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From the Pastor:      

           

I have a dream.  Actually, I 

have many dreams, and I’d like to 

share them with you, and see if 

any of mine coincide with any of 

yours. 

1) Respect.  There’s an old 

song with lyrics that include 

several statements of unusual 

behavior, like the neighbor 

tipping his hat, the landlord 

smiling with a greeting, and 

even the old tight-wad down the 

street buying candy to pass out 

to the neighbor kids at play.  

These unusual acts are given as 

evidence that Christmas can’t 

be far away. 

 
I’d like to see these kinds of 

behavior become more normal 

again.  Too often, today, people 

seem to demand concession 

from others, without bothering 

to give them any at all.  A 

poster in a school hallway 

reads:  Expect Respect.  Maybe 

that’s not so bad, but we ought 

not to expect what we are 

unwilling ourselves to give.  

When we respect others, it may 

be that they will learn respect as 

well.  

2) Generosity.  It’s the 

opposite of greed, which seems 

to plague people to no end.  It 

seems to me that nearly every 

misdeed that occurs can be 

traced in some way to human 

greed.   

 

I dream of a society in which 

people are as generous toward 

others as they desire to be 

towards themselves.  I dream of 

a world in which profits benefit 

all who work for them, and 

prophets help us to see the way. 

3) Gathering.  I confess:  I 

like people.  Not everybody 

does!  I dream of people 

gathering together for all kinds 

of things:  to watch and discuss 

a movie, to play games, to talk 

about life and living, to eat 

together, to worship, to plan, to 

reminisce.   

 

I would love to see Concordia 

become a place where people 

can gather for many kinds of 

things in addition to the various 

worship and educational 

activities which regularly occur 

here.  What ideas might you 

have for activities people would 

enjoy that can become a part of 

our lives together in this place? 

4) Music.  Yes, we have 

plans for concerts, special 

keyboard emphases in honor of 

Helen Frye Hankey, chamber 

orchestra, even saxophones 

(which some consider the bane 

of musicality—but that’s my 

skill!).  I am, however, greedy 

for more, because music is (as 

some say) the universal 

language. 

 

Does anyone dare to expand our 

boundaries in music in our 

space and for our 



neighborhood?  I have a 

dream… 

5) Peace.  Yes, world peace, 

I offer in an almost sarcastic 

mien.  It’s sarcastic only in that 

it’s cliché, the go-to response 

when asked, “What is your 

greatest desire?”  Too many of 

us live in ways that deny that 

answer, however, blinding 

ourselves to people who differ 

from us in ethnicity, skin-tone, 

political party, or economic 

class (among a myriad of other 

differences I fail to mention 

here). 

 

How can we manage to live 

peacefully with those who differ 

from us?  In what ways can we 

build together a society of 

respect and generosity that 

gathers and makes music for 

peaceful living? 

Yes, I know, that last 

statement might come off as a 

rather cheesy compilation of these 

dreams I’ve named, but I stand by 

it, because, after all, these are 

(some of) my dreams.  It is only 

natural that I should gather them 

all together into one. 

What are your dreams?  

How can they become reality?  

Are you brave enough to share 

them with the rest of us?  

Yesterday I saw a clip of two 

young musicians playing the “Star 

Wars” theme outside the house of 

John Williams.  John Williams 

came out to say, “Hello.” 

May our Lord Jesus say, 

“Hello,” to this world through 

everything you do.  Amen 

 

PARISH NURSING NOTES...... 

February is American Heart 

Month, and February 5th is “Red 

Dress Sunday.”  Do you know that 

in Douglas County 13.9% of the 

population has heart problems, 

while in the state as a whole only 

4.9% do?  And in Douglas County 

the stroke rate is 4.5% compared to 

2.2% in the state as a whole. Other 

than the fact that it is located in 

your chest, slightly to the left of 

the midline, what do you know 

about your heart and how it 

functions? 

 
DO YOU KNOW.......................... 

 

Your heart has the ability to 

initiate impulses causing it to 

contract an average of 72 times 

every minute, 60 minutes every 

hour, 24 hours every day (waking 

and sleeping), 365 days every 

year, every year of your life for as 

long as you live.  And how many 

years that is, depends largely on 

how well you take care of your 

heart!  And calculating the number 

of contractions is more math than I 

want to attempt!  What other 

electrical system do you know of 

that will work that well for that 

length of time?! 

 

Not only that, but it will also pump 

harder or faster depending on the 

need, based on activity, altitude, 

temperature, body conditions, or 

emotions.  The blood vessels will 

also expand or contract to enhance 

or decrease the blood flow 

depending on those factors.  You 

don’t have to think about it, or 

decide what or when it should 

make those adjustments – it 

happens automatically.  How 

many pumps do you know of that 

will work that well for that long? 

 

In addition, it has to coordinate 

four chambers and four sets of 

valves to keep the blood flowing in 

the right direction, at the right rate 

of flow.  You know what it is like 

to coordinate an event for even a 

short time span.  How would you 

like having to, consciously, 

control that activity for that length 

of time? 

 

God was a masterful engineer 

when He created us in His image.  

He created us to live a certain time 

span.  So some functioning 

changes occur as we age.  But He 

also gave us the freedom of choice.  

And the choices we make can 

speed up or accentuate those 

natural changes. 

 

How can we show gratitude for, 

and take care of our heart?  

Proverbs 4:23 says, “Guard your 

heart above all else, for it 

determines the course of your 

life.”   The greatest threats to our 

heart health--cigarette smoking, 

high blood cholesterol levels, 

hypertension, obesity, lack of 

exercise– 

result from our life style choices. 

 



 

Parish Nursing Notes Continued… 
If our hearts could talk, they would 

say;  

“I love to exercise!  Take me out 

for at least 30 minutes of physical 

activity most days of the week.”  

Regular exercise keeps your heart 

strong so that it can pump more 

blood with less effort.   

“I work best on a healthy diet.”  

Foods such as fruits, vegetables, 

and whole grains, and the 

avoidance of saturated and trans 

fats, help protect against heart 

disease.   

“Smoking makes me sick!”  

Smoking damages the blood 

vessels and heart tissue, increases 

blood pressure, and decreases the 

capacity for exercise.   

“When you are overweight, I 

suffer.”  Excess body weight 

makes the heart work harder to 

pump blood, which can cause the 

heart tissue to thicken and become 

stiff.   

“I need regular check-ups!”   Get 

your cholesterol and blood 

pressure checked regularly.  (First 

Sunday of every month in my 

office!) 

 

Proverbs 14:30 says, “A peaceful 

heart gives life to the body.”   Help 

keep your heart peaceful, and 

show gratitude to God, by taking 

good care of it. 

……........................................Jean 

 

 

 

    EAGLE   SCOUTS  

Eagle Scout is the highest 

achievement or rank attainable in 

the Boy Scout program. 

The designation “Eagle Scout” 

was founded over 100 years 

ago.  Concordia has had a scouting 

Program for 55 years and the first 

Eagle Scout from our church was 

Harrold Skamser, 1928. 

The most recent of the 75 Eagle 

Scouts from Eagle Scout Troop 

213, to this point, is Noah Ilenda, 

2016. 

Gene Rosburg is the scout leader 

and this troop meets at 

Concordia.  A complete listing of 

the names of the scouts and the 

years that each boy became an 

Eagle Scout is listed on a plaque in 

our Fellowship Hall.  

The requirements to become 

an Eagle Scout take years to 

achieve.  At least 21 merit badges 

must be earned by the scout before 

the scout can be considered. 

Only 4% of Boy Scouts are 

granted this rank after a lengthy 

review.  This is based upon the 

Scout Spirit, which is an ideal 

attitude based upon the Scout Oath 

and Law, service and 

leadership, and includes an 

extensive service project that the 

individual scout plans, organizes, 

leads and manages.  

Eagle Scouts are expected to 

set an example for other scouts and 

to become the leaders in life that 

they have demonstrated in 

scouting. Over two million young 

men have earned the Eagle Scout 

rank.  Nine Eagle Scouts have 

been awarded the Medal of Honor 

and four became Nobel Prize 

laureates.  Over 40 became 

astronauts and others are counted 

among famous judges, one 

president, and famous athletes and 

religious leaders.  Many are 

second and third generation 

scouts, as is Rex Tillerson, the 

current Secretary of State 

nominee, whose father and 

grandfather were Eagle Scouts 

before him.  

To find out more about the 

scouting program at Concordia, 

contact Gene Rosburg at 218-391-

0600 or call the church at 715-

394-3762. 

THE BEST PART OF 

SCOUTING IS SCOUTS! 

Looking Ahead! 

(way ahead…) 

 

The Northwest Synod of 

Wisconsin has available a Luther 

Rose Lego kit that Pastor 

Michelle has reserved for the first 

week in May.  We will have some 

kind of activity at which groups 

will construct the Luther Rose out 

of Legos for display on Sunday, 

May 7.  We don’t have specific 

plans on how that event will be 

organized, but stay tuned, and 

more information will follow. 

2017 is the 500th anniversary of 

what is known as the beginning of 

the Reformation of the church, 

with the writing of Martin 

Luther’s 95 Theses on the Abuse 

of Indulgences.  (A kit of our own 

would cost somewhere around 

$2000.) 

tel:(218)%20391-0600
tel:(218)%20391-0600
tel:(715)%20394-3762
tel:(715)%20394-3762


Coming February 19 

Pianist Jim Hendricks  

grabbed the attention of 

musicians and family members 

as a young child with the 

uncanny ability to play anything 

he heard on records and 

memorize any printed music that 

came across the piano. While 

still in grammar school, Jim was 

able to transcribe by ear complex 

harmonies and melodies – 

without the use of a piano. He 

continued intensive musical 

studies and was considered a 

professional as a teenager. 

After high school, Jim 

performed with such legends as 

Dave Brubeck (piano duets), 

Della Reese, Rita Moreno, Tito 

Puente, Maynard Ferguson, Jack 

Jones, Louie Bellson, Clark 

Terry, Arturo Sandoval, John 

Davidson, Jon Faddis, and many 

others. He also competed in 

numerous international piano 

competitions, was a featured 

orchestral soloist performing the 

piano music of Rachmaninoff, 

and was granted a music 

professorship by the age of 

twenty-five. 

While he was on tour with the 

Glenn Miller Orchestra (the 

band still continues its concert 

tours since Miller’s death in the 

War), Jim felt a very strong call 

from the Lord to use his musical 

gifts for the glory of God. 

Already being a dedicated 

Christian for many years, he 

knew it was time to follow his 

calling into Christian ministry. 

Since then, Jim has performed 

more than 1,300 Christian piano 

concerts in churches all across 

the land, including several 

appearances at the former 

Crystal Cathedral. He has made 

fourteen piano recordings, 

performed on ABC, CBS, TBN 

and PAX, authored the book 

Contemporary Arrangements for 

Today’s Church Pianist, and 

been featured in Clavier piano 

journal. The Lord has greatly 

blessed his decision to bring 

glory to Christ through music. 

 



Thank you to everyone that contributed hats, 

mittens, scarves and warm socks to the 2016 Hat 

and Mitten Tree.  They were "warmly" received 

by the Family Forum Head Start #2 and Great 

Lakes Elementary School. 

. 

The Benevolence Committee 

 

(P.S. It's a good time to start knitting and 

shopping for next year      ) 

 

Prayer Chain members are needed.  If you would 

like to join our prayer chain, please contact the 

church office. 

 

Help us Grow 
Electronic Giving is a convenient, 
consistent way to help our church grow. 
Consider scheduling a recurring electric 
contribution today. You won’t need to 
write checks and prepare envelopes every 
week. And even when you can’t attend 
services, your electronic contributions will 
arrive without delay. 
Ask for an authorization form in the church 
office. 

 

Scrip Cards 

Scrip Cards are available in the church office. 

 Applebee’s  Barnes & Noble 

 Bath & Body Works Chipotle 

 CVS   Domino’s       

 Kwik Trip  Old Navy  

 Olive Garden  Panera Bread 

 Shamrock Pizza Subway  

         Walgreens 

*Many other businesses offer scrip cards.  Please 

stop by the office to let us know what cards you 

would like us to have on hand in the future, or make 

a special order. 

 

Men’s and Ladies’ “Night Out” 
EVERYONE is welcome!  Join fellow members of 
the congregation once a month for dinner and 

conversation at a local venue. 
 
Watch the bulletins and our weekly email for 

dates and place.  Not getting our weekly 
email?  Call or stop by the church office with 

your email address! 

 

Prayer Shawl will not be meeting the 2nd 

Tuesdays of the month through March. 

Meeting times will be the 4th Saturday of the 

month. 

February 25  10:00 am 

March 25  10:00 am 

New Members are always welcome!   

 

The following memorials are acknowledged by the 

church office: 

In Memory of: 

Sarah Gronski 

Bus Fund: Rhoda Pearthree 

Christopher Overland 

Bus Fund: Arlene H. Jacobson 

Bus Fund: Bill & Lois O’Neill 

Beatrice Nordrum 

Bus Fund: Lawrence Quam 

 

Due to a postal delay, the following Poinsettia 

Memorial was not in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

In Memory of: Husband Jay A Johnson, Parents John & 

Esther Stensland, Brother Joh Stensland Jr. 

Given by: Mrs. Joanne M. Johnson 



 

Altar Flowers for February 

Feb 5  Given in memory of Bill Downs, Jr. 
and Billy Downs, IV by Mrs. Jeanne 
Downs. 

Feb 19 Given in memory of Jess Nicolas 
Mangelsen, by Victor & Janet Ursin. 

 
Feb 26 Given in memory of John Anunti, 

by Frances Anunti & family. 
 

 
 

Your Church Council members, working  
together with you in ministry: 

 
Gary Banker 715.392.2149 
Nancy Burley 218.464.7086 
Matthew Eastman 218.409.9174 
Carol Lindegren, Sec. 218.590.8238 
Jan Lippitt, Vice Pres. 715.394.9158 
Tom O’Neill, Pres. 218.391.6139 
Nick Pristash 715.398.0488 
Eric Sewall 715.392.1559 

 

The DEADLINE for articles in “The 

Concordian” is February 15.  

Announcements are due by 9:00 am on 

February 22.   

Thanks for marking this on your calendar! 

 

Serving in February 

Ushers 

Feb 05 Team II 

Feb 12 Team III 

Feb 19 Team I 

Feb 26 Team II 

(Ash Wednesday is on March 1st) 

Bus Driver 

Feb 05 John Gronski 

Feb 12 Ken Harmer 

Feb 19 Brett Quist 

Feb 26 Kris Hanson 

Scripture Readers 

Feb 05 Ken Harmer 

Feb 12 Kristie Johnson 

Feb 19 Nancy O’Neill 

Feb 26 Ann Gronski 

Altar Servers 

Feb 05 Arlene Jacobson; Linda Aho 

Feb 12 Arlene Jacobson; Linda Aho 

Feb 19 OPEN 

Feb 26 P.C. Jeanne Downs; Carol Lindstrom 

Financial Assistants Bill O’Neill

 LeRoy Eliason 

Communion Assistants 

Feb 05 Mike Olson; Joyce Olson 

Feb 12 LeRoy Eliason; Mike Hill 

Coffee Hour 

Feb 05 Boy Scouts 

Feb 12 Mike & Joyce Olson 

Feb 19 OPEN 

Feb 26 OPEN 

Be sure to check the coffee hour schedule 

on the bulletin board by the kitchenette.  

Sign up on a day that works for you! 

 

 

 



February 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

10:00 am Altar 
Guild 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

2 

2 pm Service @ 
Superior Rehab 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

9am BP Checks 

9 am Sunday 
School 

9:30 am 
Benevolence 

10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

6 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

7 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4pm JFK 

8 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

9 

2 pm Service @ 
Superior Rehab 

 

10 

6 pm Movie 
Night 

11 

 

12 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

13 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

6 pm Property & 
Management 

 

 

14 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

2 pm Lydia Circle 

4 pm JFK 

 

15 

9:30 am Mary’s 
Circle 

3:45 pm 
Confirmation 

March 
Concordian 
Articles Due 

16 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

17 

 

18 

Boy Scout Movie 
Night 

19 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 
with artist Jim 
Hendricks 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

20 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

6 pm Worship & 
Music 

7pm Boy Scouts 

 

21 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

22 

3:45  pm 
Confirmation 

 

9:00 am March 
Concordian 
Announcements 
Due 

23 

6 pm Church 
Council 

24 

9:00 am 
Concordian 
Helpers 

25 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  

26 

9 am Sunday 
School 

10 am Worship 

11 am Coffee 
Hour 

 

 

27 

10:30 am Bible 
Study 

7 pm Boy Scouts 

28 

9 am Staff 
Meeting 

4 pm JFK 

March 1 

Ash Wednesday 

March 2 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

March 3 

 

March 4 
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Worship Schedule 

10:00 am on Sundays 
Communion served on the 1st and 2nd Sunday. 

Fellowship (coffee & goodies) in the church library 
after the worship service. 

 
Mission Statement 

As members of the body of Christ at Concordia, 
we are called to be God’s forgiven, gifted, diversified 
and unified people. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we nurture and live our faith in Jesus Christ, 
encourage our service in His church, 

and actively share the Gospel in our community 
and the world. 
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