps you,” she 

said.  “It gives you a voice.”  I 

believe it helped Marlow to sense 

her own calling, a calling to work 

toward preventing the kinds of 

violence that had prevailed in her 

family for four generations. 

It is often extremely difficult.  

At times, Marlow played dual 

roles:  an advocate for abuse 

victims and the mother of a 

daughter who went from one 

abusive relationship to the next.  

Today, Promise’s mother is 

working hard to make sure she 

doesn’t repeat the mistakes that 

lured and kept her in abusive 

relationships.  “When it comes to 

the cycle being broken, I think it 

can be broken,” she said. “I do 

want to educate her and make her 

aware of what a male should and 

shouldn’t do to you. I think we’ll 

definitely have to sit down and 

have those talks when she gets to 

those preteen years.”  

 (The original article I 

reference liberally above is by 

Vargas, Theresa. “Grandmother’s 

promise to save girls from 

domestic violence.” The 

Washington Post, 13 March 2017.) 

When we see something that is 

wrong, or that makes us angry, we 

are often apt merely to wallow in 

depression, possibly complaining 

to like-minded people.   

After Jesus died, and before he 

rose again, that’s pretty much all 

that could be done, because they 

did not yet recognize Jesus’ 

promises.  Now, though, we 

cannot merely wallow.  Now, we 

can see God’s love, even in the 

darkest places, and we can work to  

Continues on next page… 



From the Pastor continued… 

foster God’s light wherever it is 

most needed.   

The issues vary.  The means 

will also vary.  Sometimes good-

hearted people will seem to be on 

opposite sides, because they see 

different ideals.  We will need to 

pray.  We will need to listen.  And, 

yes, we will also need to speak.  

What is good?  What is right?  Why 

do we see it that way?   

Will it be difficult?  Will we 

suffer?  Likely, yes, but God will 

walk with us.  Good things will 

come from the work we strive to 

do in the name of Jesus Christ.  Let 

us be the hands of Christ in this 

world, in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

PARISH NURSING NOTES... 

The book of Genesis tells us 

that on the seventh day, God 

rested.  Even God needed rest!  

When Moses led the people of 

Israel on their journey through the 

dessert, the Spirit of God that was 

leading them paused each evening 

over the place where they were to 

rest and sleep.   

As parents, we have all likely 

observed the changes in our 

children when they don’t get 

enough sleep.  They’re cranky and 

crabby, either groggy or 

hyperactive, and not interested in 

doing whatever you may want 

them to do.  They are just not 

themselves!  How do you feel and 

react when you don’t get enough 

rest? 

The exact mechanism of how 

sleep actually rejuvenates the 

body and mind is still being 

studied, but sleep experts and 

scientists agree that adequate 

sleep is necessary for healthy 

functioning.  Research shows that 

all mammals need sleep, and that 

sleep regulates mood and is 

related to learning and memory 

functions as well as physical 

functions.  Getting enough sleep 

cannot only help you perform on a 

test, learn a new skill, and stay on 

task, but it can also be a critical 

factor in your energy level, 

maintaining a healthy weight, and 

preventing diabetes, heart 

disease, and other medical 

problems. 

Research has shown that there 

is a direct relationship between 

obesity and sleep problems.  Sleep 

deprivation can lead to a 

decreased energy level, making it 

difficult to exercise.  It can also 

lead to a bigger appetite and 

snacking on caffeine, sodas, or 

candy in an effort to “up” the 

energy level.  And the resulting 

obesity can make it more difficult 

to get enough exercise.  It can also 

lead to compromised respiratory 

function and nighttime heartburn, 

which can cause sleep problems.  

It’s a vicious cycle. 

There are some things you can 

do to help deal with the problems.  

Stick to a schedule.  Go to bed 

and wake up at the same time each 

day, including weekends.  Relax 

before bedtime.  Take a warm 

bath, read a book, or meditate and 

say a prayer.  My mother-in-law 

had a plaque that said, “Turn your 

problems over to God for the 

night – He’s awake all night 

anyway.”  Exercise regularly.  

Get at least 30 minutes of exercise 

daily, but not right before going to 

bed!  Avoid caffeine, alcohol, 

and nicotine – again, at least 

within 3-4 hours of bedtime.  But 

don’t go to bed hungry either.  

Whereas a big meal may keep you 

awake with heartburn, a glass of 

milk and small sandwich an hour 

before bedtime may make you 

relax and feel sleepy.  Check 

your medications.  Ask your 

doctor or pharmacist if any of 

them may contribute to insomnia, 

or should be taken at a different 

time of day.  Don’t try too hard.  

If you don’t fall asleep within 20-

30 minutes, get out of bed, and do 

a quiet activity, such as reading, 

until you feel sleepy.  You can 

check out the website, 

www.sleepfoundation.org for 

more information. 

You know your health is 

complex – if one part of the body 

system suffers, you’re likely to see 

consequences in other areas of 

your life.  God designed us in a 

magnificent manner!  Psalm 

139:14 says, “ I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made.  Wonderful 

are your works.”  All we have to do 

is try to maintain a balance in all 

the parts of our lives – which is 

easier said than done.  But we can 

ask for God’s help.  Psalm 127:2b 

reminds us, “God gives his 

beloved ones sleep.”   

Stay healthy, happy and well-

rested....................................Jean 

Happenings in the Library 

Greetings from the Library Team.  

As our journey through Lent 

continues and reaches its 

destination, the crucifixion and 

Resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior, may you find a 

http://www.sleepfoundation.org/


strengthening of your faith, of 

your walk with the Lord and of the 

LOVE  He has for us!  Read (or re-

read) John 3:16 & 17.  That says it 

all!   The library has on display, a 

number of Easter books that may 

be helpful in your personal 

journey through this time of year, 

this time of reflection and 

celebration. 

Thank-you to all who helped to 

make the “Reformation 500 

Bookstore” a success.  Many 

orders were placed.  Final date to 

order is Sunday, April 2nd.   

Checks are to be made payable 

to “Concordia Lutheran Church”.   

Information on delivery of books 

ordered will be made available at a 

later date.  Books on display for 

the “bookstore” will be processed 

and added to the Church library’s 

collection.  A very welcome 

addition! 

Believe it or not, spring has 

arrived and we are ever thankful 

for the longer, warmer days and 

our thoughts turn towards 

gardening-yard work-the cabin!  

All a wonderful way to get 

outdoors, get some exercise and 

enjoy God’s beautiful creation!   

May your Easter be a Blessed 

& meaningful one! 

KEEP ON READING! 

 

Heritage 
Concordia’s First Minister 

 The first pastor to serve 
Concordia Lutheran Church was a 
man named Mons Monsen 
Midthun. 

He was born just south of 
Bergen, Norway in 1859 at the 
Midthun family farm.  He 
immigrated to the United States in 
the spring of 1884 and began his 
studies for the ministry in 1885 at 
Augsburg Seminary. 

 The congregation which was to 
become Concordia was already 
being formed in 1885 and called 
Midthun to preach at the 
Christmas services that year. 

Concordia’s congregation was 
not officially founded until August 
21, 1887 but it was already being 
planned that Mons would be 
called to be its first resident pastor 
when he graduated from the 
seminary. 

Several local pastors assisted 
our congregation in getting 
organized as “The First 
Norwegian- Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church”. 

Mons arrived in Superior to 
begin his ministry in the summer 
of 1890.  He had married 
Mathilde Munson from Onalaska, 
WI before graduating in 
1890.   They began their life 
together in Superior and a year 
after arriving had a baby girl 
whom they named Helma 
Marie.  She was baptized at 
Concordia. 

Mons continued as pastor here 
until 1894 when he left to become 
pastor of three churches near 
Wilmar, MN. 

He left the active ministry early 
because he was unable to change 
to the English language in 
preaching and teaching. 

He eventually moved to 
Minneapolis where he died in 
1943 at the age of 84. 

Pastor Midthun is the great-
grandfather of Pastor Dennis 
Paulson who has served 
Concordia as an interim and guest 
pastor on more than one occasion.  

 

News from Lutheran Social Services 

It's Time to Find a Forever Family for Eugene and Anthony 

Every 2.2 seconds, somewhere in the world, a child ages out of the adoption system without a forever family. In 

the Philippines, children age out when they turn 16; but, the adoption process can take two years, so they are in 

danger of aging out as soon as they turn 14. 

Eugene, a Filipino boy available for adoption, is already 14. Outgoing and 

friendly, he's a good big brother to Anthony, 12, who is also adoptable. 

Their older sister, Ella, has aged out: still, she wants her brothers to find 

a forever family, even if it's as far away as the U.S. (This photo of Eugene, 

Anthony and Ella was taken in 2015). 

In the years since their father died and their mother abandoned them, 

Eugene and Anthony have lived in a child caring facility, where they do 

well in school. They both love sports, music and dance. They are available 

for adoption through the LSS Philippines Ambassador Program, which 

matches older adoptees from the Philippines with forever families. 

 

For Eugene, time to be adopted is running out, and he and Anthony 

hope to be adopted together. They are ready to bring joy to a family who can guide them through their teens and 

into adulthood. To find out more, contact Val Zegers, 920-730-1377. 
 

http://lsswis.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb33f7bc745e0ee7ff679ade1&id=60613e893e&e=6a82176161
tel:(920)%20730-1377


 

Happenings and Announcements
Concordia: 

The following memorials are acknowledged by the 

church office: 

In Memory of:  

Christopher Richard Overland 

Rhoda Pearthree (bus fund) 

Sandra Severson 

Gary & Carol Banker (bus fund) 

Ann Marie Novack (bus fund) 

Patricia Luder (bus fund) 

Prayer Chain members are needed.   

If you would like to join our prayer chain, 

please contact the church office. 

 

Prayer Shawl will meet Tuesday April 11 at 6 

pm & Saturday April 22 at 10 am 

CLCW Spring General Meeting on April 2 After 
Church.  A light lunch will be provided for all at coffee 
hour with the meeting to follow. 

 

Men’s and Ladies’ “Night Out” 
EVERYONE is welcome!  Join fellow members of the 

congregation once a month for dinner and 
conversation at a local venue. 

Watch the bulletins and our weekly email for dates 
and place.  Not getting our weekly email?  Call or 
stop by the church office with your email address! 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church is participating in a 

Towel Drive benefitting CASDA. Having access to 

something as basic as a clean bed and a shower is 

something many of us take for granted, but it is a huge 

comfort to someone who is residing in a shelter.  We 

will be collecting new and gently used towels in the 

baskets at the rear of the sanctuary.  Please consider 

giving what you can. Drive continues until Easter. 
 

Thinking about Spring cleaning?  The CLCW is 

planning a rummage sale on Saturday, May 13th.  We 

will happily accept gently used books, movies, CDs, 

toys, craft items, small household appliances, 

collectibles. clothing and ladies’ accessories. 

Children's clothes sell very well. Furniture will be 

accepted if you are willing to remove it if it doesn't sell.  

Please don't deliver items to church before May 6th. 

Details to follow. 

 

 

Boe-Engebretson Student Award 

Members of Concordia Lutheran Church who are 

graduating from high school may apply for a Boe-

Engebretson Award.  Eligibility includes 

college/university freshmen, sophomores, juniors, 

seniors, graduate students, as well as technical 

school students.  You must be a full-time student. 

 

Include all items required by the selection committee 

as noted at the end of the application form and 

return them to the church office by May 1, or your 

application will not be considered. 

Applications are available on request in the church 

office. 
 

Holy Heist 

Concordia will be holding a Mystery Dinner Theater 

on April 22.  Details are available in last month’s copy 

of the Concordian and on the church website.  

Reservations may be purchased through the church 

office until Tuesday, April 18th. 

 

In the Area: 
Superior/Twin Ports Christian Women's 

gathering Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

Theme: “Girl Power” 

 Sponsored by Superior/Twin Ports Christian 

Women of Superior, Wisconsin 

(Affiliated with Stonecroft Ministries) 

 Main Speaker:  Jenny Rae Armstrong, Superior, WI 

“Girl Power” – Jenny is passionate about building up 

the body of Christ by building up women. An award-

winning writer and teacher pastor at Darrow Road 

Wesleyan Church, she tackles challenging topics with 

girl-next-door humor and grace. 

 Special Feature: Bonnie Beste, Community 

Policing Officer for Superior “Community Policing” 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

11:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Barker’s Island Inn, Michigan/Ontario Room, 300 

Marina Drive, Superior, WI 

Advance Reservations and Cancellations 

by Friday, April 14, 2017 

Superior: Lois 715-398-3175 

Duluth: Minnie 218-626-2361 

$14.00 (includes program, meal, tip and tax) 

Future Date: 

May 16, 2017 – 11:30 am to 1:00 pm   

Bring a Friend!  She’ll be glad you did! 

tel:(715)%20398-3175
tel:(218)%20626-2361


Notes from Habitat for Humanity 

Congregations Invited to Partner with 

Superior, WI Thrivent Build 

The 2017 Thrivent Builds house project in Superior 

will start this May. WLSHFH expects to announce its 

next partner family during the coming month for the 

house at 710 Weeks Avenue. 

Thrivent partners with Western Lake Superior 

Habitat for Humanity by encouraging congregations 

to participate in a faith-based model of building. This 

model involves 15 Thrivent Builds work days that 

connect Thrivent Financial members with members 

from congregations and the larger community over 

the life of the build. All area congregations are invited 

to become involved in these work days. 

A membership-based organization, Thrivent offers 

faith-based financial planning services and fosters a 

spirit of "living generously" with a spirit of gratitude 

for God's constant blessings. 

Follow the WLSHFH website for more information on 

upcoming volunteer opportunities with the second 

2017 build: twinportshabitat.org/ 

Congregational Partners Wanted for 
Summer 2017 ABWK Clusters 
  

Last summer during a four-day period, Silver Bay area 
congregations, Thrivent Financial, and local 
businesses partnered with WLSHFH to complete  

11 A Brush With Kindness home exterior repair 
projects with low-income homeowners. This "rock the 
block" effort improved home access, painted 
buildings, spruced up yards, and completed many 
other projects. This pilot project brought together 
diverse community members in a fun, high-energy 
environment that deepened a sense of community and 
hope. 
 
WLSHFH would like to extend this pilot throughout 

its service area during 2017. WLSHFH invites 

congregations in Duluth-Proctor-Hermantown, 

Cloquet-Carlton, and the Two Harbors-Silver Bay 

areas that would like to partner with each other and 

WLSHFH to complete about 6-10 projects during two 

or three clusters this summer. A number of regional 

businesses have also expressed interest to be involved 

with this effort, so there is a great opportunity here to 

build our networks of caring. 

Donate, Shop, Volunteer at  WLSHFH's 

Enhanced ReStore 

 

Come see the recently expanded floor space and other 

in-store updates at the Western Lake Superior Habitat 

for Humanity ReStore! Come shop, donate, and/or 

volunteer -- three ways to support Habitat's shelter-

focused ministry while also boosting the local 

economy and stewarding material resources. 

The ReStore is located at 1621 Broadway Street in 

Superior, WI. It offers quality building materials, 

furniture, and appliances at a great value.  It is open 

10-5 Wednesday through Friday and 10-4 on 

Saturday. Your donations are accepted each day until 

one hour before closing. 

The ReStore also offers year-round volunteer 

opportunities including cash register 

volunteer, sales floor assistant, photography 

volunteer and more. To learn more 

visit twinportshabitat.org.

http://tracking.etapestry.com/t/33166110/1287528897/73224850/0/110440/?x=e682cc65


Altar Flowers for April 

April 2 Given in memory of Edward & Dorothy 
Hoffman by The Lippitt Family 

April 9 Given in memory of Erika Margaret 
Banker and Margaret & Roger Erickson 
by Gary, Carol, & Craig Banker 

April 16 Given in honor of Loved Ones by Marie 
& Roy Peterson 

April 23 Given in memory of Robert & Martha 
Jean Hansen by Nancy Burley 

April 30 Given in memory of Esther J. Nelson by 
Patsy Luder & Shirley Brandser 

 
 

Your Church Council members, working  
together with you in ministry: 

 
Gary Banker 715.392.2149 
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 
John Gronski (Vice President) 218.340.1813 
Carol Lindegren(Secretary) 218.590.8238 
Jan Lippitt 715.394.9158 
Tom O’Neill (President) 218.391.6139 
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

 

The DEADLINE for articles in “The 

Concordian” is April 18.  

Announcements are due by 9:00 am April 24. 

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

 

Serving in April 

Ushers 

April 2 Team III 

April 9 Team IV 

April 16 Team I (Early) 

   Team II (Regular) 

April 23 Team III 

April 30 Team II 

Bus Driver 

April 2 Ken Harmer 

April 9 John Gronski 

April 16 Pete Quist 

April 23 Kris Hanson 

April 30 Brett Quist 

Scripture Readers 

April 2 Diane Kruger 

April 9 Chayce Strauch 

April 16 Bear Rowell (Early) 

 Ed Lindegren (Regular) 

April 23 Kris Hanson 

April 30 Patsy Luder 

Altar Servers 

April 1-30 Carol Banker & Ann Marie Novack 

Financial Assistants  

April 1-30 Shirley Brandser & Sandy Novak 

Communion Assistants 

April 2 Jane Pietrowski & Nancy Burley 

April 9 (Palm Sunday) Patsy Luder & Rich Wneck 

Coffee Hour 

April 2 CLCW Spring Meeting 

April 9 Sunday School 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

April 23 Benevolence Committee 

April 30 Pietrowski & Sewalls 

Be sure to check the coffee hour schedule 

on the bulletin board by the kitchenette.  

Month of May is still open!  Sign up on a day 

that works for you! 

 



April 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 April Fool’s Day 

 

2 

9am BP Checks 
9 am Sunday School 
9:30 am 
Benevolence 
10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
11 am Coffee Hour 

3 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

4 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

2 pm Lydia Circle 

4pm JFK 

5 

10 am Altar 
Guild Meeting 

12 pm Service 
12:30 pm Fit/fed 

5:30 pm Service 
6 pm Fit/fed 

6 

9:30 am Library 
Work Day 

7 

 
8 

Boy Scouts 
District Dinner 

9 Palm Sunday 

9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
& S.S. program 
11 am Coffee Hour 
 
 

10 

6 pm Property & 
Management 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

 

 

11 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

6 pm Prayer 
Shawl 

 

12 

 

13  
9:30 am Library 
Work Day 

12 pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
beginning w/ lunch 

6 pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
beginning w/ supper 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

14 Good Friday 

8-1:30 Stations 
of the Cross 

15 

 

16 Easter 

7 am Worship 
w/ communion 

8-9:45 Easter 
Breakfast 

10 am Worship 
w/ communion 

 

17 
 

18 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

May Concordian 
Articles Due 

Last day for 
Holy Heist 
reservations 

19  

9:30 am Mary 
Circle 

 

 

20 

9:30 am Library 
Work Day 

 

21 

 

22 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  

Holy Heist 
Dinner Theater 

23 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
11 am Coffee Hour 
 

30 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
w/ Special Music  
Tom O’Hara 
11 am Coffee Hour 
 
 

24      Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 

9:00 am May 
Concordian 
Announcements 
Due  

6 pm Worship & 
Music 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

25 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

26 

9 am Concordian 
Helpers 

 

27 

9:30 am Library 
Work Day 

6 pm Church 
Council 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

 

28 

 

29 
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Worship Schedule 

10:00 am on Sundays 
Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sunday. 

Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 
after the worship service. 

 
Mission Statement 

As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 
we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel in our community 
and the world. 
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