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From the Pastor’s Desk...   

    

“Jesus said ..., ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the Glory of God?’” 

 Jesus is standing at death’s “epitaph”.  The inscription is, “Lazarus has been dead for four days.” 

His Divinely orated command, “Take away the stone,” is met with a worldly astonishment and unbelief. 

Who would suggest such a thing? Does Jesus not have a clue? Does He know what happens in 

death? Did He not hear us?  

 So with a polite and carefully calculated and cultured response, they said to the Creator of all 

things: “Lord, by this time there will be an odor.” Translation: He is decomposing (continuous action 

verb) and has begun to stink --- real ‘vomitously’  bad.  

 Why is it so hard for us to do what Christ tells us to do? Why don’t we just trust the Lord that He 

knows what He is doing?  When will we realize that Jesus not only has everything under control, but 

that He works when and however He desires according to His promises and that He will work all 

things...together for good, for those who are called according to His Purpose” (Romans 8:28).   

 So why does this “raising of Lazarus” seem to be so unbelievable?  Maybe because Lazarus’ 

resurrection from the dead is completely against the order of all worldly matter and observable 

knowledge and the laws of nature. That a body that had already begun to decompose could live again 

is contrary to everything we have ever observed or know in nature. Give us credit: we do know that 

decomposing bodies do not rise and live.  

 But we suffer from the same problem that our forefathers at the grave side of Lazarus suffered 

from. We, like the eyewitnesses, often have things backwards: Too often we take into account the 

things of this world rather than the Authority of God. Or in other words, we take into account this world, 

natural law, and only that which we can comprehend.  

 We fail to remember: Nature serves God. Yet we think: everything we observe is real and 

everything unobservable is fake. Science has the answers by virtue of its observations, 

experimentations and extrapolations. And because of this we take into account only what we can 

observe and measure in this world, matter and the laws of nature. We limit the confines of the  realistic 

to the observable, measurable and comprehensible. We don’t take into account God – nor did Lazarus’ 
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family and friends. Always remember that the fact that God follows certain patterns in nature and 

natural law only restricts us and not Him.   

 The Creator of the world was standing before them commanding nature to bend to His demands. 

The witnesses balk because they fail to trust the Maker of the world.  

 Thus, Christ proclaims, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the Glory of God?”  

Seeing God’s Glory is seeing His Nature - what makes Him God. Jesus’ proclamation tells us that 

believing in Christ we will be able to see that God is God and that He does rule over this world and our 

lives. By this faith we begin to understand how He works both here in this world and in the world to 

come.  

 It was something that could happen only if Jesus were the Creator of the world. (Others did raise 

people from the dead, but they did it in the Name of the Lord.) 

 What I wonder is: “Was Lazarus angry that he would have to die again?”  Because Scripture 

does not talk to the issue I leave this as “unanswerable”. But this I do know: “Did I not tell you that if you 

believed you would see the Glory of God?”   

 

Your brother in Christ,  

Pastor De Young  

 

 

 

The LWML Texas District  
40th Biennial Convention 

 July 5-8   Waco Convention Center 

Hotel reservations are open: 

Hilton Waco—$145 room rate,  
113 South University Parks Dr., Waco 

Courtyard Waco—$135 room rate,  
101 Washington Ave., Waco 

Links and group codes for hotel reservations can  
be found at lwmltxdist.org/2018-waco-convention. 

 

Registration will begin on  
March 1!   
Have questions?  Send an  
email to  
Waco@lwmltxdist.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor demonstrating 
the fog created with dry 
ice and water to the 
school children. 



 

Cross Words, May 2018                                                                 3                                          Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cross Words, May 2018                                                                 4                                          Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and School 

 Board of Elders   

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  This article is not so much a report from 

the Chairman of the Board of Elders as it is a note of gratitude from a grandfather and grandmother.  As 

many of you know, my grandson, Alex, has come to live with Carrie and me for at least the next few 

months.  To say this has caused a change in our retired lifestyle is a big understatement. 

     Our church and school have made this transition so much easier.  Alex had not attended a school 

before he moved in with us.  So, we enrolled him in Cross of Christ preschool and he will be there 

through the summer.  This has allowed me to have more exposure to the day-to-day operation of the 

school.  As a result, I can attest to the fact that Lila Fussell is doing an outstanding job of running our 

school.  It is certainly not an easy job for her, having to deal with parents and teachers, and trying to 

make a profit at the school, which she has done.   Our school faces stiff competition from public schools 

and Charter schools as well as other private schools.   We should all give thanks to our Lord that we 

have such a gifted individual as Lila Fussell overseeing the school operation as well as our school board 

led by A. D. Cowser. 

     Carrie and I also want to thank Karen Kindler, Jackie Peña, and Tammy DeYoung and others who 

are helping in the Sunday school.   They often come to church not knowing for sure there will be kids to 

go to Sunday school.  Yet, they prepare and are able to lead classes in an outstanding Christian way.  

Alex looks forward each week to attending Sunday school and has a real enthusiasm for it.  We should 

give thanks for Sunday school staff as well. 

     Finally, Carrie and I are grateful to the congregation for showing special attention to Alex at our 

Sunday services.  As first, Alex was not use to going to Church on a regular basis, but he has grown 

more comfortable each week in attending service and we have seen improvement in his demeanor 

during service.   Again, I believe he looks forward more to going to Church than he did originally, and 

that is in large part due to the love he receives each week from our members.   Jesus said let the little 

children come to me, and thanks to you we are able to let Alex come to Jesus. We of course also give 

thanks to our Lord for letting us have the opportunity to be with Alex and teach him in the ways of our 

Lord.   

Peace be with you! 

Tom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross of Christ Voters’ Meeting 

May 19
th
 

5:30 p.m. Potluck Dinner* 

6:00 p.m.  Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 

*Bring your favorite food to share. 

Remember the Voters’ Meeting is about Your Church and You Are the Church. 
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President’s Page 

My brothers and sisters in Christ,  

How blessed we are!  

     After our council meeting this month, that is what I was thinking. Our members are dealing with the 
standard challenges of life – illness, financial hardship, work induced stress, etc., but we have each 
other, we have a world view – centered around God’s promise – and, most importantly, we have God’s 
Word and Sacraments to give us hope and strength.  Spiritual maturation is a journey. A journey filled 
with joy and it is right and proper to give thanks to the Holy Spirit for the gift of faith. I also give thanks to 
each of you as we do this together. 

     Certainly this year has been full of blessings to Cross of Christ. Our finances are sound though I 
would be remiss if I did not remind you that we embarked on the year with an unbalanced budget. That 
means we stepped out in faith and must be diligent in our stewardship. All that we have belongs to God. 
We have replaced the air conditioner in the sanctuary. A shout out to our fantastic properties committee 
for this and so much more. 

     There are still vacancies in our council. I again ask for prayerful consideration to volunteer to join us. 
Get with Arvid or me to find the right fit. Our council is important and deserves to be fully staffed. 

Yours in Christ, Dan 

Psalm 40:1-3 

“
1
I awaited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

2
He drew me up from the pit of 

destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
3
He put a new 

song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.” 

 

 

May 3rd 

Remember 

It is Hip to Clip! 

 

Box Tops for Education help 

the school with the costs of 

supplies. 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

 

9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship with Communion 

10:30 a.m.  Adult Bible Classes & Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Monday Night Bible Study—7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

 Ladies Bible Study—Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

 Board Meetings—Thursday, May 3
rd

, 7 p.m.  

 LWML Spring Rally (Metropolitan Zone) - Sunday, May 6
th
, 1:15 p.m. (Speaker—Vanice Schultz) 

 Council Meeting — Thursday, May 10
th
,
 
7:30 p.m. 

 Mothers’ Day—Sunday, May 13
th
 

 Elders Meeting — Thursday,  May 17
th
, 7:30 p.m. 

 Newsletter Articles due — Tuesday, May 15
th
 
 
 

 LWML Meeting, May 17
th
, 6:30 p.m., Salad Supper  

 Voters’ Meeting, May 19
th
, 5:30 p.m. Potluck Dinner, 6:00 p.m. Meeting 

 Braille Workers—Wednesday, May 23
rd,

 
 
9:30 a.m., Grace Lutheran, Arlington 

   

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

May 2018 
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May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

    

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Harry & Eileen Davis Elton & LaVonne Kindler Gail Bielefeldt Ken & Kay Boelter 

  Charlotte Walker  

    

CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS 

As Assigned As Assigned As Assigned As Assigned 

    

ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS 

Robert Flye Allan Kloess Tom Graves Tom Caldwell 

Mo Horstmann Dale Huse Ron McKethan Thomas Lee 

    

LOCK–UP LOCK-UP LOCK-UP LOCK-UP 

Paul Tucker Phil & Anita Strand Tom Caldwell Carrie Graves 

    

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Cassey Martin Jackie Peña Kay Boelter Jackie Peña 

    

SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. 

(5) Cynthia Hose (12) Polly Braig (19) Mary Caldwell (26) Carol & Bo Brown 

Lucille Gropp Kate Duncan Gloria Jones Nona Flye 

 Ron & Patty McKethan Lila Fussell Ellen Holmes 

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving the LORD 

 

  ALTAR COMMITTEE: Anita Strand; Charlotte Walker 

  GREETERS:   Polly Braig; Carol Brown; Verna Geihl 

  USHERS:    A. D. Cowser; J. V. Smith; Michael Arrington 
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Cross of Christ Lutheran 

Church and School 

512 N. Cockrell Hill 

De Soto, TX 75115 

972-223-9340 

Fax 972-223-8432 

Email:  admin@CrossofChrist.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171963486643/ 

May Birthdays 

 5-  1  Max Nieves 

 5-  3  Amber Knorr 

 5-  4  Emily Symank 

 5-  6  Lucille Gropp 

 5-  9  Charlene Vidmar 

 5-12  Eileen Davis 

 5-15  Karen Williams 

 5-18  Caryn Huse 

 5-22  Chloe Pedersen 

 5-26  Mary Ewing 

We are sorry if we have inadvertently  

left your name 

off the birthday list.  Please  

contact the church office by 

phone, 972-223-9340, or  

e-mail at: admin@CrossofChrist.org,  

so we can update our list. 

Remember our Shut-ins 

Dolores Jirik       Gail Carmical      

Nathalie Smith  Joan Symank       

Karen Wenzel    Dr. Falke  

Lucille Gropp  Linda Hinckley” 

Sue Riewe  Bob Thomale 

Ways you can help: 

 

 

 

 

 

    Kroger 

 

Have you re-enrolled this year?   

Re-enroll your Kroger Community Rewards card 

to continue to help our Church grow! 

You can enroll and re-enroll at one of the 

following:  www.Kroger Community Rewards.com 

or call 1-800-576-4377 or take this and your card 

to Kroger and provide our number,  80948. 

Tom Thumb 

Remember Scrip Gift Cards for your  

favorite restaurants and stores make great 

gifts for Mother’s Day, Graduation and End of 

Year Teacher Gift.  

To purchase Scrip Cards: 

See Lila Fussell or Carrie Graves after church on 

Sundays  

- or –call the school at  972-223-9586.   

- or - contact Sharon Wilson at the  

church office during the week. 

Pastors Thomas Oberstat (Ebenezer, Manheim, 

TX) and Matthew Jacobs (Grace, Brenham, TX) 

are hosting an  
11 day Cradle of the Reformation Germany Tour.  

The travel dates are May 20-30, 2020 and depart 

from Houston.  A brochure is available on the 

bulletin board in the main hallway if you would like 

to learn more.   


