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Prelude 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   ~setting by Mark Hayes 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Psalm 66:1-12 
~Pastor will read the regular print verses; the congregation will read the bold print verses. 

 
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 

sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 
 

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
    So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 

 

All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; 
    they sing praises to your name.” Selah 

 

Come and see what God has done: 
    he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 

 

He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. 
There did we rejoice in him, 

 

who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
    let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah 

 
 Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 

 
who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 

 

For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
 

You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 
 

you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 



 
LSB 343  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
Prepare the royal highway, 
the King of kings is near; 
let every hill and valley 

a level road appear. 
Then greet the King of Glory 

foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain: 
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 
God’s people, see Him coming:  

your own eternal king!  
Palm branches strew before Him;  
spread garments; shout and sing.  

God’s promise will not fail you;  
no more shall doubt assail you: [Refrain] 

 
Then fling the gates wide open  
to greet your promised king;  
your king, yet every nation  
its tribute too should bring.  

All lands, bow down before Him;  
all nations now adore Him: [Refrain] 

4  
His is no earthly kingdom;  

it comes from heaven above.  
His rule is peace and freedom,  

and justice, truth, and love.  
So let your praise be sounding  

for kindness so abounding: [Refrain] 
 
 

Divine Service, Setting 1, pp. 151-153 
 

This Is the Feast, p.155 
 

Salutation & Collect of the Day, p. 156 
 



 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 

 

Malachi 3:1-7b   
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he 
is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring 
offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will 
be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those 
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. “For I the Lord do not 
change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 
says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’  

 
 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

 
Choir 

 
EPISTLE READING 

 
Philippians 1:2-11     Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is 
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is 
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 
R:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 



Alleluia, p. 156  
 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

 
GOSPEL 

 
Luke 3:1-14 (15-20)      In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region  
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas  
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled,  
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough 
places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall  
 
we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” As the people were in expectation, and all 
were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered 
them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all the evil 
things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 
 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
           



  
 LSB Hymn 346   “When All the World Was Cursed”   

 
When all the world was cursed by Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came with words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal the greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, as Savior he proclaimed. 

 
Before he yet was born, he leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, a new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him of whom the prophets told. 

 
Behold the Lamb of God that bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes the devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy will full atonement win. 

 
 O grant, dear Lord of love, that we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him in His eternal day. 
 

Sermon 
Luke 3          Prepare the Way 

 
Apostles’ Creed, p. 159 

 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Offertory Page 159 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament Page 160-163 
 
 

The Benediction Page 166 
 
 

LSB Hymn 357   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 



(verses 1 & 4- 7) 
 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. (Refrain) 

 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. (Refrain)  

 

 
The Distribution 

 
Please follow the directions of the ushers to partake of Communion. 

 
+++ 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

We believe, according to the Word and promise of Christ, that, in the Holy Communion, under the form 
of bread and wine, we receive the body and blood of Christ and the blessings that Christ gained for us 



by His suffering and death on the Cross. We also believe that in the Holy Communion we celebrate 
and strengthen the oneness of those who believe that the crucified and risen Christ is our Lord and 
Savior. We invite those who share this faith to participate in the celebration of the Holy Communion 
with us. 

+++ 
Postude 

    The Messiah: “But Who May Abide the Day of His Coming?”   ~George Frederic Handel 
 

+++ 
 
 
 
 

This Week at a Glance 
 
Monday 12/06  7:00 a.m.      Breakfast Bible Study at the Dorothy Lane Bob Evans 
 
Wednesday 12/08  7:00 p.m.     Advent Service 
 
Thursday 12/09 9:00 a.m.       Pastor’s Online Bible Study 
 
Friday  12/10 8:00 a.m.       Hebrew Class 
 
Sunday  12/12    8:00 a.m.      Choir Rehearsal 
    9:15 a.m.      Worship Service with Adult Bible Study & Sunday School to  
              follow. 

 
Next week’s Scriptures: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Psalm 85, Philippians 4:4-7 and Luke 7:18-28(29-35) 
 
 
 
A BIG CONCORDIA WELCOME TO Maygan Rhodes and Heady Segal who will be joining our church 
today. 
 


