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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
“Summertime, Summertime, Sum, Sum, Summertime” - so went the song. Then there is the Lutheran
rock-n-roll star, Alice Cooper, who sang, “Schools out for summer” (might I add he did not sing
“‘church attendance is out’ for summer”). I encourage all people to go to church even when we are on
vacation during these summer months. There will be opportunities to witness to friends and family at
our homes, at picnics and pool parties and what better witness than to say, “Yea, during the summer I
still go to church.”
Summer gives us a time to slow down. Soak up (sun, ice tea, and maybe a cold beer after cutting the
lawn). A time to Bar-B-Que. A time to enjoy guests and family during the hot lazy days of summer. A
time to recoup and relax. A time to catch up on the things we put aside for the winter, etc. For many it is
a time to catch up on some reading.
Many years ago I presented my second list of Pastor recommended “must-read” books. Since then
more books have come on the market. I will take this opportunity again to encourage you to pick up a
book and read, equip and enjoy your faith with in-depth thought. Even Aristotle articulated, “Education
is the best provision for old age.” When it comes to educating our minds, reading is invaluable.
Obviously, the number one book to read is the Bible. It should be read daily and frequently throughout
the day. Why? Because the Bible is more than a mere book: It is the Word of God. It even seems
blasphemous for me to include this book with the others. Yet, in a recent news broadcast people said
they read other books more then they read the Bible. Therefore I have decided to forego this most
obvious of answers and begin with books of man (not in order of importance):
1. “Luther’s Small Catechism” - Concordia Publishing House. This short explanation of
basic Christian Doctrines is the primer of Lutheran teachings. Luther thought that one could
never master this small book yet if one needed more explanation and “deeper” theological
wisdom there is the Large Catechism. Some have not read the Large Catechism because Luther
originally meant it for Pastors/Teachers. We must remember that many laymen today are further
educated (thanks be to Pastors/Teachers/Books/etc.) than were the pastors of Luther’s day.
2. What makes Lutheran theology different from all other Christian denominations? 7
words ! ! ! Dr. C. F. W. Walther’s “The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel” I
cannot say enough about this book. MUST READ! Concordia Publishing House.
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3. A daily devotional “To Live with Christ” This devotional book – by Bo Giertz (an
atheist who became the Lutheran Bishop of Gothenburg Sweden) is for people who want to
know more about their Christian faith and Christianity. This book will help you understand deeper
Theological concepts and help your prayer life. It begins with Advent devotionals and follows the
Church Year. Just because it starts with Advent does not mean you can’t start gaining wisdom by
starting your daily devotion with June 1st. Concordia Publishing House.
4. “Why I am a Lutheran” by Daniel Preuss (Concordia Publishing House, © 2004). Why
I am a Lutheran is not a choice but grace. A simple devotional book that draws on the life of
Daniel Preuss (past Vice President of the Missouri Synod) and the doctrines of the Church to
reveal how Jesus is the center of all Christian life and Biblical study.
5. “The Lutheran Difference” (Concordia Publishing House). As Lutherans interact with
other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to explain their beliefs and practices.
Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of the doctrines of the Church, they do not
always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.” When confronted with different
doctrines or denominations, they sometimes cannot clearly state their faith—much less
understand the differences. This book helps tremendously.
6. “Concordia: Book of Concord” (Concordia Publishing House: © 2005) A lay-friendly
version of the Book of Concord which offers an easy-to-read English translation with illustrations
and help notes. This will give you a better appreciation for what our Lutheran faith is about and
for the fore-fathers who had gone before us and through peril and threats against their lives they
remained true to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.
7. “The Fire and the Staff” Klemet I. Preuss captures, in the pages of this book, the
relationship between doctrine and practice. Often we speak and confess our doctrine in the
Lutheran Church but how do we put it to practice and live it in our daily lives and worship.
8. “The Spirituality of the Cross” by Gene Veith, Jr. People are looking for Spirituality
in this world of sin. They turn to “social justice” or fundamental Theology with it’s reason and
logical argumentation, liberalism, New Age to Yoga. Yet true peace can only be found in
Christianity that is “not about God as such, but about God in the flesh, and God on the Cross.”
Concordia Publishing House, ©1999).
9. “Dying to Live” by Harold Senkbeil (Concordia Publishing House, © 1984). A
Layman’s book on Sanctified lives and living that Sanctification. “Sanctification: Christ in
Action” (also by said author) is equally as good but a little more in-depth.
10. “Lutheran Service Book” (Concordia Publishing House, © 2006). Reading a hymnal
might seem strange at first but once you read the words that you so often sing the meaning of
the lyrics will be even more beneficial to you.

God bless your summer with great “readings of Scriptural Truths.”

Pastor De Young
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Set Up begins at 10:00 a.m.

Vo

Sign-up sheet is located in the
Narthex.
Reach out to Michael Arrington if
you have questions.

The LWML Texas District
40th Biennial Convention
July 5-8 Waco Convention Center

Best wishes to Alyce Staehs as
she moves to Arizona at the
end of this month for the next
great adventure of her life.

Hotel reservations are open:
Hilton Waco—$145 room rate,
113 South University Parks Dr., Waco
Courtyard Waco—$135 room rate,
101 Washington Ave., Waco
Links and group codes for hotel reservations can
be found at lwmltxdist.org/2018-waco-convention.
Registration will begin on March 1!
Have questions? Send an email to
Waco@lwmltxdist.org.

Volunteer Opportunities available:
Greeters—one volunteer needed, serves three
(3) times a year*
Altar Committee—one volunteer needed,
serves three times a year.*
Ushers—one volunteer needed, services three
times a year*
Saturday Secretary—two volunteers needed,
serves once every 8 weeks.
* these positions serve one month at a time,
three times a year.
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Board of Elders

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! At a recent Sunday School class, Marshall
Schultz shared an article with me, entitled “Sharing Faith is Increasingly Optional to Christians.” It was
published by the Barna Group. In 1993, Barna partnered with Lutheran Hour Ministries to research
reasons why people did and did not engage in intentional Christian outreach. This year, Barna decided
to update the survey and compare the results. In most respects, the results are disappointing.
First, in 1993, the survey reflected that only 10 percent of the people believed that it was the
responsibility of the local church to convert people to Christianity as opposed to the job of an individual.
Today, three in 10 Christians believe it is the local church’s responsibility, a nearly threefold increase.
The most dramatic divergence is on the statement, “Every Christian has a responsibility to share faith.”
In 1993, nine out of 10 Christians agreed. Today, just two-thirds do so—a 25-point drop.
According to this survey, there appear to be barriers today in the minds of Christians that account for the
increased unwillingness to share faith with others. Nearly half of the survey participants believe faithsharing is effective when they already have a relationship with the other person. So, many Christians
don’t have confidence that efforts to share their faith with strangers will even work at all. Another finding
is that an increased percentage of Christians would avoid spiritual conversations if they knew their nonChristian friend would reject them. There was also a huge increase in the number of Christians, as
compared to 1993, who are now unsure whether most non-Christians have any interest in hearing about
Jesus. Again, this signals that many Christians don’t have confidence that their message will even be
listened to by non-Christians, let alone accepted.
So, why are Christians reluctant to talk about their faith and losing confidence in the Christian message
being received? The article points to cultural trends like secularism. Also, with the advent of the digital
age, it is suggested that our society is less interested in religion and has marginalized the place of
spirituality in everyday life. Perhaps, there is too much concern about “political correctness”. How dare
you talk to a Muslim about Christianity? Everyone in this country should be free to practice their own
religion without fear of persecution and a biased view in favor of Christian churches. We must accept all
beliefs without any type of criticism. (The last three sentences are examples of how the misguided world
reacts today, not my beliefs).
The article concludes, “as pastors and leaders, we must invest the resources of our churches toward
coming alongside fellow believers and empowering them with confidence to talk about their faith despite
the obvious barriers.” A good thought, but I would add that we first need to look to the Holy Spirit for
empowerment and confidence. In any event, our leaders, including elders, need to encourage members
to reach out to others and with confidence proclaim the Gospel. The stakes are high—the eternal
salvation of millions, even billions, is at stake, and we were directed by our Savior to go forth and spread
the Word to all nations. We face challenges, but no more so, than the apostles did after Pentecost.
Peace be with you!

Tom
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From the President
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
Charles Spurgeon was an English preacher known for opposing liberal and pragmatic theological
tendencies in the mid-19th century. He wrote “I believe that one reason why the church of God at this
present moment has so little influence over the world is because the world has so much influence over
the church.” Now I disagree with much of what Reverend Spurgeon preached but on this, I believe he is
spot on.
I recently discussed church compromise with a close friend who offered that I “care too much” about
doctrine and should perhaps “tone down” my defense of the same. I was thankful he shared that
observation with me and have questioned whether my defense lacked a certain element of kindness.
One thing I do not question, however, is my boldness in Christ. It was Martin Luther who said:
“…doctrine, faith and worship must be preserved pure and unadulterated; there must be no mingling
with human nonsense, human opinions or wisdom.”
It is true that we must be on guard against faithless humility. Boldness without the Word of God is folly.
Boldness discovered by the power of our own rationality and insight is pure arrogance.
But boldness revealed to us in the Word of God is good and acceptable and perfect.
Yours in Christ,

Dan
Mathew 16:16-17
16

Simon Peter replied “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon Bar-Jonah? For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”

Greetings from the ACTING Board of Properties Chairman,

I have offered to step into this role after the passing of J. V. Smith.
I know there are many areas to be addressed and scheduling of things like regular changing of air
filters. If you find something that needs to be repaired or replaced please reach out to myself or leave
word with the Church secretary, Sharon Wilson (972-223-9340).
I know I have big shoes to fill, but with the support of the congregation and the help of people such as
Tom Graves and A. D. Cowser, we will strive to keep things running smoothly.

Greg Fussell
Acting Board of Properties Chairman
972-333-0909
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President’s Page
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
How blessed we are!
After our council meeting this month, that is what I was thinking. Our members are dealing with the
standard challenges of life – illness, financial hardship, work induced stress, etc., but we have each
other, we have a world view – centered around God’s promise – and, most importantly, we have God’s
Word and Sacraments to give us hope and strength. Spiritual maturation is a journey. A journey filled
with joy and it is right and proper to give thanks to the Holy Spirit for the gift of faith. I also give thanks to
each of you as we do this together.
Certainly this year has been full of blessings to Cross of Christ. Our finances are sound though I would
be remiss if I did not remind you that we embarked on the year with an unbalanced budget. That means
we stepped out in faith and must be diligent in our stewardship. All that we have belongs to God. We
have replaced the air conditioner in the sanctuary. A shout out to our fantastic properties committee for
this and so much more.
There are still vacancies in our council. I again ask for prayerful consideration to volunteer to join us.
Get with Arvid or me to find the right fit. Our council is important and deserves to be fully staffed.
Yours in Christ, Dan
Psalm 40:1-3
“1I awaited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 2He drew me up from the pit of
destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 3He put a new
song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.”

Cross of Christ Lutheran School
The day after graduation students enjoyed “Field
Day”. Several parents came and helped with the
balloon race and other activities. The children
enjoyed a brown bag lunch and a day that
concentrated on playing and learning.
Cross of Christ Lutheran School
2018 Graduation Class
Three year olds and up performed
several songs and participated in
different aspects of the evening.
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We will be enrolling for Fall Classes beginning
July 1st, so tell your family and friends!
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When to Call Your Pastor

Call When there is a Death in the Family.
1. Any time there a death in the family
2. Any time you have been told that the death of a family member is imminent
3. Any time that you have been told that you or a family member has a terminal disease

Call When Entering the Hospital.
1. Hospitals usually do not call the church when someone is admitted
2. If surgery is scheduled and you wish to have Holy Communion or a visit from the pastor do not
hesitate to call the church office
3. If there is an emergency and someone is taken to the hospital
4. In any case of an accident or injury requiring hospitalization
5 When a baby is born. Often when the information has reached the church office the mother and
baby are home.

Call When in Need of Personal or Family Counseling.
1. Pastor is willing to listen, encourage, pray and apply a Biblical perspective and help in a crisis,
but he is not a licensed counselor.
2. Pastor is also happy to assist in finding the right community agency to help with particular
kinds of needs, i.e. Professional Counseling, etc.
or
Call When You Need to Talk or Pray.
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Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church and School
512 N. Cockrell Hill
De Soto, TX 75115
972-223-9340
Fax 972-223-8432
Email: admin@CrossofChrist.org

Gail Carmical
Joan Symank
Dr. Falke
Linda Hinckley

June Birthdays

Ways you can help:

Tom Thumb

Noreen Hall
Harry Davis
Katie Graves
David Freerksen
Karen Dillon
Cynthia Huse
Isaac Arrington

Kroger

We are sorry if we have inadvertently left your name
off the birthday list. Please contact the church office by
phone, 972-223-9340—or - e-mail at: admin@CrossofChrist.org,
so we can update our list.
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The travel dates are May 20-30, 2020 and depart
from Houston. A brochure is available on the
bulletin board in the main hallway if you would like
to learn more.

To purchase Scrip Cards:
See Lila Fussell or Carrie Graves after church on
Sundays
- or—call the school at 972-223-9586.
- or - contact Sharon Wilson at the
church office during the week.

Remember our Shut-ins

6-7
6-12
6-15
6-16
6-21
6-23
6-24

11 day Cradle of the Reformation Germany Tour.

Remember Scrip Gift Cards for your
favorite restaurants and stores make great
gifts and a great alternative to carrying
checks and cash.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171963486643/

Dolores Jirik
Nathalie Smith
Karen Wenzel
Lucille Gropp
Sue Riewe

Pastors Thomas Oberstat (Ebenezer, Manheim,
TX) and Matthew Jacobs (Grace, Brenham, TX)
are hosting an

Have you re-enrolled this year?
Re-enroll your Kroger Community Rewards card
to continue to help our Church grow!
You can enroll and re-enroll at one of the
following: www.Kroger Community Rewards.com
or call 1-800-576-4377 or take this and your card
to Kroger and provide our number, 80948.
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